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Civil Society and Its Gender Dimension

Current social sciences differentiate the notion of “sex” as of the biological understanding versus
“gender” that denotes the social and sociological phenomenon of the sex. Being one of the basic
dimensions of the social structure of human society, in conjunction with several other cultural and socio-
demographic data (race, age, ethnic belonging, social strata, etc.) it is essential foundation of nay social
system whatsoever. Always based upon certain cultural background, this dimension in imbedded in every
essential social institution of the society and determines social relationships between the men and the
women there. [1].

Currently gender studies is one of the basic tools for the research of any given society. Both social and
political sciences pay tribute to “Gender” and consider it as almost equal and important as the ”Class™ is in
terms of history — the main contributor to the stability of the society. For better understanding of social
and political processes from gender standpoint there are special tools used for sociological modeling that
can clarify the process of formation of social identity and its temporal modifications. Publications of
Frances Woolley, Judith Lorber, Gisela Bock and other outstanding scholars give some insights on
problematic issues emphasized in current gender studies. [2].

Crises in modern societies make the issue of women’s active participation in social and political
processes extremely topical — meaning their broadest possible involvement and particular reflections and
examples in terms of their axiology. Till the 60-ies of the last century the gender differences were seldom
considered as politically important an issue. Feminist movements can be regarded as the precursor of the
concept of gender in its modern understanding. Notwithstanding the fact that the term “Feminism” is
newly coined, several alike viewpoints can be traced in almost all cultures however different they may
seem, with the starting points in ancient Greek and Chinese civilizations.

As early as in 1405 , in Italy, Christine de Pizzan managed to publish the “Book of the City of Ladies”
where she predicted many ideas common for the modern feminism. Telling the stories of many
outstanding women of the past the author strongly advocated the right of education for females, especially
in the field of political sciences. However, the first organized female movements appeared only in the
XIX c. Mary Wollstonecraft’s book “The Vindication of the Rights of Women” written under the
influence of the French Revolution is considered as the first text of the modern feminism.

The mid-X1X —c. defined the first topical issue for the female movements — achievement of suffrage
rights for the women. This aim was dictated by the analogues progressive system invented for the male
population. This time is referred as the first wave of the feminism with the requests of political and legal
rights for women equal to men. However, suffrage rights were the most demanded among the females,
since it was believed, that legal voting would abolish sexual discrimination and all kinds of superstitions
related to the women would be gone as well. The countries with the most developed democratic systems
had the strongest female movements, who demanded the same rights as their husbands, fathers, sons and
brothers had already had.

The female movement in the USA begun in 1840-es being to some extend backed by the strong
abolition campaign of those days. 1848 famous assembly of the American Women in Seneca Falls defined
the birth of the female movement in the country. Elizabeth Stanton’s “Declaration of Sentiments” was
adopted there, the document that was deliberately mirroring the style and the principles of the Declaration
of Freedom and as one of the issues was demanding the suffrage rights for females.

It was in 1850 when the female movement gained strength in the UK. In 1867 The Camber of
Commons declined George Stewart Mill’s motion — the Amendment to the Second Act of Reforms that
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envisaged granting the suffrage rights to females — the very first legal motion on women suffrage.
Following the foundation of the Women’s Political and Social Union in the UK headed by Emmeline
Pankhurst and her daughter Christrabel the female movement was more and more resembling military
organization with offensive undertakings.

Living in deep underground in Paris the Pankhursts led so called direct action campaign that involved
offence against private property and many public demonstrations undertaken by the suffragist women. [3].

The first wave of feminist movement ended with granting the voting rights to the women. The very first
time this happened in New Zeeland, where the female got the right to vote as early as in 1893. The 9-th
Amendment of the Constitution of the USA gave the same rights to the US women in 1920. As for the
UK, similar legislation was enacted in 1918 but the British women wouldn’t use this right for ten more
years. Although victorious in their demands for suffrage rights the good outcome had somehow weakened
female movement. Fighting against many odds women were consolidated around their clear aim and most
of their activities were logical and consistent.

Many of the former suffragist activists naively believed that with the right to vote women became fully
emancipated. It was in the 60-es of the last century when the women movement experienced revival.
Publication of Betty Friedan’s “The Feminine Mistique” much contributed to the second wave of feminist
movement and feministic thinking. The author focused on the “problem that has no mane” — that was the
sense of frustration and disappointment, even the feeling of being mischievous suffered by lots of women
in the US in their roles of housewives, mothers and good spouses. The second wave revealed that the legal
and political rights granted to women had not solved “the Feminine Issue”.

Feminist ideas and standpoints were gradually becoming more and more radical, sometimes even
revolutionary. Publications such as Kate Millett’s “Sexual Politics” and Germaine Greer’s “Female-
Eunuch” were the main contributors in removing all kinds of bonds in researching of so called political
issues. The authors were focusing on private, psychological and sexual aspects of female abuse. Not
simply political emancipation of females, but real freeing of the women- that was the aim of the second
wave of feminism. This aim has had adequate reflection in the latest ideas of feminist movement. As
some activists of the field have stated, solely political and legal reforms are hardly enough for the
achievement of this aim — radical, even revolutionary social changes are more and more frequently
demanded. [4].

Debate on the interconnection of the concepts of civic society and gender is relatively new among
scholars. The theory and practice of Civic Society and the respective studies were developed in strictly
structural, patriarchal society. From 1980-amd 90-es the feminist historians are systematically debating
that the civic society as we know it has never been of the inclusive nature, but, alas, has only been the
social sphere and structure responsible for equalizing relations between the market, the state and the
family, so that it always has been of strictly exclusive/ push-out nature. Civic society, together with the
public sphere were monopolized and dominated by the male - the notion of citizenship itself was totally
related to the masculine phenomenon. Only private sphere was reserved for the women. Restrictions for
the women to enter the public/ official spheres / gain political authority were frequently disguised by the
conscription law- every now and then being the perfect way for the male to join political establishment of
the country.

The political theorist, prof. Birgit Sauer shares her view in this regard, stating that “ the contemporary
state is based upon the gender compromise within the civic society that has separated the family from all
other social institutions, while at the same time has introduced the hierarchic and gender division of labor
— formalizing and naturalizing this kind of social division through the double gender
roles/responsibilities. However, throughout the XX century the notion of civil society had been gradually
enlarging, including more and more social institutions, the concept has remained the inherent part of the
representative regimen that is inseparably connected with the development of capitalist system, male -
dominated liberal democracy and patriarchal state (of the universal prosperity /welfare).” [5].

From the 80-es of the last century feminist studies have heavily scrutinized all existing definitions and
theories of the civic society. Almost all early attitudes towards the examination of civil society were
inclined to ignore gender factors. Publication of some reviews on women’s notes was the utmost they
were doing- essentially women scholars. Study of the history of feminist movement reveals undeniable



correlation the development of civil society with that movement. Activities of feminist groups of the late
XIX — early XX centuries represent the prefect examples of founding of successful a-social organizations-
parts of the civil society, and through them reaching out to broader audience, plainly articulating their
demands, defining and defending their interests.

As Czech president Vaclav Havel puts it “The civil society by be based upon the power of the
powerless.[6]. This aspect has most notably been revealed in regards of the women. They started their
struggle while powerless, deprived of political and economic rights, including suffrage rights, and when
their proprietary rights were extremely restricted. However, through their tireless activities the women
managed to achieve majority of their demands by forcing the state to enact the respective laws
guaranteeing equality with the male. Currently in all of the developed courtiers legal equality is no longer
questioned. However, this did not bring equality in day-to day life. Assemblies, gatherings,
demonstrations, manifestations, establishing of the organizations, diverse forms of expression and
involvement/participation- all aimed at state authority on the one hand and towards changing the public
opinion on the other.

All the obstacles and odds that the women have to face in economic, political and cultural spheres,
extremely low percentage of women representation in the decision-making bodies indicate that gender
inequality has got much deeper roots. We do sincerely believe and think that the areas provided by the
civil society are sufficient to fight against those odds, to uproot inequality and discrimination as the
factors hindering further democratization of the society.

Critical level of backwardness in regards of gender equality clearly indicates ineffectiveness of the
existing legal framework and the need of new strategies that must reach out the various spheres of civil
society existing beyond the official and signal systems. Some of the scholars think that despite of several
progressive steps taken, the term “Civil Society” still remains the notion that is “Gender Neutral.

As A. Philips has stated “Terminology used for the description of civil society frequently gives a
picture of a place where females don’t exist at all... Scholars of early days dealing with the theory of
social agreement (usually referred to as the synonym for the term of “political society’) were defining it as
a means for transformation of humans from natural into the organized stage, when the regulations were
introduced and enacted through the laws and obligations invented and imposed by the humans themselves.
The difference between those two stages of existence was given as a background where women became
less noticeable and more subordinated to the men”. [7]

The first researches on gender issues, civil societies and democratization were undertaken in Latin
America and Central and Eastern Europe in 1980-es. The research results have proven that in both regions
women were much more actively involved in opposition and dissident movements that were the main
contributors in bringing down authoritative regimes and dictatorships. On the other hand, declaration of
the period in between 1975-1985 by the UN as of the Decade of the Women boosted female activities.
Various initiative groups of women were established in many courtiers, transforming them in more
organized and mobilized groups focused around their particular aims and goals.

The first type of informal organizations was directed towards the destruction of the existing state of
affairs and rules, while the second type was basically focused on gaining more rights and establishing
institutions that would guarantee their practical exercise within the existing system. For instance women
in Latin America were more occupied with fighting poverty, inflation and rising prices through increasing
influence over the public spheres. “When in Brazil women get involved in organizing campaigns against
the souring living costs and supported the demands to respect humans rights, military were prone to give
more freedom of action to the female associations than to student or labor organizations that were
considered as threats to the national security. [8]

In Central and Eastern Europe women lacked separate female political organizations, however they
took significant part in fighting against the oppressive regimes in their courtiers. That’s why in this region
women were more focused on public spheres. They vigorously protested against their governments, were
active members of opposition organizations, even the private sector has been used as a means to fight the
regimes. However “the leading positions for women were still restricted”. [9].

For instance, in “Solidarity” opposition movement of Poland women made almost half of its
members, however in higher hierarchy of the organization few women were admitted. As several



researchers have noted, despite their active involvement in the process of democratization no any
significant enhancement and enlargement of women’s rights have happened. “When political actors are
not organized into the establishment and the institutionalized politics is inactive, women are active in
public spheres. As soon as institutionalization is in place and formal democracy is back the males- these
“natural” main actors of the representative democracy regain public stage”. [10].

In the newly independent countries - members of the former Soviet Union, to which belongs
Georgia, women organizations have become significant elements and integral parts of the civic societies.
During the period of transition those organizations almost entirely depended on the donations and aid
coming from the countries of developed democracy. However, increase in women’s activities was also
backed by rising awareness on gender issues, implementation of civic education programs throughout
these countries, introduction of particular courses on gender studies in schools and higher education
establishments and inaction of respective legal norms in their current legislations.
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Maiia Hypuymus
JlOKTOp MoJMTHYEeCKUX HayK, mpodeccop CyXyMcKoOro rocyiapcrseHHoro ynusepcurera (I'pysus)

I'paxxnanckoe o011eCTBO U €ro reHAepHOe U3MEpeHne



CoBpeMeHHbIE COIMATIBHBIC HAYKH PA3IHYalOT MOHSATHE «I10J1» B OMOJOTHYECKOM MOHMMAaHUH U
«TeHJep», O00O03HAYAIOIMN COLMANBHBIM M COLMOJOTMYECKUN (eHOMEeH Imoja. SIBssIch OJHUM U3
OCHOBHBIX U3MEPEHHUI COLMAIBHON CTPYKTYpPhI YeIOBEYECKOIO OOIIECTBA, OHA B COBOKYIHOCTH C PSIOM
ApYyruX KyJIbTYpPHBIX M  COLMAlbHO-IeMOrpaMyeckux JaHHbIX (paca, BO3pacT, 3THUYECKas
MPUHAIIISKHOCTh, COIMAIBHBIC CIIOM U T. JI.) COCTaBJSIET CYHIECTBEHHYIO OCHOBY JIHOOOH COIMabHOU
cucreMbl. Bcerjja OCHOBaHHOE Ha OIPEIeIEHHOM KYJIBTYPHOM (DOHE, 3TO U3MEPEHHE 3aJI05KEHO B KAXKAOM
CYIIECTBEHHOM COIIMAJIbHOM MHCTHTYTE OOILECTBA U OMPEAEISeT B HEM COIMAbHBIE OTHOIICHUS MEXY
MYKUYMHAMH U JKEHIIHWHAMMU. B nHacrosimiee BpeMs T'€HIEPHBIE MCCIECNOBAHMS SIBIAIOTCA OJHUM W3
OCHOBHBIX MHCTPYMEHTOB HCCIIEJOBaHUS JI0OOro obmecTtBa. Kak conuanbHble, TaKk U TOJUTHYECKUE
HAyKH OTHAIOT JOJDKHOE «TEHIEPY» U CUHUTAIOT €r0 TaKMM K€ ITOYTH PAaBHBIM M BaXKHBIM, KaK «KJACC» C
TOYKHA 3pPEHHS HCTOPHM — TJAaBHBIA (akTop CTAaOMIBHOCTH oOmecTBa. Jlis Jydmiero HMOHUMaHHS
COLIMAJIbHO-TIOJINTUYECKUX IIPOLIECCOB C TEHIEPHOM TOYKM 3pEHUS HCIOJB3YIOTCA CIELMAIbHBIC
WHCTPYMEHTHI COIHMOJIOTMYECKOT0 MOJAETHPOBAHMUS, TTO3BOJISIONINE MPOSICHUTH Mpouecc (pOopMHUPOBaHUS
COLMAJIbHOW MJEHTUYHOCTH U ee BpeMeHHble Moaupukauuu. Ilyomukanuu ®psncuc Bymmu, Dxynut
JlopOep, I'm3ensr Bok U Ipyrux BBIIAOIIMXCS YYEHBIX JAIOT HEKOTOPOE MPEACTaBICHUE O MPOOJIEMHBIX
BOIPOCAaX, Ha KOTOpbIE 00paIllaloT BHUMAHNUE COBPEMEHHbBIE I'eH/IEPHbIE HCCIIEOBAHUS.

KpusucHsle sBIeHHS B COBPEMEHHBIX OOIIECTBAX JENAIOT YPE3BBIUANHO aKTyalbHBIM BOIPOC 00
aKTMBHOM YYacTUU >KEHIIMH B OOLIECTBEHHO-MOJUTUYECKUX Ipoleccax, UMesl B BUY UX MaKCHUMaJIbHO
LIMPOKOE BOBJIEYEHUE M YACTHBIE Pa3MBIIUICHUS U MPUMEPHI ¢ TOUKHM 3peHHs ux akcuosoruu. o 60-x
rOJI0B MPOIJIOrO BEKA F€HAECPHBIEC Pa3INuus PEAKO PaCCMATPUBAIUCH KAK IOJUTHYECKH Ba)KHBIM BOIPOC.
@EMUHUCTCKUE ABUKEHUS MOXHO CUHMTATh IPEIICCTBEHHUKAMU IOHATUSA I'€HJEPA B €r0 COBPEMEHHOM
noHnMaHuu. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO TepMUH «(HEMUHU3M» MOABUICS HEJJTAaBHO, HECKOJIBKO CXOJHBIX TOUYEK
3peHusi MO’KHO MPOCJIEIUTh MOYTH BO BCEX KYJIbTypaxX, KaKUMU Obl pa3HbIMH OHHM HHU Ka3alHCh, C
OTIIPaBHBIMU TOYKAMM B JPEBHETPEUECKON U KUTAWCKON HUBUIN3ALMIX.

Eme B 1405 rony B Urtanuu Kpuctune ne Ilumma ynanocs usnate «KHHTy ropona nam», e oHa
IpeJcKa3ana MHOTHE HJIeH, XapaKTepHbIe JUIsl COBpeMeHHOro (heMuHu3Ma. PacckaspiBast HCTOPUU MHOTHX
BBIIAIOIIMXCS JKEHIIUH MPOIIJIOro, aBTOP PEIIUTENbHO BBICTYIAja 3a MPAaBO JKEHIIMH Ha 0Opa3oBaHuE,
0cOOEHHO B 00JacTH MOJUTHYECKMX HayK. OJHAaKO NepBble OPraHU30BaHHBIE KEHCKHUE JBIKEHUS
nosiBwMch Jmiib B XIX B. Knura Mspu VYoncronkpadrt «3amura mpaB >KEHIIUH», HalMCAaHHAS O]
BisiHUEM DpaHIly3CKOM PEBOIOLNU, CYUTAETCS MIEPBBIM TEKCTOM COBPEMEHHOT'0 (peMHUHHU3MA.



