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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze, in light of the People’s Republic of China’s strategy,
the traditionally established dichotomy in geopolitics between land power and sea power
through an innovative approach. For more than a century, numerous theories related to
this issue have been the subject of intense debate. Among them, it can be argued that the
confrontation between Halford Mackinder’s “Heartland” theory and Alfred Thayer
Mahan’s “Sea Power” theory has fundamentally shaped the field of geopolitics,
underscoring the importance of this opposition. However, the balanced development of
both maritime and continental elements by contemporary China appears to call into
question the necessity of this traditional antagonism. Therefore, to conduct a deeper
analysis of China’s maritime and land power dimensions, this paper introduces a new
concept, the “Great Island,” as a counterpoint to the classical dichotomy. The “Great Island”
concept allows for the synthesis of these elements and provides a basis for their

comprehensive examination.

Keywords: Geopolitical theories, "Heartland," sea power, spatial power, "Great Island“
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197 A. T. Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783 (Boston: Little, Brown and Company,
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3JBH™M9003 893Y39egdl. ds00 dmMob, dbodzbgermzsbos oo d3HMOL oo,
3063609¢HMws© 30 ob Bog@o, O™ 1.4 Jowosmbg 9o dmbobergmds Jabol oligo
9306m30316 93mLoLE AL, GMIgEog LobgedFozmlb Sdeg3l Bsdowrgdsl, MMI 56
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936030391600 DO s 3mW0EH0379IM0 BEGHIDOW MMM, gb BoJGHMMO 30093 VROM
Boomnwo 998m339mL  353806MHJBL  ,35MHME9bEOLY  MYMGOLMIB s Jdbol olgm
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o3z 39P9 WMIobs300.

530l d0bgs350, Bobgmo 56 sMOL Fbmem@ 3MbEH0bIbGHMMO dows, Mg Jabols
96009350 OoLMBLBL  FHMOOEOMIE  SOLYOME  MYIMOO0JOMD. 39O, dobo
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0Pz dobo  LsBzsm 0bogos@ogzs LLIBEOZIM  sdMYIMAOL  gBs”, GMIgEos
585MmMMYdL  Bobgmol go3wgbsll 0bmgmols s ybstro m39560L LEGHMSGHJOMW
Bmbgddo, 58M030L Lsbs3oMHmgdls s BIgmsdns B30l 3mMEGHGddo. 35FMM™dOL
0035600 gd0m, 939 Ls0bEHIMLMS ,LaMEHYWObs s 3bol 0bogos@ogs® (BRI),2?
HMIgoi 98mddgs 08 dJobbom, MH™I 999930090065 ©FM30YdIMGds LoBPZsM
350IOMBHIOLS S B39B30L 319643HgdBY. F9wga0©, Bobgml dogas glodargdermds,
6Omd RO 0035  Jooemb  OMLEo  9bgermOgbOligdo  ©s  FOBIGIEOML
9696300830 G0 396GHMIWMOHO 5H00sb. 9099, BLoBPZsM oW HMBEOS Fobs
960-90000 oMM 0bs30MMdS 0dols, M d9d30Ms hobgmol 9byMygBozwwo
9mfy3womds.  58M0yo©, dobgszs 0dobs, MH™I hobgmol  GHgMoGmemomwo
d935dmboergds sl JAbol 303056 MmMPsbobo@, LsBOZs™m 0bo305(3039003

20 Yafeng Xia, "Introduction to the Special Issue on China’s Relations with Its Neighbors: Historical
Perspectives on Contemporary Issues", Johns Hopkins University Press (2018): pp. 485-500, p. 485

201 Rolland, Mapping China’s Strategic Space, IX

202 Nadege Rolland, "China’s Eurasian Century? Political and Strategic Implications of the Belt and Road
Initiative," The National Bureau of Asian Research (2017): pp. 93-120, 93-95.
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Bo6930L  JglodegdeMmdgdl. 999yo®, 330350 s LEHBOWMMms© 0bsMRMBIdL
©M30bs305L §gbotr m39969d0 s 5B39690L, MHMT 543l TgLsdsdolio MglivMLINdO MMM
39%930Lm30U, 51939 M53WE30LMZ0L. 8o TGO, LogIEolbdms oo BEBHMIGHIQ0d,
OHmIgwoi 3bmdoos ,b53MH0LEgOH0 BBl Fod@Eozom. s0bodbmmo  FodEozolb
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Lobgadfoxzmqdol 93mbmdolz® Boddosbmdsdo Bs6g3s s 538-0b dm35380609)0Mb

203 Rolland, Mapping China’s Strategic Space, p. 38.
204 J.S. Naval Institute Staff, "Report to Congress on China Naval Modernization", USNI News, August 20,
2024, accessed September 13, 2025, https://news.usni.org/2024/08/20/report-to-congress-on-china-naval-

modernization-2.
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9600093560 FMoegO® B3Ol d530609M0Ls s 93960l 0YqdL Jmeol. 39MHdme,

205 Wei-Chung Chen, Ching-Hsiewn Ou, Ming-Hao Yang, and Yi-Che Shih, "China’s Gray Zone Actions in
the East China Sea, Taiwan Strait, and South China Sea: A Comparative Study and Impact on Fisheries,"
Marine Policy (2024), pp. 1-3.
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53599 5OLIIMWO oI MYRWGOOL MJMO0IMS M3MDBOEOIMO bslosmo. 3gMdme,
999365 obgmo bg3s, LosE 9ANY39BH0 09bxdMPs M (o 3gMEs© B30l 6
bdggomob LogmEg, M99 ol 56MYSEYd0, Losa b Mo gMHgdob gMmTsbgML s
Lo BYBS JEMBSEMEIO Aomd BSBLOL QIBLEBPZML.
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ol sOBYOME0  I30MHOL30MJIOL  F9IEb30L  F3YEMds, MHMIgwos Jdbols
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LEAOSGIPOMWO  253gbol  IYMMZqdsL. LHimOg 93 0bGHMmo3o0l sdm bgds

206 Antero Holmila, "Re-thinking Nicholas J. Spykman: From Historical Sociology to Balance of Power", The
International History Review (2020): pp. 951-966, 951-953.
207 Rolland, Mapping China’s Strategic Space, p. 41.
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