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Abstract: This research presents the results of archaeological investigations conducted in 2023 and 2024 at a
wine cellar discovered in the village of Upper Makhuntseti, Keda Municipality, Adjara. The site features two rows of
traditionally arranged clay pitchers (qvevris) of various sizes, several of which bear characteristic relief decorations.
In addition to these vessels, fragments of kitchen and household pottery were uncovered both within the cellar
area and inside individual pitchers. Of particular note is a fragment of a red clay tobacco pipe with a preserved
section of its rounded, ornamented bowl. Similar pipes have been found in abundance at the archaeological sites
of Gonio and Petra, typically dated to various phases of the 18th century. Significantly, palynological material—
specifically grape seeds—was recovered from several qvevris. Radiocarbon analysis conducted in Israel has dated
these samples to the 17th—18th centuries. Through methodical archaeological research and the integration of
written and ethnographic sources, this site has been identified as a significant addition to the archaeological

heritage of Adjara. The wine cellar exemplifies a lightly roofed structure characteristic of western Georgia, which



remained in use until the 18th century.

Keywords: wine cellar, Keda Municipality, pitcher, viticulture, winemaking.
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