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Kouaxuackoe napcrso — ipeBHeiiiiee rpy3uHcKoe
rocy/1apcTBo

[TpurATO CuMTaTh, YTO IIEpPBBIE TOCYJAPCTBEHHble OOpa3OBaHHA HA TEPPUTOPHHU
uctopudeckoit I'pysun[l] BosHukiu He mo3mHee KoHia Il Thicayenerus mo H. 3., KOrzja B
ACCUPUUCKUX KJIMHOIIMCHBIX TEKCTaX IOABIAIOCA CBeJeHUs 00 oObAuHeHWUu — /JamasHH,
KOTOpOE II03)Ke B HaJIIUCAX YPAPTCKUX Liapeil ynoMuHaercs B popMe «/JHayexm» WU «/[HayXu».
Hapany c /amasmm-/[mayxm, B TeX e HCTOYHUKAX COXPAaHWINCH CBefeHud u o Korxwmze
(Kmuxm — B accupuiickoit Hagmucu py6esxa XII-XI BB. mo H. 3. — Kyuxa-Kosrxa ypapTCKux
tekctoB VIII B. mo H. 3.), B KOTOpOIl NOYTH [OKYMEHTaJIbHO 3a(UKCHPOBAHA IIOJIUTUKO-
rOCyJapCTBeHHAasA KOHBIOHKTypa IOKHOH M IOro-zamafHoi Ipysum. YueHble Bce O6oiblme
yOeXzaroTca B [OCTaTOYHO BBICOKOM YypPOBHE TOCYJApCTBeHHOH OpraHM3alMU 3THUX
IIOJINTUYECKUX 00pasoBanuii, [2] ocobenno Konxxa-Komxuzapl, 4To 0cCO6eHHO APKO OTPa3HIOCH B
Haamucsax ypaprckoro uaps Capgypw 11-to (764-735 rr. 1o H. 3.), a TaKXKe B JpeBHerpedecKoi
Mudosorndeckon Tpagunum.[3].

[Tpumepro c VII-VI BekoB mo H. 5. Ha TeppuTopuu 3anamHo# I'pysum coriacHO JaHHBIX
IpeBHErpeYeCcKUX IHCbMEHHBIX HMCTOYHHUKOB, C IIOJIHOH yBEPEHHOCTBIO MOXXHO TOBOPHUTH O
peasbHOM CYILIeCTBOBAHUH T'OCYyAAPCTBEHHOTO OOPa30BaHMA, HMEHYEeMOTO B UCTOPHOrpaduH Kak
Konxunckoe mapcrBo.[4]. VIMeHHO ¢ 5THM rocysapCTBeHHBIM 00pa30oBaHUEM OTOXAECTBIIAETCS
«cTpaHa @asmar» KceHopoHTa, B KOTOPOM IIO ero e cjoBaM Ha pybexe V-IV Bexos mo H. 3.
«[JapcTBOBAI... HOTOMOK AaTa».[5]. Ilo aBTOpUTETHOMY 3aKJIIOYEHUIO OJHOTO M3 KPyITHEHIINX
IIpe/ICTaBUTeIe MCTOPUYECKOTO KaBKa3oBeJeHU:, NMoYeTHOTo Impodeccopa J>KopAXTayHCKOTO
yuusepcurera (CIIA) Kuprmrza Tymarosa, Konxuna Oblia «IIepBsIM KaBKA3CKHM TOCY4aPCTBOM,
JOCTHTINEM  IIOJIHOH  KOHCOJHZALHH», KOTOPO€ «I0 IIpaBy MOXET CYHTATHCA HE
IIDOTOIPDY3HHCRHM, d IPDY3HHCKHM ( 3aI1aTHO-TPY3HHCKHM, ) dpCcTBOM», CAMHM pPAHHBIM
TPY3UHCKHUM IIOJIUTUYECKUM 0Opa3oBaHueM.[6)].

B I/ICTOPI/IOI‘pa(l)I/II/I HEeT eANMHOTO MHEHUA OTHOCHUTEJBHO CTEII€HH TIOCYyAdpCTBEHHOCTHU
Konxuzpr. BonsurmuctBo yuensix (Cumon [/Dxaramma, Orap Jlopgumanmzse, Terimypas
Mnurenazse, Mepu Huazse, ['ypam /loprrunannzgse u op.) He COMHEBAIOTCA B ToM, uTo Konmxuzma
ObLIa YCTOSABIIMMCA TOCYJApPCTBeHHBIM 00pa3oBaHueM BO IJiaBe ¢ Iapém.[7]. Haubomee akTUBHO
3Ty TOYKY 3PEeHMSI OTCTaWBajJ H3BECTHBIN I'PY3MHCKHI apXeoioT W HCTOPUK, akazeMuk Orap
./YOP,ZIKHHHHH,ZISE, KOTOPBII;’I, OIIMPasICh Hd daHTUIHYIO NMCPMEHHYIO TPAAHUIINIO 1 CKPYHYJIGSHBII‘/)I
aHAIN3 AapXeOJIOTHYeCKHMX MAaTepUaloB, CYMTA] HECOMHEHHBIM CyIIeCTBOBaHHE YETKO

yIIpaBIAeMBIX TOCy/JapCTBeHHBIX CTPYKTYyp B Komxuze me Tompko B VI-II BB 7o H.3., HO eme
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pansure — no kpaiiHeil mepe c VIII B. mo u.5.[8]. OpHUM U3 FOKa3aTEIbCTB DTOTO yYeHBIH
CYMTAJ JejeHVe CTpaHbl HAa aJAMUHUCTPAaTHUBHbBIE €JUHUIIBI — CKEITYXWUM ellle Ha Ha4aIbHOI
craguu ¢popmupoBanus Koaxungckoro mapersa.[9]. Ilo muenuto O. [I. Jlopaxunanuzase naHHas
CTPYKTypa CO3[aBajack II0 TepPpPUTOPHAJIBHOMY IPHHIIUIy HAa OCHOBE YK€ MCTOPHYeCKH
CJIOKMBIIMXCSA IOJUTUKO-TEPPUTOPUATIBHBIX (a2 He IIEMEHHO-TEPPUTOPHANBHBIX, KaK 3TO
npeamnosaraay Hekoropsle yuensie[10] ) oopasoBanmit.[11].

ITpaBUIBHOCTE 3TOTO B3IJIAZAA TPYSMHCKHX HCCIefloBaTesell CTaBUTCA IIOJ, COMHEHUe
POCCHMHCKHMH y4YeHBIMHU, KOTOpBIe, II0 CYTH, WCKJIIOYAlOT CYIIeCTBOBaHME 3JIEMEHTOB
rocygapcrBenHocty B Konxupe maxe B VI-II BB. 1o H.5. B cBoe BpeMs 0co0yio aKTUBHOCTbH B
5TOM OTHOIIEHWH IIPOSBIIAIA BUAHBIM UCTOPUK U apxeonor Axra borryroBa-AmupaHanBrirmg,
CYMTafA, YTO KAKMX-TUOO KOHKPETHBIX JAHHBIX O eJIWHON TOCYyZApCTBEHHOW OpPraHMU3alUH B
Konxuzme B aHTHMYHOI snHTepaType mpocTo He cymecTBoBato.[12]. Emé nampme momrén,
M3BeCTHBIM cyxyMckuit apxeonor [fOpmii Boporos, xotopsiit Komxupackoe IjapcTBO HasBal
«mupnyeckuM rocygapcrsom»[13]. Ilo ero yTBep)kmeHUIO 5TOT «HMCTOpUYECKHIl Mup» OBLI C
KOHCTPYHPOBaH «y4€HBIMH U IIOJINTUKAaMU» B DOIIOXY 3aCHJIHUA CTAJIMHCKO-OepHEeBCKOTO
pexxuma.[14]. /lannoe yreepxaenue 0. H. BopoHoBa — u3BeCcTHOTro Mje010ra aHTUTPY3UHCKOTO
IOBIDKeHUs B AOXa3uu ¥ BBICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHOTO YWHOBHHUKA CEIapaTHCTCKOTO peXHuMa
Brazucrasa Apzsurba, KOHEYHO e He UMeeT HUKAKOTO OTHOIIeH! K HaCTOAIIeH HayKe M OHA
OT Hayaja J0 KOHIA CIYXKUT OIlpefieIeHHOI IOJIUTHYeCKOH KOHbIOHKType. Ho Ha srom domne
KOMUYHBIM BBIIJIAZUT yTBepxkzAeHue ydeHoro o 2500-ymerHeii «abxa3cKoi HaIMOHAJIBHOMN
rOCYZJapCTBEHHOCTH», OTCYET KOTOPOTO OH HAYMHAET C OCHOBAHUA I'PeYeCKHMM KOJOHHCTaMH
(n3 Mumera) ropogma-rocyzapcrea Jmockypuu B VI B. mo H.5. To ects momydaercsa, d4rto
Oorareiiliee IUCPMEHHOE HAcjeAyMe AaHTUYHBIX aBTOPOB O CylmecTBoBaHMM Koixupackoro
IapCTBa — MI/I(I) 1 BBIMBICEJI, d TOCYAAPCTBEHHOCTh HUKOMY H€ M3BECTHBIX B TY IIOPY a6xa303 -
ucTopryeckas peanabHOCTh. 1o, uTo IO. H. BopoHoB He XemaeT «ycTymuts» JIMOCKypuio u
I'menoc xonxaM-rpysuHaM, [15] aTo sicHee fACHOTO, HO COBEPUIEHHO HENOHATHO, KAKUM XXe
0o6pa3oM MOXXHO YBs3aTh IIOSBJIE€HHME 37leCh TpedYeCKUX KOJIOHWM (uMHadye «abxasckas
TOCyZapCTBEHHOCTh» HHKaK He Oyzer 2500-jeTHeii [aBHOCTH) C IIPOLIECCOM TIeHE3UCa
rOCYyZJlapCTBEHHOCTH a0Xa30B, O KOTOPHIX B IIOJIHOM HeBefleHUU (BO BCAKOM ciydae, no [-1I BB. H.
5.) Bech gpeBHerpedeckuii mup?! Ecnu maxe mHa mur npezacraButs, uto cyxgpenus 0. H.
Boponosa BepHbI 1 abxa3bl, 61arofaps rpevyecKOMY BIMSAHHUIO, JEHCTBUTENIBHO CO3ZAIU CBOIO
«HAIMOHAJIBHYIO TOCYZAPCTBEHHOCTB», TO YTO e CTpAcAoch ¢ Konxamu?! Ilouemy oHm He
CMOIJIM BOCIIOJIB30BATHCS TAaKUM JKe «0JIarofleTeIbHbIM» BIMAHHEM IIPHIIEeNbIeB M3 OJIIafbl
(paszBe Qasuc yem-uubyzAp ycrynan Juockypraze?) v He IPeIIPUHSIN IIATH IJIS CO3IAHSL
CBOETr0 HAIIMOHAJIBHOTO rocyzapcraa’!

[Momurruecku anraxupoBanHbrii Happarus 0. H. BoponoBsa, pakxrudecku, Tupakupyercs
B HalllyMeBIIel MOHOTpaduu elé OZHOTO IPy3SUHOHEeHABUCTHUKA — Bukropa [llHnipmana, B KO-
TOpO¥ MOCBAIEHHAA ApeBHeH ucropun Konxuppl riaBa o3arjaBieHa He MHaue Kak «Kourxmzgc-

KuH MHpax».[16]. Cpenu gOpyrux aBTOpPOB, CYHTAOMNX HeyOeZUTENIbHBIMU JOBOJBI



TPY3HMHCKMX y4eHBIX O KoJxmzckoM IjapcTBe KaK COCTOSBIIEMCS TOCYZAPCTBE, BBIZEINM
Banepus Arirerxo.[17)].

Bmecte c TeM, onpezenéHHBIe Pa3HOTIACHA IO BOIIPOCY TOCYZApCTBEHHO-TIOTUTHIECKOTO
ycrpoiicTBa Komxugsl HaGIIOAIOTCS U Cpefy TPY3HHCKUX Y4eHBIX. TaK HalpuMep, B CBA3U C
STHM B pacCyxJeHuIx akagemuka H. A. Bepa3eHUNIBIIN IPOCIeKUBAETCS HEKUI CKEIITUIIU3M.
ITo muenuio yuenoro, Komxmupma korza-to OblIa «CHUIBHOM €ZWHUIOW», BEPOSTHO, <«DIIOXBI
BOEHHOM JeMOKpaTHM», KOoTopasf Imo3xke (Bo BpemeHa CrpabGoHa u... Jajee) paclanach «Ha
ropoza-kosoHnu H miemera».18]. Passusas stot Tesuc, H. A. BepazennmBunu nuntet: «Eczu
651 Kosxrza 6s1/1a rocyzapcTBOM, KAKOBOH II034HO MPEACTABIAETCA SIPHCH, OHA OBI He HCYIe371a
TaK JIETKO, H ILIEMEHA, KOTOphIe, KAK OKa3aJ0Ch, CaAMOCOXPAaHH/INCh, PACTBOPHIIHCE OBl B
KOJIXCKOM IoCyZapcrBe. 510 ObLT KPYIIHBIH CO03 ILTeMeH IO IPEABOJHTENECTBOM KOIX0B».[19].
Tem He MeHee, B ApyroMm Mecte yuéHslii Konxuny snoxu KoJxuicko#H KyaIsTypsI «OPOH30BOIO
BeKa» pacCMaTpUBaeT KaK IIOJIUTHYeCKoe obpaszoBaHue. «KoIxmickad KyabTypa OPOH30BOIO
Beka KaXeTcA OYeHb XOpOIIeH OCHOBOH JJIA CYIJeCTBOBAHHA TAKOIO IIOJIHTHYECKOIO
o0pa3oBaHHAa» — TIMLIET OH, HO TYT K€ YTOYHAET, YTO OJTO «OOBeJHHEHHEe OBLIO
nmopepxHocTHEIM».[20]. Eme pansme wuner [ypam KopaHampBmim, KOTOPBINL C 3aBUIHBIM
ycepaueM (nake aIs CaMHX POCCHHCKHMX HCTOPMKOB) OTPBILAET CYLIECTBOBAHUS JIIEMECHTOB
rocyaapcteennoctd B Konxume.[21].

CkaXy OTKpOBEHHO, s BOBCE He CTOPOHHUK TUIEpOOJIM3MPOBAHHOTO IIPEJCTAaBIEHUS O
IpeBHeH KOJIXUICKOHN TOCyAAapCTBEeHHOCTH U IIOJIaTal0, YTO BO3HMKHOBEHME M OKOHYATeJbHOe
oopMmyIeHHe TPY3MHCKOM HAIIMOHAJIBHOI TOCYJAapPCTBEHHOCTH PeaJbHO CBA3aHO C BOCTOYHO-
TPY3HHCKMM TOCYyJapcTBeHHbIM oOpasoBanueM — Kaprawmiickum (MGepuiickuM) LapcTBOM.
Ogpnako, cTpeMJIeHMe OTZENBHBIX MCCIefOoBaTeNel, IIOJHOCTBIO OTPHUIATh IIPU3HAKOB
rocyzapcrBeHHocTH B Konxuze (B MeHsblreii crenenu aTo otHocutrcs K H. Bepasenuursunn), He
BBIJIEP>KUBAET KPUTHUKH.

He TOBOpA O APYTUX APTYMEHTAX, dTOMY IIPOTHBOPEYHUTDH IIOYTH IIATHBEKOBASI dHTHYIHAIL
IUCbMeHHasA Tpagunusa, koropas Bocrounom IIpuyepHOMOpre mpouyHO (UKCHpPYeT
HCKIIounTenbHO Konxuzy, BKIodaBiryio B cebs OOUIMPHYIO 001acTh, HAYWHAA OT 1pamesyHja
Ha IoTe, 3aKaHuuBas /JnocKypuu-IluTayrTom n 60jee ceBepHbIMU paiioHamu. He MeHee BakHO
¥ BHU3aHTHUICKOe NHCBMEHHOEe Hacjlefue, KOTOPOe OIHO3HAYHO IIOATBEPXKZAeT Ha ODTOH JKe
TEPPUTOPUU CyllecTBOBaHUe []apcrpa /la30B — 3amagHO-TPY3HHCKOe OOBeNUHEHHe, KOTOPOe,
BU3AHTUHCKIMY HUCTOPUKAMY IIPH3HAHO IIPAMBIM IIpaBOIIpeeMHUKOM ApeBHeil Konxuzmsr. Paszse
TaKOe JOJTOBPEMEHHOE IPOYHOEe eJWHCTBO, MOIJIO OBITH OCHOBAaHO Ha «COI03e IJIEMEH» U Ha
BOEHHOM [IeMOKPAaTHUH, a He Ha ITOJINTUYeCKOH rereMOHHUH KOJIXOB — IT0 coBaM akazemuka C. H.
>xaHamua «BegyIero... 3THHYECKOro asaemeHTa»[22]. CoBeplIeHHO OYEBHAHO, YTO IJIS
obecriedeHNs KOJIXCKOM IIOJUTUYECKON rereMOHUW, OBLIM HeOOXOmMMBI (PYHKIIMOHUPOBaHUE
601ee pa3BUTHIX (IIyCTH Zake HECOBEPUIEHHBIX) TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYP.

Koneuno, sT0 BOBce He o3Hauaer, uro Koaxmza B VI-II Bexax Opl1a CHMJIBHO
IeHTPAJIN30BAaHHBIM TOCYyJAapCTBeHHBIM oOpasoBaHumeM. Ham mpezcrasigerca  Gosee

IPaBUJIBHBIM TOYKa 3peHus akaj. H. A. BepasenumBuiu, coriacHo KOTOpOil OHa He ycIieia



IIPEBPATUTHCA B ITOJTHOLIEHHOE HALIMOHAJIBHOE TOCYApcTBO.[23]. DTO MOATBEPXKAAETCS XOTS OBl
HaIMYHeM JUIIb eJUHUYHBIX BeCchbMa CKYAHBIX IAHHBIX O KOJIXUICKUX LApAX. B mepmyio
odepezp 9TO 1apb AKec, MOHETHI KOTOPOTo OBLIN Hali/IeHbI B Ipefeax ucropudeckoir Koxxumpr
(B Tpamesyrze /1865 r./ m B cene Kumuxa /Xomm /I'pysma/ — 1946 r./). Vimenno Ttakas
tororpadus MOHETHBIX HAaXOZOK 3aCTaBfeT yYeHBIX AyMaTh, YTO IIOZ BBI'PABUPOBAHHBIM Ha
MoHere umeHu naps — BAXIAEQY AKOY («]apps Axeca/Axac») nopmpasymeBaercsa Bacuiesc
Konxuzsr, mpaBusuruii mocae 195 r.B mo H.3.[24]. M3BecTeH euie onuH «I2708 motomox CaBiax
/Saulaces/», KOTOpPBIIl IO CBUAETENbCTBY PUMCKOTrO aBropa [Lrmmmsa Crapurero, 1apCTBOBal B
Komxuge. Dror Caynak, «roxyYuB BO BlajeHHEe HEIOYATYIO 3€MIII0, JOOBLT, TOBOPAT, OTPOMHOE
KOJHYECTBO 307I0Td H cepebpa B 3emile IVIEMEHH CYaHOB H BOOOIE B CBOEM IOCYAapCTBE,
C/IABHOM 30IOTHIMH pyZamu».[25].

ITpaBguBoCcTs 5THX  CBemeHuil IlnMHWMA  NOATBEPXKJAIOTCI  HYMU3MATHYeCKUMU
MaTepuaTaMHy, B YaCTHOCTH, MOHETAMHU, OTYeKaHEHHBIMU OT uMeHUu CaBraxa (BCero M3BECTHO 8
9K3eMIUIAPOB, 5 M3 KOTOPBIX HalgeHbl B 3amazHoil I'pysuu[26]), mo MHeHHIO GOJIBUIMHCTBA
y4eHbIX yrnoMsHyToro Ilinnuem xonxuzackoro naps Casraka.[27]. IlpaBma, HeKOTOpBIe yueHbIe
(B TOM dYmcle M TPY3MHCKHE) IIPH YTEHUMU TIpEYeCKO HAIIMCK Ha JIeTeHJie JTUX MOHET
npenouTeHye OTa0T «CaBmaky» (IIOJ KOTOPHIM IT0AapasyMeBalOT M3BECTHOTO GOCIIOPCKOTO
naps [28]), o HepmasHO (B 2006 r.) HaiimenHas B KpbIMy MOHeTa, Ha KOTOpPOH SICHO UUTAeTCA
Casimak /XAYAAKOY/,[29] cHaa Bce COMHEHMS Ha 9TOT CYeT U yXKe CO BCel yBepEHHOCTHIO
MOXXHO YTBEPXKAATh, YTO STH MOHETHI IIPUHA/IJIEXXaTh UMEHHO KOJIXUACKOMY napio CaBlaky.

Ha srom wucyepmsIBaioTCA CBefeHUA O KOJXUICKUX Lapax. Jpyrux [AaHHBIX O HHUX
aHTU4YHAsA (TpeKO-pUMCKasi) NMHUCbMEeHHAas TPaJullud IPOCTO He pacmosaraer. VimMeHHO 3TO
0GCTOATENBCTBO, @ IJIaBHOe, TO, uTo U B Konxuze He GBI CO3JaH MECTHBIH — KOJIXUACKUN
UCTOPUYECKUM HappaTuB (Iake Ha TIPeYecKOM A3bIKe), SBJIAETCA IT0KasaTeneM ciaabocTu
HAI[MOHAJIHO-TOCYJaPCTBEHHOTO CaMOCO3HAHHA JpPeBHUX KOJIXOB. Takod HapaTwB, Kak
M3BeCTHO, ObL1 BbIpaboTaH B Kapriam-MOepuiickoM mapcTBe, KOTOPBIHA, KCTaTH, He (UKCHpPyeT
CyleCcTBOBaHMe B 3amafiHOi ['pysuu OTZEIBPHOro roCcyZapCTBEHHOTO OOpa3oBaHUA U OTPHUCH
(Komxupa-Jlasuka) ¢ caMoro Hayaja pacCMaTpUBAaeT KaK YacTh TOCYZAPCTBEHHOH CTPYKTYPSI
Kaprau-W6epun.

Hecmorps Ha aTo, monHOCTEIO oTpuIiaTh cymecrsoBanue B VI-II Bexax B Konxuge exunaoro
TOCYJJapCTBEHHOTO 00pa3oBaHus, cBoeoOpasHoii monutudeckoir Konxuzst, [30] kareropuyecku
HerlpueMyieMo. B TakoM ciaydae, HEBO3MOXHO OOBACHUTH IIOYTH JOKYMEHTAJIbHO
IIOATBEPXKAEHHYIO  JpeBHEIrpeYeCKOM  HMCTOPUYECKON  Tpajguliieli  TeppUTOPHAaIbHYIO
ob6mupHocTh Kosnxckoro o6benuHeHHsI (aKTHYeCKHM II0 BCeMy IIE€PUMETPY BOCTOYHOTO
ITpuuepuomopus — ot Tpamesynza no Kaskasckoro xpe6rta.[31] IIpumeuarensHo, 4TO C
reorpadudeckuM odepTaHHeM rpaHul, Kojxuzpsl, @peACTaBIeHHBIM B COYMHEHMAX
IpeBHerpeYecKHX aBTOPOB, IIOJTHOCTHIO COIJIACYETCS U TPY3MHCKAs MCTOPUYECKas TPamulivsd,
COTJIACHO KOTOPOM IpaHHUIlell BIaJleHuil Drpoca B CeBepo-3alaHOM HallpaBJIeHUU yKa3aHa peKa
«Marag Xazapus, Kyga ymapaerca cBoum Kpaem Kapkas»/[32]. U HakoHel, [peBHETpeYeCKYIO U

CpeAHEeBEeKOBYIO TPY3MHCKYIO BEPCHIO JielaeT 6osiee ZOCTOBepHBIM dparMeHT us «//epuiira» T. H.
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Anormnma V B. H. 3. (IlceBno-Appuan) o mecropacnonoxenuu «Crapoit Jlazuku»,[33] xoTopyio
aBTOp IIOMeINaeT B paiioHe HHKomcmca — TO MHEHUIO WUCCIeNOBaTelell «Ha JE€BOM MBICE

HeOOJIBLIOH OyXTHI, B KOTOpyIO Bmajaer p. Hewemcyxo» [34] (B OKpecTHOCTSIX COBD.
Tyarnce).[35].

Jluteparypa:
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Kingdom of colchis — the first georgian state
Summary

The first state formations on the territory of Georgia started to rise at least from the end of the
2" Millennia BC. The oldest Assyrian cuneiform inscriptions about Daiaeni (Diaukhi of Urartian
sources) and Kilkhi (Kulkha) give us information about the state system in Southern and South-
Western Georgia. The scholars have more and more certainty regarding the strong organization of
those political formations. The Urartian cuneiform inscription of the 8" c. BC and the Greek
mythological tradition make it especially true regarding Kulkha-Kolkha kingdom. Around 7"-6™ cc.
BC the Ancient Greek written sources confirm the existence of the state formation in Western
Georgia. It is known as Colchis. Xenophon’s “Country of Pasians,” where the “descendant of
Acetes,” the legendary king of Colchians, is also identified with Colchis. According to Cyril
Toumanoff, Colchis was the “first Caucasian State to have achieved the coalescence of the
newcomer and the autochthon” and it could be “justly regarded as not a proto-Georgian, but a
Georgian (West-Georgian) kingdom...”.

There is no consensus among the scholars regarding the extent of the statehood in Colchis.
Most of them (Simon Janashia, Otar Lordkipanidze, Teimuraz Mikeladze, Meri Inadze, Nodar
Lomouri, Guram Lordkipanidze, etc.) do not doubt that Colchis was highly established state
formation with a king as a ruler. The Russian scholars (Anna Boltunova-Amiranashvili, Yuri
Voronov, Viktor Schnirelmann, Valery Yaylenko) oppose this view and refute the existence of a
state in Colchis even in the 6™-2" cc. BC. At the same time, there is no unanimity among the
Georgian historians too. Nikoloz Berdzenishvili had expressed some kind of scepticism in the state
organization of Colchis. As for Guram Koranashvili, he fervently opposes any kind of statehood in



Colchis.

It is not correct to hyperbolize the Colchian statehood, but denial of any kind of statehood in
Colchis is senseless. It is impossible to ignore the fact that the Classical written sources, for nearly
five centuries, are mentioning only Colchis at the Eastern Black Sea shore in a vast region from
Trapezous (Trebizond) to the north of Dioskurias and Pitius. Byzantine sources consider the
kingdom of Lazika as a direct successor to the Ancient Colchis. Such a continuous unity could only
be based on the political hegemony of the Colchians, “the leading... ethnical element” of this state
formation, according to S. Janashia. It is impossible to imagine that the “the unity of the Colchian
universe... throughout the whole Colchis” could be maintained by “tribal union” or military
democracy. The Colchian political hegemony definitely would need a more sophisticated state
system even if it were imperfect.

The above-said does not mean that the 6™-2" cc. BC Colchis was a centralized state. It is
highly probably that it was not able to become “a Great Nation” and full-fledged national state. The
scarce information regarding the Colchian kings proves this. There are few exceptions. First of all,
it is Akes, whose coins are found inside the borders of Historical Colchis, namely in Trapezund
(1865) and in village Kinchkha of Khoni municipality (1946). Scholars think that the geography of
coins proves that the inscription on the coin — BAXIAEQY AKOY - belongs to the king of Colchis,
who reigned after 195 BC.

There is also known Saulaces, “descendant of Aeetes.” According to Pliny the Elder, he
“reigned in Colchis” and “is said to have come on a tract of virgin soil in the country of the Suani
and elsewhere and to have dug up from it a great quantity of gold and silver, his realm being
moreover famous for golden fleeces.” The numismatic material supports Pliny’s note. There are
coins minted by Saulaces, who, according to number of scholars, is supposed to be the Colchian
king mentioned by Pliny. Although, some scholars read the inscription as Saumakos and presume
that the coins were minted by the king of Bosphorus, but the recent finding of similar coin in
Crimea (2006) with clearly eligible word XAYAAKOQY leaves no doubt that those coins belong to
Saulaces, the king of Colchis.

Those are all the notes given in the Classical sources regarding the Colchian kings. The fact
that we do not have the local Colchian narrative sources (even in Greek) strengthens the argument
about the imperfection of the Colchian statehood. Meanwhile, the Eastern-Georgian state of Kartli-
Iberia has such historical narration. According to it, there was no separate state in Western Georgia,
and the historical Colchis/Egrisi was part of the state structure of Kartli.

Nevertheless, it is impossible to ignore the fact that there definitely was a unified state
organism in Colchis in the 6™-2" cc., the so-called political Colchis of N. Berdzenishvili. Both
Greek and Georgian historical traditions correlate regarding the borders of the Colchis. According
to the Greek authors, the vast territory populated by the Colchians was beginning near Trapezous in
the south and ending at the Caucasus range in the North. As for the Georgian sources, they put the
extreme north-western border of Egrisi at the “river of Little Khazaria in the north, which is the
Caucasus mountain border”. The Ancient Greek and Medieval Georgian sources are strengthened
by the already mentioned 5" c. “Periplus” of the anonymous author and mentioning of “Old
Lazika” nearby the “river called Tofsida”, at the mouth of the present-day r. Negopsukho north-
west to Tuapse.



