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RESUME

This article examines the historical causes of the Afghan-Pakistani conflict. Today, the
Afghan-Pakistani conflict is flaring up with renewed vigor, attracting the attention of the global
community and suggesting that a new flashpoint is emerging in the East. The article focuses on
the current developments on the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan and offers predictions
for conflict resolution.

The issue of state borders is particularly important, as national boundaries often do not
coincide with state boundaries, and many ethnic groups find themselves separated, leading to
border disputes and the desire to “restore justice,” which is unique to each. These states include
Pakistan and Afghanistan, which cannot reach a consensus on the Afghan-Pakistani border.
Pakistan recognizes the so-called Durand Line, established in 1893, as the state border between
the two countries, while Afghanistan does not consider this line legitimate and is making every
effort to revise it. This line of Afghan foreign policy has been evident in all Afghan governments
that have ruled for nearly a century and a half since the signing of the 1893 treaty.

This region has always been a place where numerous interests intertwine, with each side
seeking to achieve its own agenda. A favorable resolution of the conflict along the Durand Line
depends on which side the great powers choose to side with. Here, in turn, the interests of states
supporting different sides in the conflict may clash.

The purpose of this study is to examine the border conflict that exists in bilateral Afghan-
Pakistani relations. The objectives of this study are to examine the causes of the border dispute,
examine the current situation on the Afghan-Pakistani border, and predict future developments
along the border between the two countries.

Today, to understand the complex political dynamics unfolding between these two countries,
it is necessary to turn to the historical experience of Afghan-Pakistani relations. This is especially
true since today, i.e., in 2026 (2010), marks exactly 76 years since the first border conflict between
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the two countries.

Thus, as noted above, the origins of the Afghan-Pakistani border conflict along the Durand
Line go back to the 19th century, specifically to 1893, when this border was drawn, sowing the
seeds of discord between the two countries and dividing the once-united people living in the area.
It was then that all the contradictions that exist between the countries to this day were born.

How the conflict will develop further is difficult to predict. Everything depends on a number
of circumstances: the international community’s recognition of the Taliban, a settlement of the
situation in Afghanistan, the willingness of the parties to compromise, etc. Is a full-scale war
possible? We think so. But it is important to remember that history knows many similar border
conflicts, and even war in these cases is not a solution. Typically, such disputes last for centuries,
periodically flaring up and then dying down again, with no compromise ever being reached.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Pashtunistan, conflict, Durand Line, Balochistan.
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