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Abstract

Chancellor Bismarck viewed the primary objective of his policy as contributing to
the continued weakening and isolation of France in international relations. In his efforts to
implement these plans, Bismarck placed significant emphasis on relations with Russia and
Austria-Hungary, as England at that time refrained from active foreign policy engagement on
the European continent.

Russian-German relations during this period progressed favorably, aided by the similar
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class structure of the two monarchies, long-standing dynastic ties, and extensive trade and
economic interactions. Nevertheless, Russian ruling circles clearly recognized that following
unification, Germany had become so powerful that it aspired to dominance in Europe. As
a result, Russia sought to maintain cordial ties with Germany, but also remained open to
cooperation with France, seeing a revitalized France as a counterbalance to Germany’s
hegemonic ambitions.

During these years, international relations were also strongly shaped by Austria-
Hungary»s interactions with Germany and Russia. A rivalry with Germany promised little
benefit for Vienna, prompting it to pursue assertive expansion in the Balkans—an approach
that significantly strained relations with Russia. Hoping for Berlin’s backing, Vienna aimed
to bolster its national interests and expand its influence in the Balkans while undermining
Russia’s position there. At the time, international dynamics were largely defined by Germany’s
stance toward Austria-Hungary and Russia’s relationship with France, as subsequent events
would confirm.
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