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Abstract:Niko Pirosmanashvili’s work is a unique phenomenon not only in modern Georgian art but also
in the broader context of global art. “His name has long stood firmly alongside the greatest masters of various
nations and peoples, those who, through their creativity, helped shape the direction of 20th-century world artistic
culture” [Kuznetsov, 1984:7].

“Pirosmani’s role is significant not only due to the high artistic quality of his work but also because of
the historical function he serves—as a bridge between two radically different epochs” [Khoshtaria, Tsitsishvili,
2013:115]. His artistic legacy emerged during the historically complex cultural landscape at the turn of the 19th
and 20th centuries, a period that gave rise to modernism. Pirosmani’s art resonates with the experimental spirit of
early 20th-century modernist painting.

However, Soviet propaganda intentionally sought to diminish Pirosmani&#39;s significance by portraying
him in a frivolous light. His extraordinary style was explained away as the product of &quot;ignorance&quot;
or &quot;naivety.&quot; This agenda-driven narrative deliberately conflated the artist with bohemianism—
depicting him as a lonely, wandering drunkard, a victimized genius. Such portrayals, accompanied by romanticized
poetry and music, exoticized the artist’s image and stripped his work of its deeper significance. Definitions such as

» «

“Pirosmani—the marginal figure,” “excluded from society,” or “a one-time phenomenon” reflect a superficial and
falsely romanticized view, aimed at undermining his importance.

These efforts detracted from Pirosmani’s role as a reformative artist, one who laid the foundation for the
Georgian avant-garde. His works contain elements of simultaneity and structural innovation that are crucial to
this artistic movement. To strip away this foundation would not only erase Pirosmani but also compromise the
integrity of the entire Georgian avant-garde tradition. Without acknowledging this context, we are left to ask:
Who, then, is Pirosmani? Just a bohemian? A tavern painter?

This research aims to analyze the principles of artistic thinking in order to better understand the specificity
of both modern Georgian and contemporary modernist art, and to clarify the place and role of the Pirosmani
phenomenon within that context. It also explores the specific relationship between Pirosmani and modernism,
highlighting previously unknown creative strategies and foundational principles in his works—such as stylistic
features, compositional schemes, and distinct uses of color and tone.

Understanding these aspects is essential for grasping and reconciling the phenomenon of new Georgian

painting, Pirosmani’s artistic vision, and the principles of modernist art.
Key words: Pirosmani, painting, modernism, avant-garde, color scheme.
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DOTL: https://doi.org/10.52340/gmg2024.01.002

BLEMJBo: 2009 ool md@BmIdYOHTo 5FoM0L  5.6. Boboblms ©s g3mbmdozol LsdobobBH®mma
b9wm3zbgdol d7bgmadl 4oobEs odmBgbowo gdMogwo dmdsbslzol BMmB3 dsoberg®ol 653393¢9d0L
bLMEWOEMOO 39J30d. gb BMOZ9ERGOMZIBO 301900 73 9JL3MbIEL BMO393L, GMPGEToE 1530MYMOWOS
93GMM0LIMZ0L EsTobolosMYdIWo 1gdsG039M0 300I3MDOE30Jdo, ymxzgomo bEghgdo, 0bwozowmsww®o
3mOGHOMYGHMo  Lobggdo, 80dworMo oY@ gdo, Lb3sILLIs Logmw@m bogzmado, ©Y3MEMSEH0WWO
56086910 900L Loabgdo, 56035¢eolEVIMHO HbMHOL bodmdgdo.

3o9mbgbowo dmgdsbszg BGMB3 FoolErgMHo 0B SMBMBEZMgm 3GLOOL Jows] sbiEogdo
1929 §9gaob(sbsbgwo gsblzo, d3mammbgmo). Igmemg dbmgzwom mdob ©sfiygdedey, Msdwgbodg mzom
50069, b3y 9dMsg 0538398056 9M0050,»J0bEIMEHMBL3MMEH0byTs» ImTszowo bgwmzsbols 0byrolido
3993H536M9d5 Imabgmbs, dmgero dolo Mmxsbo 30 3mem3mUEOL 35GIBEHOMRIL TgghoMs. bLbgsalibgs Ml
ol 86H0@sbgmols LodamHggderm 3MM3MM305do (BBC) dlobw®mmmds, d000m sGJo@gddm®mol bsGolbo
956Bgl3gMolL MboggMLo@g@do. 1960 gl 3.950LegM0 LobMm3zMmGOSE OLlEMmOYETo 35930, Bolio Labeo
QS 399695 33900 0583mb FbsBZoMMS 3350 do dgdsMgMdL.1999 . Bgbgmol bgwmzbgdols 5350093050
d99mgdg9gd0m0 Jowf93900Lm30L bgarmzsbl g3Msba 393358 LobgwMmdol mdmml dgswo dosboFs. i3Msb3
350LEgM0 FoMm0E35s 2018 Fgwls ;mger-530390.

bgwm3zbgdol 3MHgddo sEIo g3. d50LEgmOL 65§sMTMYdGO0 29693003690 Jobszgdol, Aoty
3obBo3ol o ©Y3MMOG0Eo bgwmzbgdol sbzgfow Bodwdqdl, GMmIwgdoil doMmdoms 99dwgy
3939306 090L 59005690L, gligbos: 9.§. «<0bE030SEHO Ii3ME3EHMMmYdO, «9b03gMLEOO bywmzbgds»
@5 ,0IOI0IO».

1533969 LoByzgdo: JobgEH®BL3MOEGH, MB03gxMLIW MO bgwmzgbgds, 0vIW03s, BOBLOWIMO,
dmmde@meno.

Abstract: In October 2009 a substantial collection of works by the renowned Jewish sculptor Frank Meisler
was gifted to the Ajara Art Museum by the Ministry of Finance and Economy of the Autonomous Republic of
Ajara. This diverse collection of 73 exhibits includes thematic compositions characteristic of the author, scenes of
everyday life, individual portrait sculptures, biblical stories, various cult artifacts, decorative objects, examples of
the animalistic genre.

The famous sculptor was born in Danzig (now Gdansk, Poland) in East Prussia in 1929. Several months prior
to the outbreak of the Second World War the future artist together with other Jewish children was evacuated by
the Kindertransport to England. All his family fell victim to the Holocaust catastrophe. At different times Frank
Meisler worked for the BBC. He earned a bachelor’s degree in architecture from the University of Manchester. In
1960 Frank Meisler moved to Israel. The sculptor’s house and gallery are located in the artists’ quarter of the Old
City of Jaffa. In 1999 the sculptor was awarded the Franz Kafka Gold Medal for his creative achievements by the
Czech Academy of Art. Frank Meisler died in Tel Aviv in 2018.

The works kept at the Art Museum include exquisite pieces of sculpture, small plastic and decorative art and

conditionally fall into the following categories: so called “individual sculptures”, “Universal art” and “Judaica”.
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Original compositional thinking, a sense of time, unique ability of eloquent comprehension of character
and moods of different types are characteristic features of Frank Meisler’s creative work, which is accompanied
by mild irony as well as a sharp sense of humour. A mention should be made that in author’s works a special
expressive effect is achieved through the use of polychromatic method and inlay based on combinations of non-
ferrous metals, silver plated or gilded details on surfaces of subjects and semi-precious stones. All this clearly

represents the artist’s original style and individual manner.
Key words: Kindertransport, Universal Art, Judaica, Biblical, Gilded

2009 feools mgdGHmddgado 535G 5.6). Zobsblms s 9§3mbmdozol LsdobolBHMmad bgwmgbgdols 3Byl
23905630 399MmPgboEro GIMsgEro Imdobs3zol BMmb3 Fsolerg®mol bsdwdn3z™gdol Lme oMo 3MeEgd30s.
9B 303500 xgMHM3560 30900 73 9dudmbsGl dmoEe3L, MMIgEdol 193dMYMOW0s  93EHMMOLIMZOL
535bsl050YdgWO 9FoE03M0 3033MDBO(30900, yngomo 1396930, 0bEO30WISWMIMHO FMMOEGHMYEGHWIO
Lobggd0, d0dommo L0vYHgBHY00, Lb3gsEILLIS L3MWEHM bogmgdo, Y3MOMsGHOMWo ©sb0dbmEgdol
Loab9gd0, $60dseolEBWEO H566G0l 60dMTgdo.

399mBgboo dmgobolzg i3Ms63 TooLEgMo O0BsS 5MIMLOZEg0 3OHMLOOL  Jowsd Ib0d0
1929 §9gols (sbesbgeo 2sblizo, 3mwmbgmo). dgmeg dbmapwom mdob s)ygdsdwyg, Msdwgbody mzom
M9, bbgs goMgw 35383900056 9O, «JobEIMEHMBL3MOEGH06yTo» FmBogzseo bgwrmgzsbol 0bywrolido
3993D536M905 JMabgebs, dngero dolo MmYsbo 30 3mm3MBEOL 3oGIBEGMMBL Tgghocs. bLbgzsalibgzs Ml
ol 06H0@Bgol Lsdsfygderm 3mMm3MEs30580 (BBC)  dbobm™mds, 3000m sGJodgd@m®mol bsGolbo
056BgL B0l boggdloGgBHdo. 1960 (gl &3. dsobEg@o bogbmzMgdws obMmsgEdo 255305, dobo
Lobo o 29egMgs 3390 05R3ML FBOEBZsOMS 3350 G0 FEYOSMIGMIL.

RM963 doobergMol LoddMEMo M) IgIMOOSEOHO bolosmMol bsdwdgztgdo dmger Jbmgwromdos
3bmdowo. dmgobozol dmbmdgb@EHmo 13W3GHOMEo bsfomdMgdgdo SIS MYW-530300,
09650830, mbombdo, dgMwobdo, HMEHIM©sddo, 309300, BL3TO @S 5. T. obLLIMOGYdO”
360383690 m35605 dG0bxsmdo BsdmbbImmwo xaMBmo 3083MmB0o30900: «BmybomcdMmds Logmabaolizgb
— 80 BomOHMds 1LogzOWoL3h» (dgMrobo. 2008), «JobgME®BLEMMEHO — 250230  (FsbL3o.
2009), boEmEbErol SMHOL A5oEsb3y (MME)MEsdo. 2011) s Ubg., MMIwgddog bgwrmgsbo 3s@ogL
905390L 3mem3mbBol dbbggmdwo 1,6 dJowombo 353830l blimgbsls s 08 10 smslio yosMBbowo ds3dz0lL
Logmabwgl, H™Awgdog Jobgd@®mablbdm®M@ol (gMd. Kindertransport - 35393900bm30L ¢96379m3bowo
GM3BL3MOE0) 153539 ™ M39M(300L [H45EMd00 0TS MOEHYTs Tg0BIMS. 1996 (. odmo3s ooligrg®mol
933)MB0MYM5530vo {foabo «3obers@sb s0dmbogwrgmoor», MMIgEdos s0hgMowos Fbo@Bzmol bmgmgds
sb303Ls s 0bgyeolido. 1999 . Bgbgmol bgarmgzbgdol 9350090050 890mddnggdomo dowfgzgdolomzol
b9 m356L BOBE 3983356 LobgerMmdol mdMml d9seo JosboFs. BMs63 BsolergHo oMsoazsws 2018 Fgarls
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Abstract: Georgia is considered one of the oldest centers of mining and processing of precious metals in the
world. This is confirmed by the reports of Strabo, Marcus Ternetius Varon, Pliny the Elder, Appian, Eustathius of
Thessalonica, etc. On the example of Svaneti, it is visible the ancient empirical knowledge in collecting of precious
metals using sheepskin. Apparently, knowledge similar to those is widespread in the civilizations of both the
Ancient Near East and the Aegean world. On this matter there are interesting the lines 420-434 of the Sumerian
epic Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta (ca. 21st century BC), which still remains obscure for researchers. Based on
the context of the existing text, where only the presented words can be recovered from the damaged line: the king
picked up an unknown object covered with hair - munsub. After twisting the munsub, he crushes the obtained
material in a pestle like a plant. Here it becomes obvious that we are dealing with an unknown ritual of alchemy
which is intertwined with the method of crushing metals. The next lines of the text tell us about the knowledge

of obtaining certain materials, admixtures and chemical processes.
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15339569 LoByzgdo: wghbvydo, LoEgbzoMM, JMWbYIMHO FMWO, Yoerodo, JNEWbMMmo Bolobws®o,
963032960 bobol Lsdsmmgzsbo.

Abstract: Lechkhumi, where the historical region of Sadekhviro is located, is one of the key centers of origin
of the Colchian Bronze Culture. Subsequently, from the Classical period onward, it became a historical province
of Georgia. According to Georgian sources, Dekhviri Fortress, with its complex of fortifications, was the main
stronghold of Sadekhviro and one of Lechkhumi’s most important fortresses. The lord of Dekhviri controlled the
routes leading to Samegrelo, Svaneti, and Racha. This is confirmed by the description of Dekhviri Fortress in the
writings of Vakhushti Bagrationi:

“In the middle of Lechkhumi, above the Tskhenistskali River, on a rocky cliff stands the fortress of Dekhviri,
the capital of Takveri; whoever holds it commands complete allegiance from the entire region.”

Johann Giildenstddt also mentions Dekhviri Fortress among the settlements comparable to towns. Dekhviri
is first mentioned in historical sources in the second half of the 17th century. The historical lands of Sadekhviro
encompass the peninsula between the Tskhenistskali and Lajanuri rivers, bordered on the Rioni River side by the
Kvavikeda Hill, and are represented by the following archaeological sites:

* The medieval fortress area of Dekhviri’s main citadel, which has been partially archaeologically
investigated. In 2016, the foundation of a crypt was uncovered there. According to one version of local oral
tradition, Saint Maximus the Confessor initially arrived at Dekhviri Fortress.

* The so-called Tskheti necropolis, dating from the Ancient period (4th century BCE — 4th century CE),
located on the slope of Kvavikeda Hill. It was first excavated in the 1960s and underwent further excavation
between 2015 and 2018.

* The site of a Colchian settlement from the 8th-5th centuries BCE, where, in addition to contemporaneous
Colchian ceramics that date the settlement, a unique stone casting mold was discovered in the 1970s. No
analogues of this mold are currently known. The mold was used for casting inlaid meander-patterned plates,
which decorated the famous Colchian belts. Near this settlement, fragments of a contemporaneous necropolis (site
known as Gvarina) were also excavated.

Keywords: Ethnocentrism, research, identity, museum. Lechkhumi, Sadekhviro, Colchian axe, mold,

Colchian settlement, ancient burial ground.

8gbsgsemo

w9hbmdo, Losg IEIdIMYIMOL LoEIH30MM, 3MEBNMHO dGOBXSML 39WEHMOOL FoMImmdol gMo-
9O 39605005 d0Bbgmo, oLl SMJIMEMA0MMHO Folosg 9ILEMGIL B30wrgbdol TgEow GO0l
d939g00sb sYgdEo 3MWbMEMmo BolsbwsMgdoms s s6EH03MMO BsboL Lsds@mgbom sdMsz3MYdMWo
(CaxapoBa, 1966; Lobos®mgs, 1966; Lobo®mgs, 1967; Lobo®mags, 1976; Lryansgs 1996; Tlobos®mgs, Lwyarsgs, 2014;
bye0egs, o bbg. 2020); s6@H03m6 bsbsdo wwgBbmdo, Hmym®E Lodo®mzguml gHm-9Mmo obEGHMMmOMEo
36306309 - ,,b330005/153303605” Labom (gombhodzowo, 1934: 96-97; ysmbBodzowo, 1965: 126), Jsermero
09ommgd0lL oMo Imbligbogdmeos d9Mdbwe, dBoBsbEH0MM s LmdbmE {gommgddo (dgMdgbodzowo, o
bbg. 1983. byenogs, 1996).

Logbzomm gfbdol 9M0-9gHmo olEGMMowMwo dbsey, Jobo dgdsgbgero bsfowos.

3sLsgms s Ggomegdo

Logb306MHML  OLEGHMOONW-5OJ)MEMROMmo  3mbGHIJuGHOL  dodmbowgs  MHYBHOML3YJGHIWS®
(895L599 3996990006  dmgmergdero dg.f. VIII-V Lb-000 ©s8053609390) Fodmoagbsli 9304dbols s
3m0bols 3609369369359 M58960dg Lory3Mbol gobdsgenmdsdo.

©9H30600 §ysmmgddo 30639ws@ dmblgbogdmwos XVII L. II bsbgzs®do (00mdizs Gm3mbodo,
153565 M - 3569960, MAOM d39e0 MBS 0gMb). OLEHMOOO ,,b5EIb30MHML” J0ETMYdO FoMTmoygbl



B03 53560l BrogB0-BrBgmBo @5 BB
90006569930L 3b960LFYsEBs s WX DML TmEOOL Imd3gre 3mbabl, Mmdgmbsg 3. Gombols IbGH0WIb
94393099056 dMmM 330 LoBEZMH3L (LY. 1).

©9b3060l 30bg, LoEabz0MHML ™Ms30, wgRbMIoL goo-ghmo Mdbodzbguermgsbglo LbodsyMg oym.
©9b3060L 30boL IBWMdIO 53mbEHMMMGd©s bFGYMYMU39b, 135bgoLs s MFobs3gb dodsgzswo
3D90b. 535U 5LEMHIIL gb30MOL 30bOL 3obEH0 dogMoEOMbOLYE0 s©FIMSS - ,,cghbwydol bsdryselss,
3b9boLfywol Bgom 3wgbg 5O Foby Jergls Bgs J9bo, L3000, Mo30 MS3YMHOLY, MsTgovY
MIgels 934Mogl 00, FmMBOoEgdsls dobls dobs 56056 LOWW0sE”. 3obMIE0 doBMbodz0Wwo MoYb
©9b3060L 533968 353306090, MZLWOEs, ™I EIH30M0L 30bg T BgMEIEOO bBsboo dgodwrgds
QOIMM0PEIL. dologg sBOom, ©gbzoMoL Fobol LEHMEI0ME 360369 MdsbY Jobo EYdIMYMBO
39230005 308X JEM®M, MoEYh 030 3. 3bgbolfyeol bgmdosb . Woxsbsl bgmdsdo Bodsgow
3D90L 53MbBHOMEGIS. 5996 39GMo BIBL (3599M0L J350E0 O oK Bl bgmds, 5649 Cwghbwmdols mMo
363063000 (,,d9999bol”), Mo bgmdob, ,,x55005 wghbwydols” s ,,30dm@ds wghbwdol” »owglo
Bofoaro. gbzo60b 30bols Igwmdgwols mzswbsfogmdo gdgms BodgyMgumzgb, b396gmobs s Mo Fols3gb
000535¢00 3H9d0(3. 330063995L593m699080 gb30MOL BEMdOL I60IZ69M36qdsBg oMYAl ooz vy
©9b3060L 30bol godm OHMYMO 930¢g0Mm©bID MMTsbgml 0TgMHgmOLs S LTGRO ML LsdMNI3OMIdo (I3,
4:749,4-5-6; 878,23; 882,22).

©9b3060L 29395 oLO3Egm  Lodo®mzgerml bbgs 3603369wm3s6 (306998096 ghme s0bodbryaros
M3bmdo  533HMOMmOL L3 Bodo®mzgeml  Gv)35%g (009MHgmol LsdgBmb Mv3s), GMIgeog 1737
fwom 05000 gds. 393308 dobgzom, 0g0 MmMo bbzsoolbgs bmdol gmmTsbgmologsb @sdmemgdmewo
659096039L5M00Y0s60 3MF30Lsb T9Y)dMOS s F9IMLLDBPOZOHIO 0gm ToMOE0 53600 (09ModY,
2012: 388).

00356 2099 9bdBHgG0 ©IHb3z0M0L 30bgl IMoblgbogdl 0d 3mbJ@gdl dmMob, Mmdwgdos Jowsdl
90690056 (0 9bdBHg@Eo 0. 1962: 309, 327).

d. sqs30d0ls s ©. ¥xMIghodz0eol dobggzom, ,,LoEIbz0MHM” 9hHMmYdMES MHOMB-:3bgbolfywrols
09509ymay J9bY 503500 ©gb306MH0L 30b9L 9J3L0 LMBEOm: (3B, LB, MBOBLIMYS, wglobo,
53539, §owsd0gMo (BmyogMHmo 36mdom B35¢dgho3); XIX bown39bol Lsdmgdol dJobgwgom bogbzomm
9 g erobogeb 99a9dMms. ©. d9MIgbodz0wolzg s0hgMom, gbzoMmTo dgdmMmbgbowo 3obols bsba®mgz9dL
5 50N 3mM(3390D9 Boggd FoloH 3mI390L, MM I3YMMOL g BoEIH30MmMUL, owsz560
093L 99m3w 900 s IMP3056930m ©TGJI0M BHIMLIES® Q9D 00 B0 MBBYdIm,
©9b306M0L 0MH3003 JNE0sbo LobEBHYTs »bs 899ddbsm. EIH30M0 3006 Tmo Lom3bggddo wgBbTol
39630 Mbs ymazowoym, ,,aghbmdols msz0l”, ,,ghbydol dsEMboL” doMmomso Layhgbo (sersgody
1951: 27, 128; d96d9gbodzoo 1983: 37, 66).

900-9000 bowbmMo 490dmEgdol Msbsbds §d. dodbodg sAbaMgdgeo (VII b.) 005309306MH39ws©
©9b3060L (30bgd0 dMbEs, berem 99HBMdgw bLemy. BbmEgewdo dobo bobgemdols sdsms IMbsLBH Mo oym,
M3 59, 9H30M30, SCM9IMOLE0BE0 Loddgbgderm Bgbol SOLYIMOOL oGOl Lodw)sEgdSL 0dEg3s!.
Lo0bEYMGLMS 6. Fo0L J0ge 259MMJI0 FMbOBMYDS, MMI - 1533000l 30bY - Ibz0M0s (Kekemnase 1961:
49-51). 001939, b. gorbbodz0l (353960 8058605 0033005 (g4ombBodgowo 1941). b. 30365dob 33¢0930L
05bsbdo,  MMIgeroz m3eol, MHmd Jogbodglh JomMBO SAOWMdM030 W hbwd®mo [oMmdMTMdOLLY,
dobLEB9M0s, 5gbodgl Jomol bg3MAZz9EDBY 0T>MMYPIMPS IHZ30M0L LMggdol dmbsfowgmdom (303659,
1996).

OO 3 50bodbmo §3dmbs, BHm3mbodo - ,,9b30600” MBOM d39w0 b 0yl s BEZIMIOME
13560 HoMmBMTMOOLBLY, MOLOE, MMYMEOEF M3W05H, 5LEHMMIOL gb3z0MOL dzgeo Lobgwhmgds - Bzow
09ho ) B30edgM0. Fo650 GHM3mbodol 1gdsb®BHozs ©sds3HJO0m 33135-d0gdsl 0mbMmaL (09EMmIz0Eo
2013: ©gb.). BH™3mbodols Lodgzgwg, MoYsb bgsbwWGO HoMmTMTMdOLLS s, B3gbOL sHBOOM, 1360 FHMIgdOL
2390055A0MGISL  Mbs  sbobggl, Fgloderms, Lsgblz0MHML  FHYMHOGHMM0sDY 5BMBgbow  3MmEbYMHO
35L5¢9d0L JOHMBMEMY05L gINH3935, FoLO FglsdsAOL0S s 53 BHYMOEBHMMO0L I60836)EM369d5L 5 OLEHWMOL

33.0. I 5005 eg0sb dmymegdmEo s6@03mM0 bobolbs s 899sLsm 34969980l Psmzeroo.

1. 535L gbz0M30, ©gEsEobol doMmdo gsdmgwgbowo 53¢sdol LsdoM3zol LsgsMMM MsMOMOE YPYmdL byl s 59 GHghoGmMool
396L0311006 g 9609369 M36905Hg F0MOMGAL (LrEsgs, dodosdgowo 2022).




3939600L obEGMMom dMbgmddo fargdol gobdsgermdsdo LHimOgo LogbzomH™ML EHgMoEMmOmO00E6
d9oms d90mbgzg300 s0dmPgbowo sMJgmemao®o dsbogdo - dMObxsml bmo, 3mwbmmo Mo
LmE. 2), @ogsdo s dMMEolgdIMo 1530640, sBEH0ZMMO bsbol LsdsMbgmeo Foboggdo - segdbsbotyg
9539000690l LEo@gM0 s FoLo 065053700, dMObKSML B30MY BMTOL BoYIMHGdO0, LBZSILLZS FolioErolosb
53D 900 IM935BIMHM3560 3d039d0 s Lbg.

Logb3z0MML  FGHYMHOGHMM05YY, Y43530d9sL BIOPDY AoLEo Bor3mbols 60-70-056 Hergddo meo
56Jd9mwmaon®o  9JbdgoEool  Fembmgdol  dgwgye  (bgwddeg. 9MJgmeamyo  @sdsMs  LoboMmgs)
3990m3w0bs - 96G03Mmo bsbol  3bgmol Lods®mgsbo (1962 figwl, gbars bslmgyws®os), M@Igeos
05000905 d3.0. IV - b.§. IV Lb-000 @5 30eboMo bolisbems®o (1970-71 §f), Gmdgeog 0s000gds d3.§.
VIII-V by 3mB69900m (Lobstrmgs, 1967; Luamsgs, 1996; tlobsmgs, Lwmamsgs, 2014).

om0, MBOM MY (3bgmolL bsFoMmMZ960 50TMBBES S Fo0MbIMY, ToMsT 56 I35MMIIZ
0bOMIOL MH9EHOML3YJGHE 3606303l s Bolisbars®Bg 893696MHYd0m.

359m0oL Bolob M0 3MWbEmo Bolisbsegdol Moyl 969371336905 o9 508MBgbomo s6MEgBsgE o0 -
OO M50mEIBMO0m G039M0 3MWbwMo 39653035 (IMYIO0, JnmbBIdO, MIRTYIOO0, LsbTolYdO), Mo Lygbmdo
©dgwo s 35ME39ol obsbdoMmgdmEo aMm3ggd0, 39908 Bodaeols Bsls®™MYd0; 053930l ©MbyBY
(d3.§. VIII b) s0dmPgboero Jgob 9oy Bmdol Mbo3swMo gseodo (L. 3), MmIgwog 3s639m3bowo
0ym 3mbwmo Jomm3Mmbs 0M0bxsml 50D0obgdol glsdzmdgwo L3sLE030L9dMMo bsobzMMLEIEOM
R0OR0EHJO0L  BsIMbILIJWS;  goodo  B03ow M0, 5D  SBosmyoMEmO  Yowodo  sMETsMEHM
39339L0000, 565090 bbgsg9b53 MEbmd0s (Lwyawsgs 2003; Sulava 2008; Sulawa N. 2001). 5@0dmhbos owgdog,
o3 50 MIMN03 Lobgembbml sMLGdMBIBY3 FoMMOMYdL. vy 530bLYbYdI™  (3539M0L  OLGMEOOE
909380 o3 dO0b) Ml BmEL (L®. 4), HMIgeoi cmomddol 03539 GHIMOGHMMm0sBYs dgdmbggzom
50dmBgboo, B3960 3505090, BMI 5 0MHObx ML 603mgdOL LofomdMm-Lobgumbbm ogm, 30093 MBOM
3993)3030905. 93 35Mm5©L byl MHgmdl olog, ®™MI EIbz0M0EIB osbmadom 10 38-0l SIMGOYIOO™
B39bL F0ge 50BMmBgboos s dglfagaromos b3owgbdol dg@ow Moo bobgembbem (mEw®msdo -
L@, 5) Homdmgdol LEWwo 303wom - Fobol IM3™M39ds 0g39 s HMBS 5doLEM30L LoFoMmm MsbAbEgdo
5GHM0dM GO0 - ©IBH3MIMo F50s63993339w0 Jobgdol 6593693900, dsbol fobslfsmo godmfzol
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Abstract. In the 1st century BC, significant political changes took place in the Middle East, in particular,
the activation of Rome’s eastern policy began, which also affected Georgia. Asia Minor was declared a sphere of
Roman interests and a long struggle began for its mastery. From now on, Rome consistently carried out military
expansion in the Middle East and the Caucasus and tried to establish itself there.

Roman soldiers were also stationed in the coastal fortresses of Colchis in Gonio-Apsaros, Phasis and Pitiunt.
The fortress of Gonio-Apsaros was one of the main strongholds of the Roman Empire on the Black Sea coast of
Georgia. According to written sources and archaeological materials, the Romans settled here already in the second
half of the 1st century AD. As a result of archaeological excavations, a diverse and numerous archaeological
material from the Roman period has been discovered on the territory of the fortress, the absolute majority of
which is related to Roman soldiers.

The Romans also brought with them Eastern cults, which they worshiped. The presented work discusses
the Eastern Roman cults discovered on the territory of the fortress: Serapis and Jupiter Dolichenus.

As it turns out based on the study of accompanying and parallel materials, they were quite popular in the
2nd-3rd centuries AD. Their gradual decline occurs at the end of the 3rd century AD.

Keywords: Roman Empire, Colchis, Legion, Gonio-Apsaros, Cult
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Abstract: This paper examines how the images of Time and other cosmic symbols are reflected in Georgian
archaeological heritage and shared historical practices. It aims to illustrate concepts that are cosmological, symbolic,
and literary in nature and raises the questions: How did the Colchians incorporate cosmological concepts into the
rhythm of life? How are these ideas expressed within different branches of cognitive, metaphorical, and symbolic
art that may contribute to our understanding of historical aging and its meaning? Since Georgian archaeological
science has a very limited thematic field, this paper adds new insights to bridge the gap in knowledge Paper aims
to provide typological and functional distinction of objects that may raise different insights to concepts. This
further brings up important issues about how cultures, mind and reality interact to give sense of Time, vibration
and cyclical order of cosmos. Additionally, this study seeks to analyze the origins of idea behind cultures, using
symbolic and meaning techniques. The proposed framework outlines the connection between cosmological

semantics and human behaviors emphasizing their intriguing presence in architecture, art and material objects.
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quantic physics.

Many years ago, when I first attempted to examine the enigmatic symbols of the swastika, borjghali, and
spiral, I found them somewhat puzzling. This was partly because Caucasian archaeological science had missed the
opportunity to explore and connect these symbols with broader cultural and historical contexts. This omission has
limited our ability to differentiate the unique aspects of Caucasian material culture.

The ideas embedded in these symbols, which span various branches of cognitive, metaphorical, symbolic,
and other ancient sciences, present an opportunity to embark on a fascinating intellectual journey. They allow
us to glimpse the wisdom of the ancient knowledge bearers who lived before the advent of the alphabet. My goal
in revisiting these symbols from a cognitive and metaphorical perspective is to offer a new interpretation of the
materials they were applied to in Colchis.

The journey of these symbols likely began in prehistoric Mesopotamia, but it was in Colchis that they
emerged from their Late Bronze Age ancestral heritage into early Byzantine material culture. Colchian jewelers
and potters in the Classical, Roman, and Byzantine periods drew inspiration from these symbols, and their artistic
applications may contribute to our understanding of historical aging and its meaning. While we may never fully
uncover the precise origins or meanings of these symbols throughout their millennia-long history, their evolving
role—particularly that of the swastika and spiral—offers a compelling entry point into different conceptual

frameworks within Colchian material culture.

Swastika

The first glimpse of the swastika in Colchian material reveals three distinct types; each constructed using
different techniques, shapes, and rotational directions.

1. First Type: This swastika design consists of a single, centrally formed small cross with longer arms that
rotate either clockwise (Fig. 3; Fig. 5.1) or counterclockwise (Fig. 5.2-5). Chronologically, this type appears
between 750 BC and 530 AD.

2. Second Type: This design consists of paired swastikas with a centrally focused small cross and larger arms
bent at right angles, rotating either clockwise (Fig. 2.1-1a) or counterclockwise (Fig. 2.3-3a). This composition
produces multiple swastikas and carries a more classical character, continuing into 530 AD.

3. Third Type: This swastika design takes the shape of a small cross with long and uneven multiple arms
bent at right angles towards the left in a counterclockwise rotation (Fig. 4). Each of these arms features small
perpendicular extensions in the middle. The cross may be structured either centrally (Fig. 4.2) or slanted (Fig. 4.1).
This type circulated during *** AD (chronological data incomplete).

4. Fourth Type: This design is integrated into compositions of various spirals, where the swastika is
distinguished by the slanted outline of an equilateral central cross with arms bent either to the right or left at an
angle (Fig. 1). This type appears as early as the 10th century BC but was not widely favored by locals, as it was
only sporadically observed until the Hellenistic period.

From a design perspective, all four types present a conceptual challenge and remain open to interpretation.
Their typological and functional distinctions may offer new insights into their broader symbolic meanings.

If we analyze prehistoric material' chronologically, the swastikas found on dress fasteners correspond to

1. The oldest image of swastika from Caucasia is depicted on 19-18 century pottery from Trialeti gallows. Swastika is outlined with a dot stamp and
embossing technique. Patskava 1988:51.
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the fourth type of design. A notable example is a bronze hooked clasp from Qveda Zugana® (Fig. 1.2), which
compared to the rich figurative representation with a diverse composition of S-shaped spirals. It is a much complex
patter, where the central ossified spiral and multiple interlocked S-lines enclosed within a square frame can be
explained as reflection of vibration principles. Four integrated swastikas are evenly distributed across the surface,
emphasizing rotational precision. The intrinsic connections and continuous interplay between these symbols give
the impression of an evolving representation of cosmic infinity in which the ossified spiral may understood as

synchronization of shared energy.

Fig. 1. Fourth type Swastika design. 1-1a. Bronze hooked clasp from Qveda Zungada of 10th-9th century BC. la. Close focus of
decoration of a hooked clasp. Source: Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N., Nagervadze M. 2016:75. Fig.106.

This symbolic process may have had a direct and profound influence on life on Earth, a fact well understood by the
metalsmiths who produced this hooked clasp as far back as the 10th-9th century BC. Consequently, it may provide powerful
insights into its possible apotropaic (protective) functions.

There are various interpretations of pair swastikas used in golden jewelry, where multiplicity becomes a significant
aspect, as seen in the second type of design (Fig.3). Four golden pendants convey similar messages, reflecting the craftsmanship
and symbolic literacy of the jeweler using granulation an filigree techniques. One example is from Tsaishi pendant (Fig.2.3)
represents an open-work depiction of paired swastikas emphasizes the multiplicity of the symbol. This pre-classical piece
predates other samples from Vani by three centuries (Jikia L). The Vani pendant (Fig.1-1a) shaped in a triangular plate to
depict swastika within filigreed frame that is differing in rotation, composition and origin?. It is believed to be of either Greek

or Phoenician origin.

Fig. 2. The first and second types of swastika design depicted on golden pendants. 1-1a. Pendant from Vani. 2-2a Tsaishi triangular
pendant of 8-7 centuries BC. 3-3a. Tsaishi pendant (H. 5 cm, W. 4 cm) from grave 1 is dated to the first half of the 8th century BC. 4. Golden
Tubular bead with granulate Swasika from Vani grave 24: L.3.45, D.1.11cm, W.6,02 gr. Bead is dated to the 350-300 BC. 5. Dress decorative
golden pattern from Vani, Source: Papuashvili R., Jikia L., Kobalia N., Papuashvili I. 2022:117. Fig.142,1. Chknoia A. 20021:657,402.Tabl.
11, 1; Chkonia A. 2021:386,388.

2 See: Kakhize, Mumladze 2000:81, Pic.47, Tab.32/2. Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N., Nagervadze M. 2016:75. Fig.106.

3. It was found together with other three golden pendants in the collective gravel pit (with secondary burial traits) of Tsatskhvi/Tsaishi which dates to the
8th century BC. See in: Papuashvilli R., Jikia L., Esebua T., Papuashvii I. 2015. Tsaishi Samarovani. See also: Papuashvilli R., Jikia L., Kobaia N., Papuashvii
1. 2022:119. Pic.142,1.

4. Chkonia A. 2021:386,388.




The slightly slanted central cross with loosely arranged arms on the center of a triangular-plated pendant
from Tsaishi (Fig. 2.2-2a) — making it difficult to determine the rotation principle of interconnected swastikas.
It is a novel feature within the broader context of emotional symbolism, as seen in the second pendant. However,
both pieces may have been crafted to explore meditative concepts related to the astral body and ancient knowledge.

Looking at the golden beads® from Vani grave 24 with similarly featured double swastikas in pairs that is
rendered in a granulated technique (Fig.2.4), we suggest their gradually increased meaning. That finally becoming
a pat of dress decorative pattern (Fig.2.5) among the Hellenistic society of central Colchis in Vani raises question
if they suppose also for ritual.

If our interpretations are correct, we hypothesize that these pendants could represent the structure of the
emotionally sensitive body within the human energy field and therefore, they could be ritually embedded. The
swastikas, functioning as symbolic wheels, might correspond to chakras—an idea that aligns with yogic traditions.
If so, then from the concept, they might reflect the structure of an emotionally sensible body in the human field,
where the swastikas, as a matter of a wheel, could represent chakras. Yogis practice their spiritual discipline
through the wheel of chakras; therefore, such a model may associate the swastika with the concept of chakras. We
do not know if rotational contrast is a sign of knowledge difference. However, they tend to define Colchian ways
of performing granulate art by discerning particular nuances of expression in a structure that might have been
significant to some local societies in Tsaishi, Ergeta and Vani. Suppose we try further understanding its patterns at
the habitual, expressive, and performing levels. In that case, it builds the potential to enhance the flow of positive
energy and communicate good feelings via this symbol. Furthermore, triangular forms of pendants, as a matter of
Geometric consciousness, convey cosmological knowledge visually.

From a conceptual perspective, the third golden pendant from Tsaishi® (Fig.3.1) and an open-work buckle
from Tsebelda’ (Fig.3.2), which feature a single swastika, may offer contrasting ideas about harmonious life. It
possibly symbolizes the rotation of life energy in harmony, and its apotropaic significance might be associated
with the presence of luck and wealth.

The applied braid method of the Tsaishi pendant is commonly linked to cognitive properties, yet a
swastika pendant of this type is unique in Colchis. The use of gold to craft an infinity symbol serves as a powerful
representation of luck and wealth, which may also reflect a genetic phenomenon tied to mythical Colchis and its
association with the Sun God Helios. Within this context, the pendant may convey collective messages related to
genetic, geographic, apotropaic, and celestial phenomena. We know that the sun® played a prominent role not
only in the mythology and history of Colchis, but there is limited information on whether they similarly engaged
with lunar’ phenomena.

There are several important questions regarding the particular representation of swastikas offered in the
third design type (Fig.4). Colchian potters and metalsmiths quickly adapted different iconography by depicting
multiple-armed small crosses. Each larger, unequal arm is bent at a right angle and faces to the left, with smaller
perpendicular arms, all arranged in an anticlockwise rotation. This design was rarely used on various objects,
including a ritual axe and a seal (terracotta print). Such a design signifies a great deal of knowledge, power,
and focus on something special. From Nosiri golden pendant (Fig.4.1) we recognize that they might have taken
different form. The image of granulated double swastika shows general principles in structural and directional

arrangement of cross inside of rhomboid-shape plate pendant with twisted frame. But different characteristic is

5. Such beads are occur in three example with slightly distinctive size and weight (L.3.44, D.1.11cm, W.6,30 gr. and L.3.44, D.1.11cm, W.5,95 gr.). See in
Georgian National Museum.

6, As excavator Lasha Jikia told, the golden pendant is evidenced in Tsaishi grave 1 and according to newest chemical analyses chronologically determined
by the 750 BC. The catalogue sees in: Papuashvili R., Jikia L., Kobalia N., Papuashvili I. 2022:117. Fig.142,6.

7. Buckles from Tsebelda , historical Apsilia consider I stage graves (170/200-260/270 AD) and occur in Tsebela warrior grave 1-82 that is ate to the 200-270
AD (Baghaturia-Kner 2022: Table 91,2.); appear also in Achandara (Gunba 1978:62. T. L-8).

8. There are several epithets of Sun God in ancient cultures.

9. 70 tablets of EAE concerns with moon in Babylonia, where the signs of the moon are understood as the massages for SIn. There are several astral aspects
of moon. The day of new moon is tamittu the secret of the great gods — the day of the divine splendour. A new way is considering with beginning of month
and favorable. The moon ‘completing the day’ bringing month the harmony and its mystical number is -30. Interestingly, if moon has been seen on the first
day the land would be content. But if the day of the New Moon is lengthen to its full measure, then has been supposed to be a reign of long duration (see:
Parola LAS II, sub LAS 100). There were omens concerning the moon appearance, also the rituals connected to moon. See: Buaer 1936. Rochberg-Halton
1988. Sachs and Hunger 1988. Koch-Westenholz U. 1995:100.
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formed through smaller perpendicular arm-attachments applying at the top to face left on the main arms. If such

image defined as functional attribute is difficult to interpret.

5

Fig. 3. Second type Swastika design. 1-Golden pendant (H. 3 cm, W. 3 cm, Thik. 0,25 cm) from Tsaishi grave 1 and date to the dated
to the first half of the 8th century BC. 2-Bronze buckle with open work swastika from Tsebelda. Sources: Papuashvili R., Jikia L., Kobalia
N., Papuashvili I. 2022:117. Fig.142,6; Baghaturia-Kner E. 2022. Tab. 91.14

It is interesting and mysterious to see this symbol applied to a Prehistoric terracotta print (Fig.4.3)',
which may have been used to represent someone important Iberian religious practice or to inform people about
significant individuals and events. Since creation of such images seem rooted in a set of certain cognitive local
species including Colchian bronze axe, it may also reveal a metaphorical aspect related to a cosmogonic myth. It
is hard to interpret, but from the case of bronze axe it is highly speculative to consider insights- how the life on
Earth first came to exist by symbolically dividing the earth and sky. This image produced on limited but conscious
collection which gives scope for various interpretations.

I don’t think these objects provide a complete picture of the symbolism, but we can speculate that the
individuals holding these objects were identified as particular saints. Perhaps they were used to explain alternative
interpretations of the swastika’s meaning, though it is difficult to determine what they were associated with or
what they sought to avoid. Speculation leans toward the profane structure since no identical samples'' are known
to me that would provide concrete social context.

In fact, sun symbols were integral to Colchian society and continued to influence life in various ways.
However, knowledge of sun-related rituals has not survived in any textual sources. We can only infer their
practical applications through the communicative power of symbols. The most meaningful insights arise when
we analyze a single image of the swastika as used on classical, late Roman, and early Byzantine pottery and bronze

wares (Fig.5).

Fig. 5. Selected wares with swastika.1-1a. Bronze cauldron from Namarnu (H. 25 cm, body dm. 30 cm). 2. Dablagomi juglet. 3.
Pottery Jug from Tsebela grave of male adult of 4th century. 4. Pottery Jug from Tsebela female grave 265 (29) dated to the late 4th century
AD. 5. Pottery Jug from Tsebela male grave 4 dated to the 500-530 AD. Source: Papuashvili R., Jiblaze L. 2025:104.Tabl III, IV; Voronov 1.
2003:105,53. Figs:175 (6), 124 (5). 146 (28). Voronov J., Bgazhba O., and others 1989:10. Pic.4 (29). Some graves are re-dated by Baghaturia-
Kner according to the Classification of Kazanski (Kazanski M. 1997).

The 5th-century BC bronze cauldron from Namarnu shows a combination of characters in the braided
decoration of the handle, a swastika engraved on both sides of the bottom, and an additionally attached iron
moving handle (Fig.5.1-1a)"%. These elements combine many ideas to convey functional significance and symbolize

concepts related to the divine, donation, and prosperity.

10. This terracotta print rom Katnalikevi attribute to 15th-7th century BC. See in: Javakhshvili K. 2021: 424, 671.

11. Dissimilar terracotta print of same class is found in I millennium Kazakh Sarytepe that is stocked in National Museum of Azerbaijan. (See: Dr Telman
Ibrahimov p.7. Fig.4.7-8. “Motive moving Swastika»(origin and symbolism of the ancient motive) Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences).

12. The bronze top is evidenced in Namarnu cultural layers of the second half of the 5th century BC. It considered to the cultic-ritual ware. See: Papuashvili
R., Jiblaze L. 2005:104-105. Tabl. III, IV. Ibeia-Colchis (Researchers on the Archaeology and history). Georgian National Museum, 19. Tbilisi. Other pots
with similar representation of swastika on both sides of bottom is evidenced in socially distinguished female grave 1 from Vani. Vani, 1972:238. Fig. 224-
225.



A completely different example is the Dablagomi jug (Fig.5.2), which features a reasonably well-presented
swastika on its shoulder. This is considered to be a Linear A inscription corresponding to the script £z’ It
remains enigmatic whether the script ku represents a sound with ritual significance or relates to the type of liquid
it corresponds to. The fact is that the swastika may represent different concepts, including letters.

We find individual examples of long-necked hemispheric jugs used for divine activities, easily distinguished
by representations of the swastika on the bottom' (Fig.5.4), below the handle® (Fig.5.3), or on the lower belly
(Fig.5.5). Of particular interest is the vessel shape, which may correspond to its function. Additionally, their
limited production understandably suggests they were used for specific occasions. In various regions of late
Roman and early Byzantine Apsilia, societies used these jugs in ancient ways, and it is intriguing to understand
why the symbols might have had significance, perhaps in medicine. They could be related to apotropaic rituals
or healing, reflecting important events linked to the protective ray of life energy. However, this symbolism was
not necessarily important for all communities in the area, as it appears predominantly in the central part, where
rituals related to the society of Tsebelda may have been more frequent.

Other local items, such as pithoi and amphorae, also feature elements of the swastika, possibly to express
more abstract concepts of eternal prosperity. This is logically prior to transit wares activated in social life'”. The
challenge lies in the limited practice of such positive thinking in early Byzantine Lazica.

The most important characteristic of the examined items is their connection to natural phenomena rooted
in real events that were mystified by the ancients and encapsulated in symbols to convey deep concepts. These
symbols are, in certain respects, compatible with both Western and Eastern conceptual formats. They give us
confidence in understanding how these symbols integrated various objects and thoughts. This integration bridges
distinct nations, their mental categories, and, consequently, widely different geographies and chronologies. Thus,
the concepts they reveal are a mental construct of the ancient world, shaped by distinctive life experiences and
easily recognized in various objects of daily use in other countries. What distinguishes Colchis is the limitation of
metaphoric meaning and object categories that carry the swastika symbol.

For several reasons, foreign cultures have different approaches to symbolic storytelling, clarifying events
through various objects, including tablets'®, altars', statues, seals?, toilets, spindle whorls*, implements, helmets?,
fibulae, pins?, buttons, coins?, and idols®. The compositional repertoire shows the swastika and rosette on helmets,
often combined with human figures®, circles, birds?”, two lions?, or combined with fish”, animals®, as well as

mythological creatures® or scenes®’. The swastika even appears on the dresses (chest area) of Scythian Amazon

13. Kvashilava G. 2017:59, 62. Kvashilava G. 2017:67.

14. Jug occur in Inhumation Female Grave 265 (29) of 5th century AD. See in: Voronov 2003:53. Pic.124 (5).

15. Jug appears in Tsebelda, male adult grave 375. See in: Voronov 2003:105. Pic. 175 (6)

16. The pottery jug occurs in Tsebela male grave 4 dated to the 500-530 AD. Voronov J., Bgazhba O., and others 1989:10. Fig.4.28.

17. Swastika applied on Amphorae (cultural layers of 3r-1st centuries) and pithoi in Vani.Gamkrelize G. 2001: 157, Tab.IV. 6.

18. See Neolithic Serbian tablets and also the Copper plate representing the endless Knot and swastika. Five swastikas are represented on Harappa
Tablet.

19. Stone alter with swastika on pedestal in France museum of Toulouse De Mortillet (Musee Prehistorique). T. Wilson. Fig.220.

20. Some of the seals of Minoian period found at the House of Tiles on Lemnos (Casper Jackson). About 50 seals of Indus Script Corpora with swastika
Hypertext are found in Indus Valley — Sarasvati civilization from Bronze Age, 3rd millennium BCE. Swastika Hypertext supposed to be held as sacred
because of the association of Kole, which rebus is ‘Temple’ that explains the use of hieroglyph Kol -‘tiger’ (Proving that Swastika is NOT a syllable, but
hypertext of logo-semantic Indus Script. History of swastika and its use on metalwork wealth-accounting ledgers). See also the seals of Indus Script Corpora
signify right-handed and left-handed swastika hypertext; other seals are from Mohenjo daro.

21. It was found at Hisarlik (Known as Troy) by Schliemann (Schliemann 1881:350. see also: D‘Alveilla 1894:60).

22. Greek helmet with swastika marks on the top part (circle) ate to the 350-325 BCE from Taranto, found at Herculaneum. Cabinet des Médailles,
Paris

23. Bronze pins and buttons were found in Armenia. Bronze pin with swastika, Pointille from mound in Bavaria (Wilson T. Fig.202). http://www.gutenberg.
org/files/40812/40812-h/images/img215.jpg

24. Greek silver starter from Corinth ate to the 6th century BC (Exekias CC BY 2.0. Fig. 21); see also the silver coin, Kuninda, an ancient central Himalayan
kingdom, c. 1st century BCE,

25. Late Geometric Boeotian Bell-Idol with human, solar and tetragammadion (swastika) symbols (see: Boardman J. 1998. Fig.19).

26. See: Attic amphorae in Metropoltan Museum of Art (see Meskens A. 2009. Fig.5); also the Melian amphora depicting Heracles and his bride (see:
Boarmann J. 1998).

27. See the Cyprian Vase with Lotus and Swastikas and Figure of Bird from Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. http://www.gutenberg.org/
files/40812/40812-h/images/imgl71.jpg

28. Such representation is thought to be expecting dangerous creatures (Casper Jakson.p.5).

29. There is some Greek Krater quite unusually depicting swastikas accompany fish (or shark) and drowning men eaten by shark (Fig.2)). See also the late
Geometric Ischian Krater (Boardman J. 1998. Fig.4).

30. With horse see in Late Wil Goat plate from Rhodes (Boardman J. 1998). Milesian Wild Goat Oinochoe from Louvre Museum (see: Paleothooros d.
2007)

31. Gorgon-Headed Goddess plate from Rhodes from British Museum (see: Marie-Lan Nguyen 2007).

32. Proto-Attic Amphorae depicting the blinding of Polyphemus by Odysseus and his soldiers. Found in archaeological Museum of Eleusis (see Napoleon V.
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warriors and Athena®, as depicted on pottery. Here we see how these symbols construct conceptual integration.
From a functional perspective, they might carry ancient wisdom* about the «Four Winds»®, auspiciousness®,
life, eternity®, and apotropaic meanings for luck®, wealth, deities®, and the representation of faith and God’s
blessing* to empower their lives, while also producing aesthetic qualities.

Etymologically, the swastika is debatably of Indian origin, with the meaning of «well-being of the soul»*,
which is distinct from the meaning it has outside of India. This is why some scholars have declined to use it*2. If
we look at the geographic and chronological history, there were countries like the Hittite kingdom or civilizations
such as the Chaldeans, who are believed to be the first users of the swastika symbol, according to Professor
Sayce. Through contact with the Aryans, it later became familiar to the Assyrians, Babylonians, Phoenicians,
and Egyptians. Another version links it with the Brahmins before Buddhism spread to India*. The fact remains
that the swastika symbol has been retained by many cultures for various reasons over different periods of time
(throughout Western Europe, from the Mediterranean to the Adriatic). However, questions about where it began
and why it inspired so many different, often disconnected, cultures—passing from generation to generation—
remain uncertain and open to scholarly debate.

What we observe is that the knowledge behind the swastika easily entered the rhythm of Colchian life,
perhaps through migration. According to their beliefs, it was compatible knowledge that evoked hopes and

brought prosperity, good health, security, wisdom, and much more, fostering a progressive dynamic.
Borjghali (Leprechaun)

Borjghali is another way of expressing cosmic knowledge through solar logographic signs that visually differ
from the swastika. Morphologically, it is an expanding spiral—resembling a nebula—a positive and active sun
symbol often used in dress fasteners.

A disc-shaped golden buckle from Gonio (Fig.6.2) combines an image of geometric abstraction with ten
arms, with the center filled with green glass-paste. It evokes positive emotions, influencing imitation and a more
sophisticated understanding of what is felt in the borjghali. It represents a focus center—the abode of God—
from which the seven luminaries flow. These are the Moon, Sun, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn,

all revolving around their axis, which may appear to rotate anti-clockwise—a counterclockwise motion. If the

2003. Fig. 13).

33. Classical cup from Tarquinia featuring Athena and other members of the Olympian Pantheon (see: Mackenzie d. 2014. Fig.21

34. Swastika was formed in female figures, to consider fertility symbol. It appears with several symbolic representations in Near Eastern cultures (Samarra
and Susa) since 4000 B.C. But Samarra female figures were venerated as symbol of fertility. The female idols bearing Swastika also occur in Cypress, Greece
(beside several South-east European countries), in Ice Age culture of Mezine (Russia), and central Africa. But Swastika was occasionally associated with
several creatures; fish, snake, and lizard that commonly applied on funeral pottery to assure man“s fertility. See in: Boussy Muhammad Hussein Zidan.
2020.

35. In Hindu culture it is supposed to represent another symbol appropriable to number 30 (Casper Jakson). In Native American cultures expected to
similarly representing the four winds (Wilson 1894:771-772).

36. Amphora from Rodes provides a composition of riding men among the solar symbols and swastikas above, which suppose here to emphasize for both —
the rider and horse the luck and wealth. Some assume it to be possibly depicting the charioteer race. (Casper Jakson. pp.6,21.).

37. See W.G. V Balchin, The Swastika: Twilight of A Universal Symbol, Folklore Vol. 55, No. 4, p. 168

38. There is a plate applying the swastika with Gorgon-headed Goddess to the left, which grasps his hands around the geese. The use of Gorgon having
dangerous ability of taking life away that is combined with swastika, might have an apotropaic meaning for Good luck (Casper Jakson. pp.6,21; see also
Boardman 1998:156.). Due to the apotropaic meaning of Gorgon in Greece that often place on doors, walls and floors see the Garber 2003:2. But there is
another notion supposed to be representing a luck (or bad luck) on plate (Rodes ?), where the swastika combine with sphinx surrounded by dot-rosettes
(astronomical symbols) and uni-lateral crosses (Casper Jakson. Fig.10). because the sphinx is linked to the concept of death bringer. See also: Thomas L.
Wilson, 1896:769. The Swastika: The Earliest Known Symbol and its Migration, Washington, government printing office.

39. Swastika most notably represented or associate ancient Gods like Jupitar, Thor, Artemis, Hera, Demeter, and the Egyptian Lotus. See in: Stephen Heller.
2000:6.

40. Apotropaic meaning assigned to swastika applied on Krater together with bird (goose?) and circles (or wheels), where the gryphon is surrounded with
astrological symbols-that may insure the God blessing. Similar sentiment is seen in Rodian Amphorae and Milesian Oinochoe (Casper Jakson. Fig.6. Fig. 8).
Apotropaic meaning applies when Swastika associated with mythic creators like gryphon (linke with Zeus’s), as it depicted Samian WG panel from Samos.
(Casper Jakson.Fig.7).

41. It has the history of meaning derived from Sanskrit word svasika, which is composed of ‘su’ — ‘well’ and ‘asti’- ‘to be’, and the Sufix Ka’ — ‘Soul’ (Wilson
1894:769-771; Dumoutier 1885:329; Casper Jakson.p.4)

42. Muller addresses it as representation of cross. see: Miiller in Schlieman 1881:346.

43. Wilson, Thomas, 1894, The Swastika, the earliest known symbol and its migration. Annual Report, US National Museum, pages 757-1011. Washington,
DC. Govt. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/40812/40812-h/40812-h.htm See also: Stanley Freed and Ruth S. Freed, 1980:68-74. Origin of the Swastika; the
Natural History.



borjghali truly reflects the information connected to the seven stars (Pleiades), it might have been useful for
planting ceremonies, as recorded in some folk traditions*, where it is also associated with the agrarian solar® and
star chart calendar. Similar knowledge could have influenced the life of a female priestess from the Borjomi area,
who lived in the 14th century BC and carried the earliest known borjghali pendant from East Georgia (Fig.6.1)*.

Etymologically, in the West Georgian Mengrelian language, Borjghali is associated with the word ‘borji’,
meaning «Time,» and ‘Ghal’, meaning «movement» or «carry.» Therefore, the Gonio gold buckle (Fig.6.2) may
encode information for believers, stimulating positive abilities, promoting victorious movements, and symbolizing
a harmonious journey across the seven stages of life. By the way, to my knowledge, there is no similar or

synchronous cross-cultural comparison that provides a clear view of this concept.

Fig. 6. Representation of Borjghali design. 1. Bronze pendant of Female priestess from the grave of the 14 century BC found in
Borjomi district. 2. Golden buckle from Gonio dated to the Ist-Znd centuries AD. Source: Kakhidze A., Shalikadze T., Partenadze T.

2015:82. Fig.105.
Spiral

The spiral is another mystery* and a privileged decorative pattern in Colchian material culture that directly
inspired local potters and jewelers from the late Bronze Age. What is important about the spiral design is its
potential to represent conceptual principles of a multifaceted symbol found in artistic expressions and various life
contexts. The spiral appears in four models: ossified, S-shape, 8-form, and snail shell.

Some jewelry and fasteners shaped like animal or bird heads help us understand how people represented
growth and the idea of change, which interacted with their mental constructs in specific performances. Within
this group, we see two distinctive models: the S-shape and 8-form spirals. On the Hellenistic gold earring (Fig.7.1)
from Pichvnari®, the ossified spiral on the neck of the lion head may symbolize aspects of spiritual energy that
radiates back to each individual. It could represent the flow of energy and the rise of vibrations, which are
appropriate for embracing the rhythm of life, as it aligns with the circle—the symbol of the universe—and the
lion head—the symbol of power.

In contrast, the golden duck pendant® from pre-classic Narekvavi (Fig.7.2), which applies an 8-form spiral
on its wings, may suggest the concept of life energy or genetic code. Visually, it implies two-dimensional aspects
of concepts that are expected to be discovered and learned as the process completes a full circle. The path of this

spiral, as a moving mediation, represents a more pragmatic way of interpreting the cause-and-effect relationship

44. The priest sitting by the fireside inside the lodge could see the Seven Stars directly above, through the smoke hole’. See: Chamberlain 1982: 134-5.

45. See also Jalaghonia Z. 2014.

46. All in all 25 pendants have found in Borjomi district, in graves of villages Rveli, Gomna, Chobiskhevi, Kviratskhovei, Bornighele and Mzetamze. Only
one occurs in Baraleti (Javakheti). This pendant type is suggested as regional peculiarity of Samtkhe. See: Ghambashize I. 1999.

47. According to mythology the spiral is an image of evolution of the universe. It considers the orbit of the moon and the earth rotation. Spiral is represented
on head of Egyptian God Thoth and in Egyptian hieroglyphs spiral symbolizes the cosmic form of motion. In western tuition, the clockwise spiral linked to
creative force of Athena and its vice versa representation consider to Poseidon, which means the destructive force.

48. Kakhidze A., Shalikadze T., Partenadze T. 2015:38. Catalogue. Figs.45.

49. According to Kobalia N (it traces the signs of repair). See in: Kobalia N. 2023:87, 102 . Fig.2. The technological details of manufacturing the precious metal
artefacts of pre-classical period. Apotropaic meaning assured birds in some Orientalized work appearing together with the swastika.
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inherent in all things. Perhaps it helped transfer energy both inwards and outwards, and therefore, this pendant
may have had an apotropaic meaning. Moreover, I believe there was a strong urge to explore these symbols across

Colchis, as they symbolized the power of motion and energy, as seen in various sharp objects from the Iron Age®.

Fig. 7. Models of spiral (S-shape, 8-form, twinned). 1. Golden Lion head earring from Hellenistic cemetery of Pichvnari dated to the
4th — 3rd century BC. 2. Classic Golden pendant from Narekvavi. 3. Golden buckle from Qveda Gora treasure that approximate date is Ist-
3rd century A. 4-4b. Golden necklace from Greek necropolis of Pichvnari, dated to the 5th century BC. Sources: Kakhidze A., Shalikadze
T, Partenadze T. 2015. Catalogue. Figs.16, 45.; Akhvleiani D, Charkviani M., Kharabadze S. 2025:73. Tab.V,2.

If we look at the single spiral reference on the golden buckle from Qveda Gora® (Fig.7.3-3a), set directly
above the 8-form frame (Fig.7.3-3a), it shows how mysterious spirals may run around the amber stone, creating
meaningful patterns. Spirals that run outwards carry energy away, while the 8-form base brings energy into the
core of the focus (similar to the vibratory motion of a rapidly moving wheel). The focus represents a force of
endless expansion, which may arise from living things and even from the power of combined amber stones. As
it provides unending opportunities for processes to unfold, it might also serve a functional role in marking the
overcoming of difficulties, suggesting its protective nature.

A certain effect within the composition of the golden necklace®® from Pichvnari is the combination of
globular beads and twinned spirals shaping butterflies (Fig.7.4-4b). This form may spiral the energy to evoke
prosperity. The energetic focus on the gold metal could further activate more light for its owner.

The concept of vibrational frequency, which anciently fascinated the Colchians, is also signaled in the most
favored decorative strap-ends attached to miniature figures and fasteners. This motif continuously appears in
bow fibulas® (Fig.9.4), which were used to fasten dresses®*, overgarments, head coverings, or decorative straps™.
This symbolism may reflect a series of distinctive emotions triggered by various situations. But beyond the
visible aesthetic, it likely carries cognitive symbolism related to the Sun, tasked with conveying positive ideas
of corresponding forms. It bridges the knowledge of symbols and behavioral data, influencing the branding of

fashion and continuing its impact.

50. Interlocked S-form decoration applies the asymmetric blade of Bronze axe found Khikhadziri treasure from Khulo date to the 8th — 7th century BC. But
decoration also entails snake and stylized dog placed in different parts of blade. Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N., Nagervadze M. 2016:78. Fig.113.

51. Akhvleiani D, Charkviani M., Kharabadze S. 2025:73. Tab.V,2.

52. This golden necklace appears in the 5th century BC Greek necropolis of Pichvnari,. Kakhidze A., Shalikadze T., Partenadze T. 2015:21. Figs.16.

53. The fragment of ark brown pottery ware with representation of concentric spiral is evidenced in 12th — 11 century BC cultic area of Pichvnari. See in:
Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N. Nagervadze M. 2016:17. Tabl.148.

54. Baghaturia-Kner E. 2023:76. Fig.1. Female Images from North-West Colchis.

55. Baghaturia E. 2012.



There are several pottery groups using spirals in three different ways, including the radiating single spiral
and the 8-form spiral. For the reasons mentioned above, we cannot observe specific activities that consistently
appear to relate to ceremonies or rituals, as these nuances remain in the surface phenomena of the depicted
symbols. However, these symbols communicate information that perhaps represents words (sounds of language)
interacting with the principles of vibration, fulfilling a mysterious purpose.

The pottery samples with distinctive single spiral designs may serve different functional purposes. There is
no definitive answer as to why indigenous people produced flared rim flasks with disc-shaped bodies and spiral-
like concentric circles in the Classic and Hellenistic Achara periods (Fig.8.1-2). However, such wares clearly
reflect life experiences and direct interactions, possibly with ideas that became significantly important across
vast distances. Some earlier pottery fragments with representations of single spirals have been found in Pichvnari
(Fig.8.3-4)%, the earliest of which appears among the fragmented multi-compartmental sanctuary of the 10th-7th
century BC cultic site in Pichvnari*’ (Fig.8.4). However, these fragments are not always helpful in distinguishing
whether the ware was meant for an invisible process of ritual driven by mental constructs or belief, or whether it
was attributable to a cultic ceremony.

We don’t fully know how the societies of Roman Colchis perceived the significance of the single spiral®®
symbol, but it evidently became associated with the practical use of kitchen and tableware pottery. The long-
necked jugs® (Fig.9.1) gradually shed their association with symbolic wares to reinforce the energetic focus
of pagan roots. There are extremely rare cases of similarly depicted hemispheric jugs® derived from Tsebelda
cemetery. The single spirals below their belly delve into the meaning of creative energy, showing what spiritual
power was considered and how it could be used to gain control over reality. Since such spiral shapes visualize the

energetic direction of breath, they may have been used for specific purposes such as healing or promoting growth.

Fig. 8 Representation of single spiral on selected pottery wares. 1-Flask from Pichvnari dated to the 5th century BC. 2-Flask from
Hellenistic cemetery of Pichvnari dated to the 4th — 3rd century BC. 3-Fragment of ware from Pichvnari dunes dated to the 8th-7th
century BC. 4-Fragment of ware form Pichvnari cult area of 12th -11th century BC. Sources: Kakhidze A. Partenadze T. 2017:112. Fig.136;
Kakhidze A. Shalikadze T. 2023:20. Fig.11. Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N., Nagervadze M. 2016:98.Fig.148.

Some deep dishes®' (Fig. 9.3) with identical spiral designs expand this connection in another way, relating
to fertility by linking to feminine energy and the divine, specifically the goddess. These wares could also reflect

the nutritional aspects of life that empowered people to ensure a prosperous future. For some health reasons, they

56. The classic disk shape flask of yellowish-brown colour is dated to the 5th century BC and found in Tsikhistdziri. See in: Kakhidze A., Partenadze T.
2017:50. Tabl.63.; Another, the Hellenistic disk shape flask of black-grey color occurs in Pichvnari cemetery of the 4th-3rd century. See in: Kakhidze A.,
Shalikadze T. 2023:20. Tabl.11. Third pottery fragment with cannelure depiction that made of light brown clay is found in dunes of Pichvnari and ate to
the 8th — 7th century BC. See in: Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N. Nagervadze M. 2016:106. Tabl.160.

57. Kakhidze A., Surmanidze N. 2023:117. Tabl. X.2.

58. It is one of the most common symbols of petroglyphs. Single spirals are used in several spiritual ways in Eastern and Western Cultures. Two of its
versions- Mandala and Labyrinth are well use symbols in druidic spiritual practices.

59. Long necked jug occurs in Tsebelda female Grave 192 (25). 4th century AD. See in: Voronov 1. 2003:42-43. Pic. 92 (11).

60. Hemispheric jug with spiral depiction appears in Tsebelda warrior Grave 251 (15) of 4th century AD.

See in: Voronov I. 2003:51. Pic. 118 (8)

61. See in Voronov 1. 2003:42. Pic. 90 (6)
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may have introduced practices that existed among the Mramba society, helping people respond to challenges in
potential conflict areas.

The only reason the casserole® from Apsilia (Fig. 9.3) may feature the frontal 8-shape spiral is to represent
the journey and transformation oflife. This complex spiral form demonstrates a very conscious nature of evolution,
which may also encompass the destructive force of Poseidon through the counterclockwise rotation. Therefore,
it does not exclude attribution to negative events, such as funerary practices or rituals concerning the soul’s shift
to the cosmic center.

Specific practices distinguish their private, social, and more broadly embracing understanding of the
functionally important objects.

Fig. 9. Spiral models on selected pottery wares and fasteners from Gulripsh
area. 1-Pouring ware from Tsebeld female Grave 192 (25) of 4th century AD.
2- Deep dish from Tsebelda warrior grave 183 (16) of 4th century AD. 3-
Casserole from Tsebelda warrior grave 248 (12) of 4th century AD. 4-Jug
from Tsebelda warrior grave 251 (15) of 4th century AD. 5- Bronze fibular
with decorative strep-ends of early 4th century AD. -Late bronze Age strep-
end from Racha (joisubani, Gorimo hill). Source: Voronov 1. 2003:42-43,50-
51.Figs. 92 (11), 90 (6), 116 (12), 118 (8).

Discussion:

I find it somewhat hypothetical to explore the role of symbols. Both could be understood as a space for
projecting one’s intention to give the right direction to a matter (such as the swastika or borjghali), as well
as sending sound to shape the idea (as in the spiral). However, the spiral may be associated with a physical
representation of consciously vibrated waves of spoken words or ritual performance.

If we look back to classical knowledge, there are notions about how harmonious or disharmonious vibrations
can be channeled into a specific form. The power of the world’s sound is reflected in the ancient Greek cult of
Orpheus as a creative force. Additionally, Pythagoras, inspired by Orphic traditions of music and science, offers
a very specific perspective on how words interact with music to make audible the ideas that come from the soul.
His philosophy connects mathematics and music:

«By playing strings of different lengths, Pythagoras discovered that sound vibrations naturally occur in a
sequence of whole tones or notes that repeat in patterns of seven. Like the seven naturally occurring colors of the
rainbow, the octave of seven tones.»

We know that Pythagoras introduced a musical instrument (the monochord) for conducting sound
measurement. This tonal space can be viewed as a spiral of tonal varieties (the cyclical structure of tonal space).
Such a structure with musical and mathematical characteristics represented an archetype of cosmology. This
would be familiar to the Colchians since they had close contact with the classical world.

However, I believe it would be more advantageous to follow the kind of wisdom in Hermetic philosophy,
where the principles of vibration are explained on physical, mental, and spiritual planes. It is meaningful to
consider this in relation to the knowledge of Colchian Medea, a royal family member known as a priestess of
Hermes. While we don’t have any textually supported rituals in Colchis explicitly connected with the vibration
of thoughts constructed in emotions and practiced in rituals, conceptually, this idea is possible. In fact, there
are many interesting applications, as discussed above, drawn from the daily life of Colchians. And I believe that
words were added to rituals to visualize ideas in specific objects and radiate the force of shaped matter, as mentally
conditioned by Hermetic principles.

Additionally, it is not easy to determine if different rates of vibration were responsible for the distinct

spiral designs used to define the matter. For example, if a single wheel with an open end could symbolize the
62. Casserole see in: Voronov I. 2003:50-51. Pic. 116 (12).



path of the soul—perhaps reflecting the idea of the Milky Way before its destiny. By this, I mean the shared
conceptual source for cultures around the ancient world, as it appears in Ancient Egypt, Ancient India, and
Ancient Mesopotamia. This could represent the earliest travels of the Colchian tribes, who were known to have

traveled widely in Mesopotamia.
Conclusion

The analysis above has shown how cosmological ideas such as the swastika, borjghali, and spiral have
shaped the cognitive art and material culture in Colchis over the centuries. These are puzzling symbols that
reflect how our predecessors understood life through cosmic principles and their efforts to explain the invisible
aspects of our universe by representing its structure in various forms. These symbols are believed to provide
insight into the cosmic nature and human sound, which represents the fundamental order of the universe. What
they reveal is the knowledge of fractal geometry, which we can now see reflected in quantum physics. They had
a deep understanding of the nature of vibration, akin to string theory in modern science, and the phenomenon of
equinox precession.

Indeed, they understood the swastika at a higher level, grasping the concept of infinity, which connects to
time dimensions and the win direction. The idea of time brings rhythm to life and raises different concepts and
insights that apply within cognitive, metaphorical, and symbolic branches of material culture. In contrast, the
spiral, visualized as a force field of vibration and a dimension of space, was shaped into an aesthetic energy or a
matter emerging from a composition. Since this knowledge is not specifically linked with any one god or deity, it
was tolerated across many cultures, including pagan, Buddhist, Muslim, and Christian traditions.

Cross-cultural comparisons suggest that these symbols universally represent concepts such as victory,
infinity, prosperity, good luck, or simply decorative forms. The Colchians viewed the adaptation of similar ideas in
a distinct way. They developed unique forms for basic thoughts and conceptual discourse in ways that integrated
mentality, innovation, and performance. What we don’t know is whether the Colchians attributed the same value
to these symbols throughout the Bronze Age, Classical, and Roman-Byzantine periods. However, it is clear that

they applied the idea of time across different cognitive, metaphorical, and symbolic branches of art.
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Abstract: The Colchian Bronze Culture is a significant archaeological culture of the Late Bronze
to Early Iron Age in the Caucasus region, specifically in western Georgia and its surrounding areas.
Mountainous Colchis, corresponding to the modern territories of Lechkhumi and Lower Svaneti, is an
integral part of the Colchian Bronze Culture and represents one of its primary centers of origin.

Archaeological investigations of the oldest metallurgical sites within the historical Colchis and the
Colchian Bronze Culture area began in the 1960s, following accidental discoveries and data collected
by geologists. The pioneers in confirming and excavating archaeometallurgical sites were 1. Gdzelishvili
and D. Khakhutaishvili, who conducted essential research on ancient metallurgical smelting remains.
More than 400 prehistoric metal-smelting sites in Colchis were discovered and studied, initially believed
to represent iron metallurgy remains.

Since 2010, archaeometallurgical research in Colchis has resumed, leading to the discovery of new
sites and the re-examination of previously excavated monuments. It was revealed that on the majority
of these sites—except for some exceptions—copper smelting was practiced.

These studies are complemented by data from newly discovered, previously unexplored
archaeometallurgical sites in mountainous Colchis, whose investigation began in 2016. The confirmation
of copper metallurgy through these discoveries, combined with multidisciplinary research, a re-
evaluation of sources, and the acquisition of new ethnological data, has enriched and firmly established
the foundation of the Colchian Bronze Culture.

Keywords: Colchian Bronze Culture, Mountainous Colchis, Archaeometallurgy.
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Abstract: Digital innovations are crucial in museum management, improving operations, and maintaining
public interest. The integration of digital technologies in museums, such as Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented
Reality (AR), Artificial Intelligence (AI), and mobile applications, enhances internal processes, facilitates visitor
engagement, and broadens the use of museum resources.

This paper covers different aspects of museum management, including virtual displays, AR technologies,
and Al in curatorial processes. It highlights the steps that Georgian museums can adopt by creating digital
infrastructure, promoting technological capability, global engagement, and digital planning for sustainable
development.

Through the successful adoption of digital technologies in Georgia, museums can be flexible to new demands,
scale globally, and form solid relationships with the new generation of visitors. Modern digital technologies will
help museums in Georgia to increase visitor numbers and improve their interactivity and accessibility to a global

audience.
Keywords: Museums, management, digital, innovations, technology

Introduction

The acceleration of digital transformation has revolutionized traditional museum roles, expanding beyond
mere preservation to encompass interactive education and dynamic visitor engagement. According to industry
analysis, museums have been compelled to adapt and integrate digital technologies to maintain relevance in
contemporary times. This transformation is particularly evident in how museums approach visitor engagement,
with new technologies enabling personalized experiences and deeper interaction with cultural artifacts.

Recent studies show that museums supported by Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

tools have significantly improved access to existing and new digital content. These advancements establish



interactive environments for active engagement with museum collections, fostering improved collaboration
among museum educators, and developing visual culture as a cornerstone of individual creativity (Agarwal,
2024). The transformation includes creating frameworks for narrative and educational tools that explain the
context of displayed objects while interacting with users through personalization based on their experience and
understanding levels.

The Evolution of Museum Digital Transformation

The acceleration of digital transformation has revolutionized traditional museum roles, expanding beyond
mere preservation to encompass interactive education and dynamic visitor engagement. According to industry
analysis, museums have been compelled to adapt and integrate digital technologies to maintain relevance in
contemporary times. This transformation is particularly evident in how museums approach visitor engagement,
with new technologies enabling personalized experiences and deeper interaction with cultural artifacts.

Recent studies show that museums supported by Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools
have significantly improved access to existing and new digital content. These advancements establish interactive
environments for active engagement with museum collections, fostering improved collaboration among museum
educators, and developing visual culture as a cornerstone of individual creativity (D'Auria, 2022).

The transformation creates frameworks for narrative and educational tools that explain the context of
displayed objects while interacting with users through personalization based on their experience and understanding
levels. The SYNTHESIS platform represents a significant advancement in museum digital transformation, offering a
comprehensive solution for managing and presenting cultural heritage. As documented in recent implementations,
SYNTHESIS functions as a platform of platforms (PoP) specifically designed for the management, curation, and
creation of digital cultural experiences.

How SYNTHESIS Works: From Artifacts to Immersive Experiences

SYNTHESIS simplifies the process of transforming traditional museum exhibits into engaging digital
experiences. The platform achieves this through four key steps:

1) Artifacts to Digital Assets: Physical exhibits are digitized into high-quality digital formats.

2) Digital Assets to Digital Exhibits: These assets are enhanced with multimedia content, such as historical
context, interactive elements, or animations.

3) Digital Exhibits to Digital Narratives: Curators arrange the exhibits into cohesive narratives that tell a
story.

4) Narratives to Immersive Experiences: These narratives are visualized using VR/AR or mobile apps,
enabling visitors to interact with the content engagingly.

The Building Blocks of SYNTHESIS

SYNTHESIS integrates three platforms into a seamless environment: iGuide which provides tools for
creating guided tours and interactive experiences. AFIGISSI (Narration) focuses on organizing and presenting
cultural content through narratives and WayGoo that supports navigation and location-based content delivery,
enabling on-site and remote users to explore exhibits effectively. These platforms form an ecosystem for digitally
managing, curating, and experiencing cultural heritage.

Advanced Features: Blockchain and Smart Contracts

SYNTHESIS incorporates blockchain technology and smart contracts to address intellectual property
rights (IPR) and content distribution. The tools ensure the following: Protection of Content where creators
retain complete control over their digital content, safeguarding it against unauthorized use (Koibddj, 2023).
Fair Compensation as the revenue streams is managed transparently, ensuring creators and distributors are paid
according to their agreements and Encouragement of Innovation. By protecting creators’ rights, the platform
motivates the creation of new digital content and experiences.

A Decade of Research in Digital Cultural Heritage

SYNTHESIS results from over ten years of research and development by the Integrated Research Laboratory
at NCSR Demokritos, Greece. It embodies the vision of the Digital Immersive Cultural Environment (DICE)

concept, which aims to transform cultural heritage into engaging digital experiences. SYNTHESIS has been
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used to showcase capabilities to create three distinct immersive applications, each demonstrating how digital
technologies can elevate cultural storytelling (Kasemsarn, 2023).

Opening New Opportunities in the Global Market

SYNTHESIS is not just a tool for museums and cultural institutions; it also opens doors to new markets.
The platform attracts national and international audiences, including tourists, educators, and researchers, by
providing innovative ways to highlight and reuse places of cultural interest. It allows museums, art galleries,
archaeological sites, and industrial heritage locations to present their material in ways that resonate with modern
visitors. SYNTHESIS redefines how cultural heritage is managed, curated, and experienced in the digital age.
Combining advanced technologies like VR/AR with intuitive tools for creating personalized narratives empowers
cultural institutions to engage with audiences meaningfully; its use of blockchain ensures fair practices and
supports sustainable innovation. With SYNTHESIS, the future of cultural heritage is interactive, accessible, and
inspiring. The SYNTHESIS platform and its integrated systems, such as AFIGISSI, iGuide, and WayGoo, can
significantly benefit Georgian museums by addressing key challenges and opportunities in the cultural heritage
sector. Here is how these systems can help:

1. Enhancing Accessibility and Engagement

Georgian museums, especially in regions, may face limited visibility and accessibility challenges. SYNTHESIS
provides tools to create virtual tours. Museums could offer virtual tours, enabling visitors worldwide to explore
exhibits without being physically present. Multilingual platforms can empower museums to deliver information
in ways that maximize their appeal to international tourists.

2. Modernizing Content Presentation

Using VR/AR and mobile applications, SYNTHESIS transforms how museum artifacts and exhibits are
presented. The Museums can use digital narratives and create immersive experiences, allowing visitors to «walk»
through historical sites or «interact» with ancient dynamic displays (Thomopoulos, 2021).

3. Supporting Education and Research

SYNTHESIS enables the creation of educational tools that benefit students, researchers, and visitors as
narratives and explanations are compelling and bring an understanding of the past and its relationship with the
present. Museums develop tailored narratives for schools or academic institutions, focusing on themes such as art,
archaeology, or ethnography. By digitizing and curating collections, platforms like AFIGISSI can help researchers
access and analyze artifacts more efficiently, even remotely.

4. Promoting Regional Museums

Many Georgian museums, particularly in regions, lack the resources to compete with larger institutions.
SYNTHESIS can expand visibility. Smaller museums can reach a global audience by digitizing exhibits and offering
online access through mobile apps and social media to enhance the experience before visiting. According to Gece's
2024 barometer, 72% of respondents indicate they learn about cultural activities through digital means, including
47% via websites and 44% via social media (Jimenez, 2024).

5. Addressing Financial Sustainability

Diversifying income, digital initiatives, partnerships with tech companies, schools, universities, and airports,
and exploring innovations can help museums create new revenue streams. Museums can sell access to virtual
tours or exclusive digital exhibits, even in airplanes, enabling people to monetize the collections beyond physical
visits (Kamariotou, 2021). Georgian museums could collaborate with technology firms to create VR/AR content.

6. Preserving Cultural Heritage

Platforms such as AFIGISSI securely store and manage digital versions of physical exhibits by reducing the
risk of loss or damage. VR/AR can reconstruct destroyed or deteriorated historical sites, such as monasteries or
fortresses.

7. Promoting on the Global Stage is possible by adopting SYNTHESIS, which will help Georgian museums
attract International Audiences.

8. Safeguarding Intellectual Property

Blockchain technology within SYNTHESIS protects the intellectual property rights (IPR) of digital content



creators. Museums retain control over their digital assets, ensuring they are not misused, and smart contracts
ensure that museums and creators are compensated for using digital content. Research indicates that SYNTHESIS
combines entertainment and education in an accessible and engaging format for broad audiences while developing
innovative detailed browsing tools (Taormina, 2023). This dual focus on engagement and accessibility has proven
crucial for museums seeking to expand their reach while maintaining the integrity of their cultural preservation
mission.

The DART Model

DART stands for Data collection, Analytics, Reporting and Technology Integration. DART Analytics
empowers museums to design audience-centric strategies based on visitor behavior. Dynamic Exhibits, including
real-time analytics on visitor movement within a museum and content updates to enhance engagement. Targeted
Marketing with insights from data enables personalized outreach campaigns, increasing attendance and fostering
loyalty. DART Analytics simplifies this process by digitizing collections, meaning analytics tools integrated
with digital asset management systems provide detailed metadata and search capabilities for online access. Also,
preservation insights related to data on environmental conditions, such as temperature and humidity, ensure
artifact safety (Najda-Janoszka, 2023).

1. Data Collection

Data is the foundation of DART Analytics. The information is usually formatted in a particular way. It is
measured, collected, and reported to museums to gather critical insights about the audiences, collections, and
operations. Museum visitors can now use mobile apps to buy tickets online and interact with digital displays,
which helps staff collect data about their ages, tastes, and activities. Data from entrance logs, website visits, and
social media interactions provide insights into visitor demographics, peak visiting times, and popular exhibits.
Surveys and sentiment analysis from online reviews offer qualitative data to understand visitor satisfaction and
define areas for improvement.

2. Analytics

After data acquisition, experts study these results for practical and actionable insights. It includes AI and
machine learning and helps museums identify patterns and trends. Forecasts depend on visitors from the past
and external conditions like weather and public events. By studying visitors' records, the tech team proposes
individualized activity options, forecasting visitor attendance based on historical data and external factors as
weather or holidays. Analyzing visitor data to recommend tailored exhibits, events, or tours.

3. Reporting

Reporting transforms complex data into accessible formats for museum stakeholders. As a result, interactive
dashboards, visualizations, and automated reports enable management to monitor KPIs such as ticket sales, exhibit
popularity, visitor retention rates to share insights with board members, donors, and policymakers to support
funding and strategic planning.

4. Technology Integration

The «T» in DART emphasizes the role of cutting-edge technologies in enhancing data collection, analysis,
and reporting. Technologies like IoT (Internet of Things), RFID (Radio-Frequency Identification), and AR/VR
(Augmented and Virtual Reality) expand the possibilities for Interactive Exhibits, which indicates that AR/
VR experiences powered by analytics deliver immersive storytelling tailored to visitor interests and collection
tracking, IoT-enabled sensors and RFID tags streamline inventory management and environmental monitoring
for artifacts.

Aspects of DART Analytics in Museum Management

Operational efficiency is critical for museums to allocate resources effectively. DART Analytics aids in staff
optimization, enabling predictive analytics to suggest optimal staffing levels based on expected visitor volume.
Energy management includes IoT-enabled systems monitoring energy usage, reducing costs, and supporting
sustainability. Collecting and analyzing visitor data raises privacy concerns. Context, relevance, and purpose are
given to the data. It gives knowledge, understanding, and insights that can be used for decision-making, problem-

solving, communication, and various other purposes. To build trust with visitors, museums must implement



B3 53560l J1bgm00-81%09700 © FEPMBIOBOFOS

robust data protection policies and comply with regulations such as GDPR. Smaller museums lack the budget or
expertise to adopt DART Analytics. On a tighter budget with fewer resources, small museums face the challenges.
Partnerships with tech companies and grant opportunities can bridge this gap, making advanced tools accessible
(Heras-Pedrosa,2023).

The implementation of DART Analytics requires a cultural shift for museum staff. The potential of DART
Analytics in museum management is vast and immense. Emerging technologies such as Al-powered chatbots,
blockchain for provenance tracking, and real-time data streaming will further enhance its capabilities. Being in
sync with changing visitor expectations and needs, technological advancement and global accessibility norms
have become imperative in the modern era, with the integration of digital innovations in museum administration.
The DART model (Data Collection, Analysis, Recommendations, and Testing) provides a phased and strategic
approach to successfully implementing these innovations. Integrating DART Analytics requires a cultural shift
within museum staff. The DART model ensures sustainable and meaningful digital transformation by guiding
museums through identifying needs, analyzing opportunities, formulating actionable strategies, and testing their
impact (Najda-Janoszka, 2023).

SYNTHESIS further amplifies this transformation as a comprehensive platform for creating, curating,
and visualizing digital cultural experiences. Its ability to centralize content management, personalize narratives,
and facilitate immersive experiences through VR/AR technologies positions SYNTHESIS as a game-changer for
museum management. By integrating blockchain integration safeguards intellectual property rights and ensures
fair revenue distribution, encouraging content creation and collaboration.

The combination of DART model and SYNTHESIS for contemporary museums delivers significant benefits,
including enhanced visitor engagement:

+ Interactive storytelling and immersive experiences captivate diverse audiences and offer unique ways to
explore cultural heritage.

* Increased accessibility enables digital platforms to overcome geographical and physical barriers reaching
global audiences and making exhibits accessible to all, including individuals with disabilities.

* Operational efficiency streamlines content curation and management processes to reduce operational
burdens and improve resource utilization.

+ Financial sustainability for new revenue streams from virtual tours, online exhibits, and digital content
partnerships to help museums diversify their income sources.

* Cultural preservation that digitizes artifacts and ensures their preservation for future generations while
facilitating research and education.

These tools represent a transformative opportunity for Georgian small regional museums as they can expand
their visibility and attract international and local audiences.

Summary

With SYNTHESIS and the DART model, museums can reconcile the gap between tradition and modernity,
preserving cultural heritage while ensuring relevance in a digitally driven world.

Integrating the DART model and SYNTHESIS into museum management modernizes operations and
redefines how cultural heritage is experienced and appreciated, marking a significant step forward in the evolution
of museums worldwide. DART Analytics shows exciting possibilities for running museums effectively. New
technologies, including Al chatbots and blockchain tracks, improve DART Analytics functions.

The DART model guides organizations through digital transformation using a structured data collection
and analysis approach followed by recommendation development and testing. It helps museums find their needs,
then studies option and develops plans that are tested to achieve successful digital changes. Through SYNTHESIS,
museums can develop and display digital cultural content on a large scale. Through centralized content control
and VR/AR support, SYNTHESIS lets museums deliver personalized, immersive digital experiences. Through
blockchain integration, SYNTHESIS secures intellectual property rights and distributes revenue moderately to
boost content creation and collaboration. Therefore, museums need to follow the modern standards and use

digital solutions to meet visitor demands while keeping up with new technology and international access.
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Abstract: This research presents the results of archaeological investigations conducted in 2023 and 2024 at a
wine cellar discovered in the village of Upper Makhuntseti, Keda Municipality, Adjara. The site features two rows of
traditionally arranged clay pitchers (qvevris) of various sizes, several of which bear characteristic relief decorations.
In addition to these vessels, fragments of kitchen and household pottery were uncovered both within the cellar
area and inside individual pitchers. Of particular note is a fragment of a red clay tobacco pipe with a preserved
section of its rounded, ornamented bowl. Similar pipes have been found in abundance at the archaeological sites
of Gonio and Petra, typically dated to various phases of the 18th century. Significantly, palynological material—
specifically grape seeds—was recovered from several qvevris. Radiocarbon analysis conducted in Israel has dated
these samples to the 17th—18th centuries. Through methodical archaeological research and the integration of
written and ethnographic sources, this site has been identified as a significant addition to the archaeological

heritage of Adjara. The wine cellar exemplifies a lightly roofed structure characteristic of western Georgia, which
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remained in use until the 18th century.
Keywords: wine cellar, Keda Municipality, pitcher, viticulture, winemaking.
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Abstract: The paper examines the role of events in museum development, focusing on their mechanisms of
influence and potential in enhancing tourism and regional visibility. The core mission of museums—preserving
cultural heritage, conducting scientific research, implementing educational programs, and promoting heritage—
is closely connected to event organization, which is considered one of the leading fields in today’s culture and
tourism industry. The aim of the study is to analyze the current dynamics of events in museums, assess their
effectiveness, and outline perspectives for future development.

The research methodology combines quantitative and qualitative data analysis, including the study of
secondary sources, processing of statistical data (ICOM, NEMO), and in-depth interviews with target group
representatives. The study discusses the typology of events (local, universal, distinctive, and mega-events) and

the key factors determining organizational success—strategic planning, efficient use of resources, risk assessment,
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and marketing support.

The analysis revealed that events significantly increase museum attendance, contribute to the positive image
of the country and the region, foster local economic development, and create opportunities for social integration.
The strengths of successful events include diverse cultural resources, professional staff, governmental support, and
affordable ticket policies. At the same time, weaknesses and risks have been identified, the elimination of which
requires systematic management and continuous innovation.

The findings conclude that events in museums are not only a tool for attracting visitors but also a strategic
lever for promoting cultural heritage and establishing the museum’s competitive advantage, which has a significant

impact on the country’s image and the growth of tourist flows.

Keywords: museum, event, cultural heritage, tourism, management, marketing, event typology.
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Abstract: The present paper discusses the Iberian—pre-Georgian civilization of the 4th-2nd millennia BC,
noting that this civilization, which existed on the territory of Georgia, had cultural predecessors in the 7th—
5th millennia BC, rooted in certain branches of civilization. It also addresses the fact that, in order to preserve
the identity of this cultural civilization in relation to the Georgian ethnos under the conditions of 21st-century
globalization, museums play a crucial role.

The paper aims to define the place of Georgian culture in the context of the history of world culture.

Keywords: Ethnos, research, identity, museum.
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Abstract: At the present stage of Georgia’s economic development, the tourism sector plays a crucial role.
According to the National Statistics Service of Georgia, tourism contributes between 6-8% of the country’s
gross domestic product and accounts for nearly half of its service exports. Given Georgia’s abundant tourism and
recreational resources, there is significant potential for growth in this sector. However, to fully capitalize on these
opportunities, it is essential to accurately assess the challenges facing tourism and implement effective measures
to overcome them. One key challenge is the inadequate level of transport and logistics services.

This paper evaluates the current state of Georgia’s transport and logistics system, identifies its weaknesses
and the negative impacts on tourism, and offers targeted recommendations to enhance the efficiency of the system
and further support the tourism sector.

Keywords: tourism, economy, transport, logistics, cluster
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Abstract: The paper discusses the cradle and the customs associated with it, as observed in Georgian-Abkhazian
life. One of the primary goals of ethnological research is to study folk traditions and explain the reasons behind
their existence. Traditional cultures had different attitudes towards the cradle. Since ancient times, certain traditional
systems of caring for infants and raising the future generation in general have been developed among different peoples,
which include various folk rules. If we evaluate them from a modern perspective, many things may be unacceptable to
us, but all folk rules and traditions that were in force in societies living in a certain geographical or social environment,
at a certain stage of historical development, taking into account their living conditions and level, seem to have been
acceptable and optimal for these societies. With the development of society, these rules were refined and became more
perfect.



Bbod sFoMob B79byrdo-0rbyndo ws germdserobsgos

The newborn baby would spend three days in the mother’s womb, apparently to gradually acclimate to the
completely unfamiliar environment. After a week or two, the baby would be placed in a cradle. The midwife or the
head of the family would perform the cradle ritual on a selected day during the full moon and bless the baby.

The customs related to the care of a newborn are a religiously specific system, combining both archaic religious
traditions and Christian rules. In Abkhazia, a woman was brought up on Thursday a few days after giving birth and
the ritual ,,Agilara” (also known as ,,Aglakha”) was held in the name of the fertility deity, in which only women
participated. The same custom is observed in other regions of Georgia in a modified form.

The folk tradition of upbringing, in some cases, was unjustified from the point of view of medicine, and firmly
established itself in the life of the population, since it met certain requirements of residents, corresponded to their living
conditions. Of course, with the progress of time and changes in the environment, these traditions were modified, and
in some cases even disappeared. A clear example of this is the fact that in modern Abkhazia, since the beginning of the
21st century, the custom of raising a baby in a cradle has almost disappeared. Based on the above, it is clear that the
common origin of the system of raising children in the Georgian-Abkhazian tradition and the history of coexistence
have been formed over the centuries.

Keywords: Cradle, Custom, Abkhazia, tradition
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Abstract: This research examines the socio-political and cultural-educational landscape of Batumi between
1879 and 1885, a period marked by the city’s rapid transformation under the Russian Empire following its
incorporation in1878. Drawing on literature sources, periodical press dedicated to this period, the study analyzes
the political climate shaped by imperial administrative reforms, the activities of local and foreign communities,
and the interplay between economic development and social change, Batumi ethnic and confessional diversity
and etc. Important attention is given to the emergence of cultural and educational institutions, the spread of
literacy, and the role of religious and ethnic diversity in shaping Batumi’s public life. The methodological approach
combines historical-descriptive analysis with elements of comparative history, enabling a nuanced understanding
of Batumi’s position as both a strategic port and a multicultural urban center. The findings reveal that the years
1879-1885 constituted a formative stage in the city’s integration into the imperial system, fostering new forms of
civic engagement while also exposing tensions between traditional social structures and modernizing influences.
This period laid the groundwork for the more dynamic socio-cultural processes that would characterize Batumi’s
development at the turn of the twentieth century.
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Abstract: The production of currency has historically been subject to rigorous control mechanisms aimed
at ensuring its quality, maintaining its value, and preventing counterfeiting. The phenomenon of currency
falsification dates back to antiquity and gained significant momentum in the 20th century, particularly during
the First and Second World Wars. Nearly all nations engaged in the strategic counterfeiting of enemy currencies,
seeking to destabilize opposing economies through the introduction of forged banknotes into circulation. In
certain instances, countries even extended such operations to include the currencies of their allies.

In the second half of the 19th century, Batumi’s role as a trade and transit city led to a diversity of currencies
from different countries. The rapid development of free trade and monetary systems also contributed to the
print and the circulation of counterfeit money. Documents preserved in the Ajara Archival Department provide

valuable information on this issue.
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NBLGHMJBHo: 1915 Hab GMligools xs6gdol FomrdsGHgdmmds EIBMIEIES 5F5MOL SEYOLMIM03
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L53sGEb3obm LolsdsMmem 3MmEglo. 3500 dgdangl MsdEgbody 9sd0sbol 1103300 EILKS, Tog®sd
L5gdoMmzggeml Imbsbergmdols 3dgrsgo 3Gmo@glGol gsdm s 93egbosh 5s8056ms OO sgd@orMm@MdOL
39009350 9m3060L3H9dds 396 89dggls 00 d0bINGO Logdol dBragrmdg Boyzsbs. Brligdds Js063 dmsbgmbals
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Abstract: In 1915, the failure of the Russian army was blamed on the local population of Adjara. The Russians
declared the locals to be “traitors” and staged a “shameful” trial. They managed to execute several individuals,
but due to the strong protests of the Georgian population and the active involvement of influential figures, the
chauvinists were unable to carry out their “vile plans” to completion. Nevertheless, the Russian authorities
succeeded in deporting a significant portion of the population from Adjara to various locations, primarily within
Russian territory. Eventually, under intense public pressure, they withdrew the fabricated charges against the
population and “admitted their mistake.” However, this “disgraceful act” by the imperialists remains deeply
etched in the memory of the people.

Keywords: protest, Ajara, accusation, military forces.

1914 il 5330bGH™To soffigm 3o6H39eo Amzeom mdo. 53 mddo gHhmdsbgmol 3oMoldot 0ybgb
9600L IbG0g: 39035605, 53BEMO0, BMYWAIMINO S MOMIJ00 s Fgmerg Fbstgl 30 0byErolo, LaggMsbygomo,
6gomo. 58 mddo 8609369cmmzs60 sa0Mmo gFoMs 3533500l MYaoMbL, gsblsMmMgdom 3o dsmvydol
owds. 1914 ool fobs 3gMomeol 0omgdol gggams dodmfgMs 0339Mmools 396¢M0sb  3sg3sL0580
d99bgdmEs d50vydol Mgl s o d0dEobsty 3mEo@nzM® 3MmEglgdl. Bggb, Gmlgmol, 39Mdm
3939MdMMoLs ©d FmlizM3zol, MBOEILOLS s dsmMYdol s0J0oz9dd0 bsbaMdeogo FMlsmdol J9gs®
390m353@0bgm 365 ghmo MmBoEosWMMO ©M3MIgbE0, MmIgmog dggbgds LimMgw bgdmo mgdmmbs.
390030656 9d9sb J0BIbgmbogrs 903358605 FsGmm Lsbmysmgdobmgol doa39hm©gdobs 56
9600 Ls5MJozm E™IIgbGHo, MMIgmoE 559356053901 Fgxol MMLYMOLS s LEEEoL Mv@MJgmol Iy,
9Ju356L0MboLEHMO  3mE0EHOIsL. gi LsobEHgMglims 0dgbs M8gbssE ML LadsMmzgwwm 0dymaegds,
B™AS 396Lb3390ve Fog™sd Alogll LoEsEosdo. sdo@mad Logmmbowyg ymggemgol ogm ol dmszs6o
150v95¢gds , MMIJEOE 00EIMES M530L 353MRYBOLS S MZ30mTYMBIEMBOL F9boMPmbgdols Moyl
35BLL. Lffmtgo O™ gl Logmombogg 3385Gmgdl @gl.


https://doi.org/10.52340/gmg2024.01.001

Bbod sFoMob B79byrdo-0rbyndo ws germdserobsgos

1913 §eools 27 bgd@gddgdl  GMlgomol 0d3gMool dobsgsb Lsgddgms LsdoboliBmmsb Lsowdenm
Pa0ogrgdo domzos 39335800 IgxolbsEzsemol 39B63gwsMOosl, Lysa ghgds: ,,00MMdgodo 3odobs®gmdls
583565 LomTo0 TBEYDS 5 LY 56 5GHOL JSTMOGOEFHYY; 0 gosbBoMmME 3HMZMIs30900 B39bBL Fobsswdogy. o
B53Myg5¢039399¢035 ,, 5H5RsBOEO MYHI00“ MMYIBOBIE0ST 3559e0ghgl 3560LErsoLEBHNMO 3HM35560
0Mggmol Bsbezmgdl gsMgm. 3500 BMH300s olgErsdol sm™MmAobgds bbgs J3gybgddo. s8 obbo dsm
396L53MOPRMO  YMMoEEgds dosgsogl HYLgmol 0d39MmosL, Loz EbrMamGMBL IHsgsemMosbmgzsbo
3lewodobmo Imbisbegmd s 3500 Mol oliersdol s@m®dobgds dgbsderms LslaMagdwrm smdmBbogl
0Mggmolsmgol, dolo MMmDogHommdol gslisd(jzs39dms@ GYlgmmsb. 3 doBbom myMdgdols dogH
GHlsgodo oabsgboer odbs  3s3MgdoLs s brxgdols Laboo ,,0bsegsBMEs MNMMIJdOL* dmdbMHy bobo.
900LMgd0 35089365 FMeysbY, yoModdo, s sBosls s 39335L0530. 259mMAEObIGY 9dgEsb doowgl
9900503090 Dm0, Msms 3933580580 , B3960 LEMIGIR0MEsE 93 8600369cmmgsb bs@gdo, OEHEMYdIs
396 5fo®Immb doMsdmdmnbmgero bisgddosbmds. 3ol oo rMzowo 9dbgdsm, MoEysb ollobo oo bsbos
m3bgdmdgb A39gbL 958Mdg390oL 39335006 s 0F A9VGHMDGIL. 939 gdsm; 1) IHglgo gdolitgdby
2956L53M9dME0 YMBGIMIDS 2) 4IMMYs 355db30mgm 3560L¢rsdMo 0oL FogzMEIIdsDY
babihogo §ob serEgjoo 8ol gmggwo bs8:ysegdgdom, 3) ©asfiglgm GZswWMZawro Y3gws YEbMILbY,
296L531MYd0m 3533505698000 EsLIbEYGdME s©A0EgdT0, 4)456L53NMId0M 3MBEHGMEWDBY s0g435690
ol bmyxgdo, HGMIWgdTs3 gobsmegds doomm wsbmgmol Lalvyeoghm 3gb@™Mmgddo”. [1]. sbgmo FoMowmgdo
39GOHM3MEW00Esb 5605 90 odmogHsghs. msgol AbMog 3933500l 8gxzolboggsEo 935MgdEs dsmydols
m@dol 3w999Mbs@MOL , Moasd g Mmedo sbLogMmMMId0m SbErml IEIdsMYMIPS  MHMJJMID ©o
39530056 359maBsgbo yzgems faMomdo dmbligbogdwemos gl mendo. 1913 femols 30 gdGgddgml 39335800l
9980Lbs33wol 39639WsM00Esb [f9Mbgb 350030l Mmerdols LsdbgEmm gwdgMbsEGMML: ,, Bgobfjsgurgm ©s
§o®m0may0b9m yzgws 00 wEbmgaol 3obomds, HMIgerog d50¢)ddo bMZMMBL. Jmmoolol FoMmEsMIms
1553850039 mb MBOMBOL Msbsdgafg ds0dol menddo s3bmdgdEs LsdbgM™m 39dgMbs@m®l 1913 Farols
2 og@mddIOL ,, goblogzmm®gdol  smlobodbsgos dghgoo ,,0B0Bog , GMIgwog bogds ds0vdol merdols
3560LersdolEBMIMO 0JJIOL 253M(3gEgdol 396GH®0. oL S®Lsbodbsgos, MMI 0 BIoMs©  IOs6
0MMggmosh  gdolimgdo s 0g3g ™mGHIBA0 9J300 MOYMsE BsoEImm FgbgzgMgdo. 59 IghgmTo BdoMs
9903B693056 ,,0b5¢a5BMES MOMBJMS [Fo®dmsagbargdo. a3 ggbgds 3meoEosl, LosE ¥YIMsgEglimds
05305000560 ,,HHgI3gd0“ 50056, dbgEros >0 bEmds, Moyt olbobo omms dmgdsgz3096
3560LEsdoLEBHMOO 253w9gbols §39d. FoBsbdgimbowos dmeogool gsdwoghgds Mo gegdgbEgdom®
[2]. O0amBoMgmds MbEsmMsb 0dsdIdMEs. F0MbgEszs  dguol GYlgmol FBGHOEB  YoEIMYdMEOo
335360 ©mbolidogdgdols, 1913 ferosb dsmwydol menddo mvyedgmo, ggMdsbos oo MomEabmdoom
305360005 5396390l FmLobergmdol ssdMbEYdms. 1913 ool 17 mgd@mddghl 35335800l dggolbsggwrol
396395605 9998mmgd0m fj9Hs d300v3d0L Mmedols LsdbgE M 3dgMbodmml: ,,800IbgEs35® Jo9BIMYOIO
©mbolidogdgdols, mgd3gb meddo dgodhbgzs mbdsEIMo LoEsH3gMH3M Logd0sbMBdOL gosgEO@Mgds. mgdzgh
306 99dgwom Mmoo 353¢gbol olg 39dw0gMgds, GMI FGHMIIOL 39M930GHIMO 3MM3s506s 396
393530690005 (bsbgslsds B3gb0s -tm.g). 58 F0BoM0¥)gdom 1g3960 5030b0LEHMHE00L Logdosbmds Laglgdoo
5505353859mR0egdg05 . [3]. B3g60 sBMH0m MomMglio LEobEHIMgbms dommdol merdols 4«dgMbsdmMols
1913 20 mg@mademol badsbmbm §gMogo, Losg 39d033¢gdw9mos ol 3gMsa o 3memo@03s, GmIgulsg
3900 5GH9MYds 53 Fbs®gdo: ,,00d396m MEOEYOMEglmdsg, B396 3zLoMmmm gmzgwro mmbg gobdshmm,
Momd 993500 gMHmm Mliryeo gangdgb@gdo dsmvmdol menddo. dogMsd bsbsd 535 g93539mgdom B3gb
3300MdPO00 JMHmNIsbgmolm3zoL §1533930090065 Js®r39¢0 JMoLBH0s67d0 s 853850056900. 53 FoBbom
3039090 IMma39lgoEs 55 gMhmo gs3wgbosbo Jodmggmwo 853850560, Tg35de0g0 EOEAsEO  Fsbbs,
09350030690 dmgddggdol agads. Lsdfmbodm, y3zgws dmgdggds §smdsGgdgwo oym. 30MH39es©
0939350090 5858039900l 5TbgEOMYds, 306 56 FogzMaBI3bg0d Tom, B33 OLOBO MOEBHMIMSE Y39sBMOLYD
3mOL 03960H©bI6 393L. 339©gm boddos830gdol gsdmygbgds, Asg™sd Bobsbo sgog Fonmfg3geo obs.
35906 25005309303 g0 Mo gHm3z69d0L baerbols s30MHOL30MYdS JMHoLEBH0567dE B, sTolsmgol, dmzsfygo
5GHOBo 3MM3MIO305, 5Msd FgEIa0 9Ms8gMO. M3 dggbgds MHMULYRL, 53 Lsgddgdo olobo 3oMEsdod 3gM
B53580m, Moysb Lssgo@sgom 3s6dsbs 58 8gdmbggzsdo d@®mob ffolidzog by sibsdls Fysel. Gmym®E BsbL



©5(14g3oo dbsegs 59 dodsGmegdom. bsFomms Ubgs dgomm@gdol 353myggbgds, 89dwadsggds obgmo
3GmaMs00L5, GMIGEoE BOHMGOL Tgsbbodl Bzgbl Fm®LTodsgse s9m3sbgdl* [4]. s Lglsbodbsgs s@ols
56B396900 ol 30039, GMIgElsg MBI 5BIMYEES 53 3Mobgdo. Gog30l JbMog sME Meggmol dbstg
YOS Gl 39M031@ 25bBEMb35d0 dob Imfobssmdgaggdls. dsy. 1913 erols 29 bmgddghls ghm-gMHomo
oMeg gools®dl  Bs3MsMmMZaL 3MM3Isdo305, GMIgEoi 35 9M3MEIgdos Bgdm sFsMmsdo, sG®m306d0 ©s
BOWMdEs Jobs 3930 (3gEgdL B50¥dol FMlvyedsb AmLobagmdsl emol. 3meoEdgolGIMHOL 35930056
796056 INS 1159539l MBROMLOLIETO 33000bYYEMBM: ,,505 ferol (1913- m.3.) 21 bemgddgMl 35353900
0MMgmol §398930 M0, Grdgrol Lsbgaros sb3g Yoo M@0, 05393900L5L 356 fobsswdgamds gogofos.
50dMBbs 3MM3E53530900, Boss 9FgMs: ,,M9do bmx M MbEs ZomEmm MYMHIgool LolsMgderme
©5  GnLgmol LsBosbmE, Mbs 893939MOMm WIGHNL, MG HMLYNO 5003 30MHOLRG dofjobs,
3939390060000 03gMHmL Gemd 0Medgmds Es0dOYBML ygzges ol GHMOGHMM0s MMIgeog HYligmads fos®mgs....
39009 JMHoLEGH05690m6 056533OMAMdsL olobog g9sdfiy3gd ImdgbGdo GMigdl Fomagd0sh...
3353530900 SMEOWIII® 33535600 bogobls, 359M35(00 L5BMYSMIOM030 153399MHOL SEYOWYdT0O
95 5.0.% [5]. 5d5 BBL 0L 3cEOE03S, OMIEOL 3GHIMYOVSEG RO MBS MBTsEgmOL 033gM0s 3533510580
5 3500 Mol d5003ols menddog.

653 IBOM SHEM3JOMES AMBEr0m MIo 300 NBOHM 0053JIMES YIMM0YMHNMDS 53 MM Labgedfoxml
3oL s 1914 ol mgd@mddgmhdo s30M0L30MGds 30009353 Z3I0DIMES LoMmIs® Imddggdsdo. slgmos
9m3e90, 08 303mfgMHgdoL obssML0, HMIgEroE 035bsmE0g 5593505390l MM LsbgEdfiogmls Lsgdosbmdsls
39339b00b dbstgdo.

398myggbgdnmo fgsheagdo

1. 53560L 395@®3 Mo Lobgwdfoxm sMJozo (53Ls), B.1, 50f. 1, bsg. 123, yuGs. 21.

2. 0439. 8M6s. 35.
3. 0d39. 3Mé3. 48-49.

4. 53bs, bogd. 126, gms. 57
5. 0439, BM63.69



Llo3 sFomol dvHg00-0vbgrmdo s AemdseOBo305
b5 30603 B GHOHBL3MOEOL HmEo ds0MTob 9g3mbmIo3ME §5630056Ggd530
(XIX bbm&ﬁob 3w Bgmmbgobs s XX Bsvy3nbol wsisfigolido)

role of railway transport in the economic increase of Batumi
(in the last quarter of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century)
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Abstract: This scientific article aims to define the role of railway transport in the socio-economic
development of Batumi. In 1878, Batumi was declared a Porto-Franco (free port). From a chronological perspective,
the implementation of a significant project began in 1883, and by 1888, Batumi had become a self-governing city.

Railway transport increased both passenger and freight turnover in the city, which was also driven by
intensified trade. The railway sector represented a major factor in Batumi&#39;s economic development. The
relevance of this issue is further highlighted by the fact that Batumi received essential and practical economic
goods via the railway, which came from the South Caucasus, as well as from Central Asia and Iran. Batumi’s
economic growth was also significantly influenced by the blockade of the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits, clearly
evidenced by the fact that the volume of foreign goods entering the city by rail exceeded critical thresholds.
However, after the 1910s—-1920s, Batumi gradually began to lose its role as both a commercial and transit hub.

Keywords: Batumi, socio-economic development, railway transport.
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Abstract: Vine is one of the oldest plant. In our country there is a unique, volcanically petrified forest,
known as the “Goderdzi Fossil Forest”. It is located in the southwestern part of Georgia, at the headwaters of the
Dzindze and Adjaristskali rivers, at an altitude of 1600-2100 m above sea level.

Millions of years ago, in this area, a forest was buried under ash of volcano lava spewed. Currently, about
100 species of plants have been identified here. Both evergreen and deciduous species, shrubs, lianas and ferns.
Petrified stems, branches and leaf prints of plants can be seen in the rocks layers. The tree trunks found here
have been transformed into minerals - opals and chalcedony. especially the trunks and leaf prints of giant vines.
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Particularly noticeable are the giant vine stems and the prints of vine leaves.

Professor Medea Uznadze was the first who discovered numerous leaf impressions of wild grapevines in
the Upper layers of Goderdzi Formation rocks in Georgia during fieldwork in 1960-1961, This discovery was
identified as Vitis teutonika A. Br. and one of the grapevine leaves was identified as Vitesx goderzika.

Another interesting discovery was made in the area of Goderdzi Pass, near the Dzindze River - a fossilized
vine stem, which paleobiologists have dated to 15 million years. Microscopically, a fresh fracture of the specimen
clearly shows a radiant radial structure from the center to the periphery. Such lines are characteristic only of
vines.

The care, protection and proper use of the Goderdzi fossil forest is of great importance. It would be good to
organize a «geological park» here. For this, it is necessary to create the necessary infrastructure.

The remains of vine stems and leaf prints discovered in the layers of the Goderdzi petrified forest tell us that
in Georgia, especially in its western part, 15 million years ago, a giant wild vine flourished, and there were many
representatives of the vine genus Vitis-s, which were petrified by volcanic impact.

The Goderdzi fossil forest is a significant natural monument. It is interesting both from a scientific and
touristic point of view.

Keywords: ,, Goderdzi Buried Forest”, Vine stem, Fossilized leaf vitesx goderzika, The importance of the
»geological park”.
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Abstract: As you know over the years, numerous individuals with remarkable biographies have worked
within Adjara’s educational system. Their contributions extended far beyond the advancement of education
in the region and the upbringing of successive generations; they also left an enduring legacy in the collective
memory of the people. This is particularly true of the first generation of educators who began their work in Adjara
during a most challenging period—at the dawn of Soviet rule, an era marked by profound historical and cultural
transformations. The collective memory of local communities has preserved a wealth of vivid recollections
concerning their professional activities, their interactions with the population, and their efforts to cultivate the
cultural life of villages more broadly. These memories, at times, diverge significantly from the data presented
in official historiography. They capture highly engaging aspects of Adjara’s past and substantially enrich the
official historical narrative. It was precisely this realization that encouraged us, through communication with
representatives of different generations, to study these stories preserved in people’s memory. Our aim has been to
foreground the events experienced and internalized by respondents, and to examine a crucial and transformative

process in the history of Adjara—the elimination of illiteracy and semi-literacy—through the prism of personal
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recollectionns and individual narratives.
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Hliteracy,Society for the Spreading of Literacy among Georgians,Georgian Charitable Society, Schools for the

Eradication of Semi-Literacy.
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Abstract: A particularly interesting group can be distinguished among the ceramic material from the
ancient-period cemetery of Pichvnari in Kobuleti. This group stands out from other Colchian pottery due to its
specific and visually striking forms and decorative motifs. The distribution area of the Pichvnari-type jugs does
not extend beyond Pichvnari itself; they are primarily found in Colchian and Greek cemeteries dated to the
5th—4th centuries BC. This form of jug does not appear before the mid-5th century BC and continues into the
4th century BC, though with less intensity. Observations of the construction of the vessel forms have led to the
hypothesis that at least two pottery workshops were operating at the site.
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3mbo330gmd00(BHod. I, 5. 358m0MBggzs d3. §. V I 3meby® Lsds®mgzsbby smdmBgbowo ©mdo, Gmdmols
AHBL doMs8g my39ds FofjgolgdMmo mMbsdgb@Gol LodgBMmoMmsE gsbmsggdmmo 4 39ME035IMo
BmEo, HmIEgdog gguerol sbsfgoliorsh gogMmosbgdmmos Lfim®o bsbgdol baMEyggwoom (sd. I1,1). s@ols
935993056930 39030350 dMOEMdBY PGB Tm3mmg fofigmgzsbo m®Mbs3gbEom, MMIol sbsemao
265 0gml 3359¢30L 0336500 mdol BMLRT9EEO [3sbody, Bsdmesdg, 1993:68] (@sd. I1,3,4)



Bbod sFoMob B79byrdo-0rbyndo ws germdserobsgos

33630705 39MGH035WIMs© b gdMwo gbfosbo BmmErol 6 FMmMEOLGdIMHO MmMBsIgbGO,
OHmO3 306005306 $0mGHI0BONMEO, 0l 39MGH0ISXM dYMEMADY PGB0 (Bsd. IL,5).

XIORIOH®B00 9PHMNSEINM05 B0F3bsMreo mdo ggmdgd oo goyMgdom dg. §j. V I 3meby®o
15356360096. ggeols slsfiyolio 9993meo 5gd3l Ima®mam Fggdol 3mMmOBMbEIMO LsMEYgEom. Bobols
B9 65bg3560 89939005 G0 MBYdm L53MMbYEId0m F98YIMO F93M@bgdoom (3sd. IL,6).

506036305 B0F3b65MMEWO Mol 350056G0 (d3. §. V b 3mby®o bsdstmgsbo, 1966 §. dgmeg
15356b0o), B36BY sBBOLYIMMO BMMNEGIOM Es YMMOL Bgs dmEwmby 39MIoL Ms30L biZME3G Mo
350mbsbMmgdom [39body, 2016:79].

3905 0dols, MM 358Mm0MBY3s 93010 BMMTom ibzs 3NEbMMO FMMFolsgsb, 53 BmMIsl dg®AB
1553g5OrLM6 MYHN0GHNMBOL, 37EE OO gergdgbEgdoL 4533l 30MHEI30MO 335¢03 9J3U, Juss 3oMOL
3306230600 gm®ds, HM3geog dsgrosh 3936 9eoby®o mobmgdmgdols LsdgMsl BMOEWIdOL BOASL (BHod.
11,7).

HmamOE 3bgsg3m, BEHOEWOLEWOO Fsbsbosmgdergdols dobgz0m, B0F3BsMOL  FHgMoEMMOsDY
9mgddggds Lyew d3oMg 2 Lsgombgm Lsbgermlbm, Lssg 2 Lsmzmbol dsbdoby TBIEOIOM©S
©ibzgfioo gm®dgdol dJmbg g8m3bgdom mMbsdgb@omgdmo FMGFgero.
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2. 35b0dg . (2016), B0F36560L dg. §. V' I 3mebm®o bsds®mgzsbo, 3o3F36s00-VII, dsmvydo
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dsmvydo
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