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About a news related to extraction and processing of non-ferrous metallurgy
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Abstract: Georgia is considered one of the oldest centers of mining and processing of precious metals in the
world. This is confirmed by the reports of Strabo, Marcus Ternetius Varon, Pliny the Elder, Appian, Eustathius of
Thessalonica, etc. On the example of Svaneti, it is visible the ancient empirical knowledge in collecting of precious
metals using sheepskin. Apparently, knowledge similar to those is widespread in the civilizations of both the
Ancient Near East and the Aegean world. On this matter there are interesting the lines 420-434 of the Sumerian
epic Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta (ca. 21st century BC), which still remains obscure for researchers. Based on
the context of the existing text, where only the presented words can be recovered from the damaged line: the king
picked up an unknown object covered with hair - munsub. After twisting the munsub, he crushes the obtained
material in a pestle like a plant. Here it becomes obvious that we are dealing with an unknown ritual of alchemy
which is intertwined with the method of crushing metals. The next lines of the text tell us about the knowledge

of obtaining certain materials, admixtures and chemical processes.
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records preserved in Svaneti.
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959sdg, 2000: 53-92; Gilmour s bbg., 2020: 18-32; Papuashvili, Khakhutaishvili, Kakhidze, 2021: 127-131).

MEOOO-GM 930495303900 M30-6s Fbm-wm gH-ombgwn, Lodm®o II (osben. d3.f. 764-
735 §f) 399e0-bsdo d3.5. VIII b 40-056 i qroddmmdobomsb 393-806M-30 dm-0b-bg-60-9-ds (8garododzoo,
1970: 387). oosben. 53539 3g®omedo dgddboero ,,89-bsd-39-0“, 03039 »dsEgdOL“ - brymfogbgmaol,
93900 s@mddol 30039 moegzdo (IV, 22) bablighgdos sbm@vmem 0sdswgdmsb s dgMdbren 30dstgbydmsb
3902039090 ¥9dsen-35960 (ob.JlaTsimes, 1947: 11-12 05 0 800.¢00¢).), GMIGE0E, »04™ 339MH00 bryBmo

939090 M35¢0bs s M3Z0boLs
339wd9Md6varo [oMowmdomo §gsmmgdo dgaommbgmdsdo 3MomMmo@ @l 8s0b3 bogrodgdol J3gysbals

«12
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