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Abstract

The paper analyzes the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, which ended in 2023-2024 with the
ethnic cleansing of the Armenian population and the forcible restoration of Azerbaijani
control over the region. According to the conclusion presented in the paper, the theory of
realpolitik best explains the dynamics of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and its
consequences, which were determined by the interests (or, conversely, the disinterest) of
Great Powers in the South Caucasus region. Despite its growing geostrategic importance, the
analysis of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict shows that every local or regional conflict can be
resolved only when agreed upon in advance among the international community, with

predetermined outcomes.

Keywords: Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, realpolitik, South Caucasus, Great Power Politics,

frozen conflicts
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19 Ali Valizadeh and Fatemeh Erfani, "The Reasons for the Change in Russia's Approach to the First and Second
Karabakh Wars," Regional Studies Journal, Faculty of Law & Political Science, University of Tehran, 2023.
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2! Freedom House, Special Report on the Ethnic Cleansing of Nagorno-Karabakh: Why Are There No Armenians in
Nagorno-Karabakh? Fact-Finding Report Summary, June 27, 2024
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22 Nikol Pashinyan, interview by Panorama, December 23, 2024, cited in “Pashinyan admits 'a big mistake' over
Karabakh negotiation process,” Panorama, accessed July 1, 2025, quote reproduced in analysis.
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