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Mythic view of the Universe and Religious-philosophical Consciousness

The science has asserted the fact that the earth is round like a ball for a very long time. Today,
even the third-year pupil knows it, but it would be better if we considered the one of the oldest mythic
truth, according to which the earth is flat, with more attention! In ancient times people had no doubts
of truth of this statement. There was a time when such a notion was the only model of cosmic and
human existence, and it was truth for millions of people. There were famous erudites, thinkers,
military or political statesmen among them, and what is more, spiritual fathers of mankind, great
religious authorities, clergymen, who shared the same idea. Hence, it would be quite right to raise
question whether this assertion of our ancestors contains some valuable, necessary by today’s criteria
information, or this everything is the result of weakness and stupidity of human mind, which evokes
only the smile for contemporaneousness and nothing more. But the later is less acceptable. We can
acknowledge that our ancestors were not so unintelligible and retarded not to know that earth was not
flat, but round! They specially masked it, attached sacral, esoteric meaning to it, and covered the real
essence of matter with poetic, mythic images. But on its side the later kept the information of great
sacral importance (let’s remember what kind of sacral and esoteric meaning was attached to numbers
by Pythagoreans and with what respect they kept numerous secrets connected to them. It is known
from history of philosophy, how one of Pythagoreans killed himself because he had given away the
secret of number N.) Our ancestors should have known that besides this world (such dimension) there
is some other universe, having another dimension, or without any dimension at all — in the aspect of
super dimension (“The kingdom of heaven”, ‘“Paradise”) The earth is flat! It stands on three whales,
and these whales themselves stand on turtle.

Such is a very short content of mythic cosmology, which is poetic mythic-archetypal expression
of real essence of matter. Whale is a water animal, so is the turtle. In both cases we deal with water
that must not be accidental. Scientifically acknowledged fact is that origin of life is connected with
water. It is not accidental that the first philosopher Thales of Miletus acknowledged water element as
the origin — “Arche” — of universe. One of the seven Christian sacraments, baptism, is also connected
with water, which is the beginning of Christian life. According to above mentioned archetypal model
of universe, it stands on the water or its origin is connected with water. Bible also confirms it. Saint
David profit says about it, that God had established the world on the water. “Who established land on
the water” (psalms 135.6). The same idea is given in genesis, according to which: “Darkness was
above the abyss and the soul of god wandered above waters” (Genesis, 1.2). Saint father John of
Damascus explains that “Abyss is nothing more, but a lot of water”, “God created the universe to
separate upper universe water from lower universe water”, as he “established himself in the middle of
water abyss” (God placed the water above the universe in order that it couldn’t be burned because of
fervid of the sun and heavenly bodies). Hence from abovementioned the nearness and connection of
archetypal model of universe with Bible is evident. It is evident that myth secretly tells us Biblical
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truth, which gives possibility of asserting that the basis of archetypal model of cosmic and human
existence is the Bible, Holy Writ.

Mythic and religious notions on the structure and regularity of universe have not been yet
differentiated up to the end at the given stage of culture and civilization. It is true that religious notions
dominate, but mythic ones are not yet rejected. Moreover, there is no conflict situation between these
notions, just on the contrary, myth serves religion, it is in the service of religious faith, because it is
purely specific human phenomenon. Geocentric system had proved religious anthropocentrism, to
which the notion on earth flatness corresponded. It is true that in the times of Ptolomaeus the spheric
configuration of the earth did not woke doubts, but these ideas came from mythic consciousness and
didn’t oppose religious doctrine.

If we want to comprehend the essence of the phenomenon, we should be not only scientist,
scholar, but poet as well. Poetry is very close to both philosophy and religion (poetic images of psalms
are not accidental).

When they say: “I am standing on something” — they always underline their own belief, faith,
and just this idea is meant in the saying that the land stands on three whales or elephant (Hindu myth).
Whale and elephant are the largest animals in the universe. Greatness is underlined by it, something
huge, global and universal is implied (universe, cosmos). Their number is three — it is the symbol of
old triad — love, kindness and beauty — or the symbol of God, creator of universe; turtle, which figures
here, is certainly the symbol of time, which flows slowly like a turtle (turtle is nearly always a symbol
of slow movement). Let us remember aporime of Zeno of Elea “Achilles and a Turtle”. This aporime
besides metaphysical and logic-philosophical contents has got poetic, mythic and religious aspects,
namely, a man, even if he was a swift-footed Achilles, would never outrun turtle-time!

Shortly, according to mythic notions, the earth is in the centre of the universe (Geocentrism).
This is one more archetypal scheme. Information and knowledge given here must not be considered in
physical plan, but look at it “with understanding”. Get it “with understanding” in hermeneutic plan (V.
Dilthey). Then we can discover that our planet — earth is not in space centre relative to the universe,
but in the centre of attention of supernatural, super cosmic being — of God. That’s why
anthropocentrism is the necessary feature of religious and mythic thinking. That is the earth is flat and
stands in the centre of universe and is supported by three whales standing on the turtle (water). That
means that three-dimensional (earthly civilization) universe is in the centre of attention and protection
of superior supernatural being, God, and extraordinary long way going to him can be passed with love,
kindness and beauty (love-faith, kindness-moral, philosophy and esthetics-beauty). The fascination
and beauty of old myths are just in it. So our ancestors didn’t have false and scientifically unjustified
model of cosmic and human existence at all.

Ancient (if you would like, eastern) scientific or philosophic thinking is nourished by mythic,
archetypal images of the universe. On its side Biblical thinking is nourishment of myth. Mythic
images are closely interwoven with scientific opinions. There where “ratio” doesn’t feel itself
confident, it always resorts to the help of myth, in the result of which revealing of mythic images and
symbols becomes necessary. Even genius Plato addressed myth in his very critical moments, when
pure reason (mind) was not capable of progressing because of lack of power and skills. That’s why
people’s mind devours myth like spring water, this likeness of truth, and there is nothing extraordinary
in it. It can be said that it is our (human being’s) necessary feature, as the human being is the creator of
myth and symbols (E. Cassirer). Symbol, myth themselves are regulators of our experience and
explanation-understanding, even because of this they are worthy of attention. It could be added, that



myth interpreted in this way is in unison with religion, namely, in Judaist-Christian doctrine, which is
told in books of Holy Writ.

Unfortunately “Living perception of myth” has lost. It is out of reach and in some cases even is
unacceptable for modern, totally estranged person. However, myth doesn’t require faith from us but
understanding. That’s why it’s time for us to treat it “with understanding”. Myth hides truth in itself; it
can be especially said on religious truth, which has objective, ontological meaning and is of heavenly
origin. Esoterically given truth connects it with religion, namely, Christianity — Orthodox Christianity,
which hides heavenly truth in itself.
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Kaxa Keuoaus

Joktop ¢unocopun, npodeccop Tounucckoro I'ocynapcrBenHoro ynusepcurera um. Us.
JlxaBaxuuBu/IM, AkaieMuK akajaemuu ¢puiaocopckux Hayk I'pysum (I'py3us)

Muduyeckuii B3risix Ha Mup 1 Pesaurunosno-guinocogcekoe cosHaHue

B crartbe BbICKa3bIBaeTCsS MpeNNoiokKeHHe, 4To (uiocodckas umHTepHpeTanus MUPUUIECKOH
KapTHHBI MAPO3JIaHHsI, CETOMHSNIHEM HAyYHOM IMIOHUMAaHUHU - adCyp[, MOXKET JaTh KIFOY K BOIIPOCY
O TMPOUCXOXKIEHUHM MuUpo3aaHus. Ilo MHeHHIO aBTOpa, HalIM MpeaKd He OBUIM HACTOJBKO
HETIOHSTJIMBBI U OTCTAllbl, 4YTOOBI HE 3HATh, YTO 3€MJII HE IUIOCKas, a KpyrJyias, HO 3TO 3HaHHE
CMEeLUAIbHO MAaCKUPOBAJIOCh, MPHAABATIOCH CAKPAIBHOE, H30TEPUUECKOE 3HAYEHUE M IPHKPHIBAIIO
peabHyIO CYIIHOCTh MAaTEPHAILHOTO MHUpPA TIOATUYECKUMU U MU(UIECKUMHU JHIaMu. Hamm npeaku
3HaJIM, YTO KPOME 3TOr0 MHpa (TaKOro-TO M3MEpPEHMsI) eCTh €lle MHp, KOTOpPBIH HMeEeT Ipyroe
M3MEpeHne, WM BooOme He umMeer wu3MmepeHus. Hampumep. CaepxmpoctpanctBo («llapcTBo
HebecHoey, «Paii»).

Mu¢ TaiiHo coobiiaer HaMm OHONENHCKYI0 HCTHHY, KOTOpas IO3BOJISIET J0Ka3aTh, YTO B OCHOBE
apXeTUITUYECKOro o0pa3a KOCMHYECKOTO M YEeIOBEYEeCKOro ObITHs JexuT bubmus, CasiieHHOE
[Tucanue.

Mudosnoruueckue M peIUTHO3HBIE TPEJICTaBIeHUs 00 YCTPOHCTBE M 3aKOHOMEPHOCTHU
MUPO3JaHUS Ha JJAaHHOM JTarle KyJbTYphl U IIUBIIU3AIMH €IIe HE TIOJTHOCTHhIO U (HepeHIIMPOBaHBL.
[IpaBga, B 3TOM OTHOLIEHHWH TOCHOJCTBYIOT PpEIMIHO3HbIE M (uiocodckue BO33peHHs, HO
MU(PHUYECKOE MHPOBO33PEHHE €Ile He OTBeprHyTo. [lpmdeM MexXIy HHMH HET KOH(IMKTHOM
CUTYyallud, HAa000pOT, MU( CIYKHUT PENUTHU, PETUTHO3HON Bepe, U TO U JAPYroe WHTEPIpEeTUpyercs
¢unocodueil. B noHnManny 3aKOHOB MUPO3/IaHUSI MBI JIOJDKHBI OBITH HE TOJBKO HCCIIETOBATEIbSIMH,
HO U mo3tamu. [1o33ust ouens O6imu3ka u ¢unocopuu, u penuruu (MOITUYECKHE 0Opa3bl MCAIMOB He
ciydaitael). M3BecTHO Takke, uyto ¢unocodus [TnaTona momHa MUPUIECKUX M TTOITHUYECKHUX JIUKOB.
Bosnukaer Bompoc: mnouemy? IloToMy uro, Koraa ymy TPYOHO MBICIUTh KOHIIETITYaJbHO,
MOJIKJIIOYAeTCsl BOOOpaKEHUE, MOITHYECKoe M Muduyeckoe «MbliuieHne». OIHAaKO COBPEMEHHBIE
TEXHUYECKU OTUYXJICHHBIC JIIOIU JABHO YTPAaTWIIN KUBOE BocmpusTHe Muda». OHa HEJOCTYITHA,
HETIOHATHA, @ B HEKOTOPBIX CIy4yasX U HempuemiieMa Ui COBPEMEHHOT0, COBEPIIICHHO OTUYKICHHOTO
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yenoBeka. OnHako Mug TpedyeT OoT HAcC He Bephl, a MOHUMaHuA. [103ToMy 1Mopa OTHECTUCH K HEMY C
«TOHMMaHueM».Mu¢ cam no ceGe CKpbIBaeT UCTHHY; B 4acTHOCTH, MOXKHO CKa3aTh O PEIUIHO3HOM
WCTHHE, IMEIOIICH OHTOJIOTHYECKYIO 3HAYMMOCTh U HeOEeCHOE IMPOUCXOXKICHHE.



