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Introduction. Information is the only
resource that does not decrease in the course
of the evolution of human society, but
constantly increases. Information has always
existed. However, since the second half of the
twentieth century, with the development of
computing technology, communications and
telecommunications, its role has increased
significantly. The formation of an information
society is taking place. All this contributes to
the active study of information processes. The
category of «information» began to be used in
many sciences, both natural and humanitarian,
allowed us to take a new look at the provisions of
a particular theory.

Currently, there are many theories formulated
by sociologists, philosophers, economists and
cultural scientists in an attempt to explain the state
of modern society. Some believe that humanity
has entered a new era, where the leading role
belongs to knowledge, information and scientific
progress. Others prefer to associate the current
stage of social development with the previous
ones, calling modern society post-industrial,
post-capitalist, postmodern or post-modern,
depending on the field of activity of the scientist
and his affiliation with a particular philosophical
movement.

Despite the fact that all thinkers agree
that the second half of the twentieth century is
characterized by an unprecedented growth in
information volumes and the intensification
of information exchange, few substantiate the
characteristic properties of the new era, limiting
themselves to a superficial description of the
causes and possible consequences.

There are a number of classifications formed
by different researchers at different times in an
attempt to organize information theories that
have the greatest sociological significance. At
the same time, it is through their comprehension
that knowledge of modern reality occurs and the
opportunity opens up to predict the development
of mass society in the coming years. This
determines the relevance of the analysis of both
the theories themselves with the identification of
their common basis, and the most common types
of classifications.

Key words: [Information; theories of
information society, informatization; classification
of information theories, postmodernism, industrial
civilization.

As is known, various approaches to
the typology of societies have developed in
sociology. Historically, if we take into account
the classical stage of development of sociology,
we can talk about several criteria, including
formational, political and, finally, civilizational.
Formational and political criteria, which are
based, respectively, on the development of a
formation based on a certain mode of production,
and the transformation of the political regime, are
essentially one-sided. The civilizational criterion,
which takes into account both the social,
economic, and political and spiritual contexts
of the development of society, represents a new
integration stage of scientific understanding of
society. This criterion allows us to talk about such
social structures as agrarian, industrial, post-
industrial and informational.
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The growth of technologization and the
transfer of priority from the industrial to the
scientific sector led to the outlines of a new
social order being outlined. The ideological
and theoretical prerequisites for the transition
to an information society were also formed. It
should be noted that the ideas of an information
society themselves originate in the theory of
post-industrialism, which largely determined
the interest of researchers in individual aspects
of the impact of scientific and technological
progress on society, which contributed to the
emergence of a wide range of concepts, including
the concept of an information society. In this
regard, it is necessary to mention the works of the
American sociologist and futurologist E. Toffler,
in particular «Future Shock» (1970), «The Third
Wave» (1980), etc. An important place in his
works is occupied by the so-called concept of
three waves. The theory of the leisure class of the
famous Western sociologist and philosopher T.
Veblen was also of no small importance. Also, the
ideas of D. Bell, formulated by him in the work
«The Coming Post-Industrial Society», exerted a
significant ideological and theoretical influence
on the formation of the foundations of the theory
of the information society. Thus, at the end of the
20th century, the necessary prerequisites for the
formation of the theory of the information society
were gradually formed.

In the 60s of the 20th century, the term
«information society» was introduced into
scientific circulation in the USA by F. Machlup
and in Japan by T. Umesao, who were studying
the dynamics of the development of knowledge-
intensive industries, although some researchers
attribute the origin of this term to Professor Yu.
Hayashi of the Tokyo Institute of Technology.

In the middle of the 20th century, changes
occurred in the social structure of society. These
changes were caused by the evolution of industrial
society into post-industrial society, which became
the defining social form of the 20th century
in the USA, Japan and Western Europe. The
development potential of post-industrial society
is determined by the volumes of information and
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knowledge that it has. It is knowledge that is the
axis around which new technologies, economic
growth and new stratification of society are
built. Increased technologization and the shift in
priority from the industrial to the scientific sector
of production led to sociologists talking about
the emergence of a new society. Thus, in the
70s of the twentieth century, the concept of the
information society was born.

The emergence of a new society as a result
of scientific and technological progress is proven
by the following. In the theory of post-industrial
society, there is a position on three societies,
according to which pre-industrial society is based
on the interaction of man with nature, industrial
society - man with the nature subordinated
to them, and post-industrial society on the
interaction between people.

E. Toffler presents the history of the
development and emergence of a new society in
the form of three waves, each of which is replaced
by scientific and technological progress. The first
wave created an agricultural civilization, which
covered such countries as China, India, Greece,
Rome and others. Despite the fact that all these
civilizations had their own path of development
and society, they had common features of
development. The basis of life, culture, family
organization, politics and economics is the
land. Each community produced only what it
needed, therefore, the economy of this period
was decentralized. There was a division of labor.
The structure of society consisted of castes
and classes: nobility, clergy, warriors, helots,
slaves or serfs. Everywhere power was strictly
authoritarian. Information theory could not but
influence jurisprudence, including the theory
of law. The term «information» was introduced
into legal science in the late 60s in connection
with attempts to apply the achievements of
cybernetics and information technology to
analyze information and legal processes. The
study of legal information as one of its varieties,
the first attempts to define the essence of the
concept of «legal information» were undertaken
in the late 60s of the last century. Later, other
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works began to appear, revealing the specifics
of law as an information carrier, the features of
legal information, computer and information law.
The widespread use of the term «information»
in jurisprudence allowed A.B. Vengerov to talk
about the information approach to law.

Thus, information and everything connected
with it has a wide and expanding range of impact
on public life. We believe that the increasing
importance of the right to access information is
largely due to the fact that it is considered one of
the most important political and personal rights
of a person and citizen. Three hundred years
ago, a new stage began, the «second wave» of
the development of society, which changed the
way of «life of millions». Researchers call the
change of stages an explosion or shock wave,
«which went around the entire earth, destroying
ancient societies and giving birth to a completely
new civilization.» E. Toffler considers the «shock
wavey to be the industrial revolution. The result
of the second wave was the emergence of an
«industrial civilization», which, according to
the researcher, did not last long, «for almost
simultaneously with its victory, a new - the third
- «wavey began to roll over the world, bringing
with it new institutions, relationships, values»

T. Stonier in his study of the new society,
which arose due to a change in the form of
management, says the following: «Just as in the
time of Smith, the center of gravity of the economy
began to shift from agriculture to industry, so
today it is shifting from industry to information.
And just as in the late 18th - early 19th centuries
a post-agrarian economy was formed, so today
the technologically advanced sectors of global
society are moving to the stage of a post-industrial
economy» . W. Dysard studies the formation
of the information society and also adheres
to a three-stage history of development: «The
United States is the first country to have made
a three-stage transition from an agrarian society
to an industrial one and from it to a society that
is difficult to even define unambiguously; only
one of its characteristics from a whole range of
possibilities is clear: the main type of its economic

activity is increasingly becoming the production,
storage and distribution of information.» Another
periodization of the historical development of
society was proposed by G. Kahn. He divides the
stages of development by the way man interacts
with nature. The first stage, which created
modern civilization, began 10 thousand years
ago and lasted 8 thousand years. The researcher
calls this stage the agricultural revolution, which
dramatically changed the living conditions of
man. This stage is characterized by low economic
growth and the absence of commodity abundance.
G. Kahn calls the second «Great Transition», this
stage began 400 years ago and exists to this day.
The author divided this stage into three phases.
«The phase of the industrial revolution, then
the phase of the super-industrial (technological)
world economy, and then the phase of the post-
industrial world economy and world community.»
The author sees the reasons for the emergence
of the last phase, «post-industrial» or «the final
moment of the era of the Great Transitiony, in the
decline in interest in industrial and agricultural
activities, while there was no decrease in the
need for goods. All this led to a decrease in the
rate of economic growth, and as a consequence
to the emergence of «new non-economic types of
activity and interests.» In the 70s, the same D.
Bell, Z. Brzezinski and other sociologists tried
to find a more correct description of a society in
which industrial means of production were finally
supplanted by science-intensive technologies,
and knowledge became the determining factor
in development and system-forming features
of modern society. According to a number
of researchers, such societies were advanced
countries such as the United States and Japan,
which entered the post-industrial period in the
50s of the twentieth century, and by the 70s had
moved on to a new stage of their development.
Australian economist K. Clark described such
societies as information and service societies.

To designate this society, sociologists,
political scientists, and economists used different
terms. For example, J. Galbraith calls it a new
industrial society, J.-F. Lyotard - «postmoderny,
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Z. Brzezinski - «technotronic civilizationy,
E. Toffler - «the third wave or superindustrial
society», P. Drucker - «knowledge society», M.
Poniatowski - «scientific society», D. Martin
- «telematic society». Subsequently, a more
common term was established in science -
information society, which was first expressed by
the American economist F. Machlup in his work
«Production and Application of Knowledge in the
USA». However, this study was purely economic,
and only after the study of Japanese sociologists,
the term «information society» entered scientific
circulation, and has its own definition as a society
in which the process of computerization gives
people access to reliable sources of information,
relieves them of routine work, and ensures a high
level of automation of production. Along with
the introduction of the term, Y. Masuda develops
theoretical ideas in his work «Post-industrial
society as an information society». The researcher
believes that the basis of the new society will
be computer technology with its fundamental
function to replace or enhance human mental
labor. The information revolution will quickly
turn into a new productive force and will make
possible the mass production of cognitive,
systematized information, technology and
knowledge. The leading branch of the economy
will be intellectual production. Z. Brzezinski in
the study «Between Two Ages» characterizes
the information society and says that in the new
conditions, culture, psychology, social life and
the economy are formed under the influence of
technology and electronics, especially computers
and communications. The production process is
no longer the main decisive factor in changes
influencing morals, social structure and values
of society. According to Z. Brzezinski, in such a
society, under the influence of the technetronic
revolution, traditional ties in the family and
between generations are collapsing, public life is
fragmented, despite the growing trends towards
global integration. This contributes to the
collapse of old beliefs associated with national
and ideological communities of people and forms
a new global vision of the world.
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Researcher A. Touraine believes that the
main changes in the new society will occur in
the economic sense. The telecommunications
revolution will lead to the transformation of
investment and management policy. In the
information society, «investments are made at a
different level than in an industrial society, that
is, in the production of means of production. The
organization of labor affects only the relations of
workers with each other, and therefore the level
at which production operates. Post-industrial
society operates more globally at the management
level, that is, in the production mechanism as a
whole. This action takes two main forms. Firstly,
these are innovations, that is, the ability to
produce new products, in particular, as a result of
investments in science and technology; secondly,
the management itself, that is, the ability to
use complex information and communication
systems.

It is important to recognize that a post-
industrial society is one in which all elements of
the economic system are affected by the actions
of society itself. These actions do not always
take the form of a conscious will embodied in an
individual or even a group of people. That is why
such a society must be called a programmable
society, a designation that clearly indicates
its capacity to create models of management
of production, organization, distribution and
consumption; therefore, such a society does
not appear at the operational level as a result of
natural laws or specific cultural characteristics,
but rather as a result of production, through
the action of society on itself, through its own
systems of social action.»

To designate this society, sociologists,
political scientists, and economists used different
terms. For example, J. Galbraith calls it a new
industrial society, J.-F. Lyotard - «postmoderny,
Z. Brzezinski - «technotronic civilizationy,
E. Toffler - «the third wave or superindustrial
society», P. Drucker - «knowledge society», M.
Poniatowski - «scientific society», D. Martin
- «telematic society». Subsequently, a more
common term was established in science -
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information society, which was first expressed by
the American economist F. Machlup in his work
«Production and Application of Knowledge in the
USA». However, this study was purely economic,
and only after the study of Japanese sociologists,
the term «information society» entered scientific
circulation, and has its own definition as a society
in which the process of computerization gives
people access to reliable sources of information,
relieves them of routine work, and ensures a high
level of automation of production. Along with
the introduction of the term, Y. Masuda develops
theoretical ideas in his work «Post-industrial
society as an information society». The researcher
believes that the basis of the new society will
be computer technology with its fundamental
function to replace or enhance human mental
labor. The information revolution will quickly
turn into a new productive force and will make
possible the mass production of cognitive,
systematized information, technology and
knowledge. The leading branch of the economy
will be intellectual production. Z. Brzezinski in
the study «Between Two Ages» characterizes
the information society and says that in the new
conditions, culture, psychology, social life and
the economy are formed under the influence of
technology and electronics, especially computers
and communications. The production process is
no longer the main decisive factor in changes
influencing morals, social structure and values
of society. According to Z. Brzezinski, in such a
society, under the influence of the technetronic
revolution, traditional ties in the family and
between generations are collapsing, public life is
fragmented, despite the growing trends towards
global integration. This contributes to the
collapse of old beliefs associated with national
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AMMWPAH BEPJA3EHUIIIBUJIN

JokTop ¢unocopckux Hayk, npogeccop Tomamucexoro I'ocynapcrBeHHOro ynusepcurera
uM. UB. kasaxumsuiu (I'py3ust)

K BONPOCY UCTOPUUN BO3HUKHOBEHUS TEOPUU UHOOPMAIIMOH-
HOT'O OBHIECTBA
Pe3rome

WMudopmanus - 3T0 eIMHCTBEHHBIH pecypc, KOTOPBIN B XOJI€ 3BOIIOIUH YEIIOBEYECKOTO 00IecTBa
HE yMEHBIIIAeTCs, a MOCTOSIHHO yBenuunBaeTcs. Mudopmarms cymiecrsoana Beerja. OnHako co BTO-
poii mooBUHBI XX BeKa ¢ Pa3BUTUEM CPEJCTB BBIYUCIUTEILHON TEXHUKH, CBS3H U TEJIEKOMMYHHUKA-
IIUH ee POoJIb 3HAUUTENbHO Bo3pocia. [Iporucxoaut craHoBieHrne nHPOpPMAIMOHHOTO o01ecTBa. Bee
9TO CIIOCOOCTBYET aKTUBHOMY M3yUeHHIO HH()OPMAIIMOHHBIX MporieccoB. Kareropus «uH(popManms
CTaja UCIOJIh30BaThCs BO MHOTUX HayKaX KaK €CTECTBEHHOTO, TaK U TYMaHUTAPHOTO MPOQUIIs, MO~
3BOJIMJIA TIO - HOBOMY B3IJISIHYTh Ha MOJIOKEHHS TOM UM MHON TEOPHH.

B Hacrosiiniee Bpemst cymecTByeT MHOXKECTBO T€OPHii, C(HOPMYINPOBAHHBIX COLMOTIOTaMH, (PHIIO-
coamu, S5KOHOMHCTAMH ¥ KYJIBTYyPOJIOTAMH B MOTIBITKE OOBSICHATH COCTOSIHUE COBPEMEHHOTO 00IIIe-
ctBa. OJIHU CUUTAIOT, YTO YEJIOBEYECTBO BCTYIIIIO B HOBYIO ATIOXY, I7IE€ BEAYIIasi pOJib MPUHAICIKUT
3HAHWIO, HHPOPMAITUN U HAyIHOMY Tporpeccy. J[pyrue mpennoynTaioT CBS3bIBaTh HEIHEITHHI 3Tar
OOIIIECTBEHHOTO PAa3BUTHS C TMPEABITY IIUMH, HA3bIBASI COBPEMEHHBIN COIUYM OCTHHTY CTPUATHHBIM,
MOCTKATUTATUCTHYECKUM, TIOCTMOJICPHIUCTCKAM HIJTH TTOCTCOBPEMEHHBIM, B 3aBHCUMOCTH OT C(epbl

JACATCIIBHOCTHU YYCHOI'O U €ro MPUHAJICIKHOCTH K TOMY I KHOMY (I)I/IJIOCO(bCKOMy TCUCHUIO.
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HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO BCE MBICIUTEIH CXOJSTCS BO MHEHHH, UYTO BTOpasi MOJOBHHA X X BeKa Xa-
pakTepu3yeTcsi OecTpere/IeHTHBIM pOCTOM 00BEeMOB MH(pOpPMAITMK ¥ WHTeHCH(pHKauelh wHpopma-
IIMOHHOTO OOMEHa, Majo KT0 0OOCHOBBIBAET XapaKTEpHBIE CBOWCTBA HOBOM 3MOXHU, OTPAaHUINBASICH
MTOBEPXHOCTHBIM OIIMCAHUEM ITPHYNH U BO3MOXKHBIX CIICIICTBHA.

CymectByeT psij kinaccuduxanmii, chopMUpPOBAHHBIX Pa3HBIMU UCCIIEOBATENISIMHA B Pa3HOE Bpe-
Ms B TIOTIBITKE YTIOPSIOYATH WH(POPMAIIMOHHBIE TEOPUH, UMEIOIINE HAUOOIIbIEee COIUOIOTHYECKOe
3Ha4YeHne. B To ke BpemMs HMEHHO uepe3 UX OCMBICIIEHUE MPOUCXOIUT IMO3HAHUE COBPEMEHHOHU pe-
AITBHOCTH W OTKPBIBAETCS] BOBMOYKHOCTBH IPOTHO3MPOBATH PAa3BUTHE MAaCCOBOTO OOIECTBA B OIIMKaii-
1Ive rojpl. ITo 00yclIaBiInBaeT akTyaTbHOCTh aHATN3a KaK CAMUX TEOPHid ¢ BBISIBJICHHEM UX 00IIEero
OCHOBaHMsI, TaK ¥ HauOoJIee pacpoCTPAaHEHHBIX THITOB KJIACCH(pHUKAIINH.

Taxum ob6pazom, B 70-80-¢ TT. TepMuUH HHDOPMAITMOHHOE OOINECTBO OKOHYATEIHHO BOIIEN B Ha-
YUHBIIA 000pOT. JIaHHBII TEPMUH XapaKTepu3yeT O0IEeCcTBO ¢ HOBBIM YKIIAJIOM CONUATBHOM, MOTHTH-
YeCKOU, SKOHOMUYECKOH U IpyTux cdep xku3Hu. B TakoMm oOIecTBe HA MEPBBIN TUIAH BBIXOST Ha-
YKOEMKOe ITPOU3BOJICTBO, MHPOPMAITMOHHAS U KOMMYHUKAITMOHHAS WHIycTpus. OCHOBHON KamuTal
TPEBLAYIINAX OOIIECTB - JFOIU U MPEAMEThI TPY/Ia - BRITECHSIOTCSI HAyKOH U WH(POPMAIMOHHO-KOM-
MYHHKaIIMOHHBIMU TEXHOJIOTHUSMHU.

B 3akmouenun cieqyet ckazarh, UTO TOHATHE «MH(OPMAIMOHHOE O0IIEeCTBOY» MPOYHO BOIILIO B
KM3Hh MHOTUX CTpaH. XapaKTepHBIM LTI HHPOPMAITMOHHOTO 00IIeCcTBa SBISIETCS BO3pacTaHHe 3Ha-
YUMOCTH MH(OPMAIINH, TIpaB Ha TOCTYII K HEl, C OJTHOU CTOPOHBI, ¥ Ha 3aIUTy KOH()UICHIINATBHON
nHPOPMAITUH - C IPYTOi
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