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Introduction. The collapse of the Soviet
Union and the emergence of three independent
states on the map of the South Caucasus was
welcomed in Turkey and Iran, which had actually
lost the fight for control of the region to Russia in
the past. The new geopolitical situation is in their
interests, as buffer states have emerged between
them and their centuries-old northern rival.
Tehran is also using the newly formed situation
to its advantage. It has gained the opportunity
to communicate with Europe through the South
Caucasus, which can significantly reduce its
dependence on cooperation in the field of
transport with Ankara. One of Tehran’s goals
is to prevent Ankara from gaining strength in
the region, which is beneficial for Russia, as it
creates an opportunity to restore control over the
region. On the other hand, if there is a prospect
of creating a military-political union of the CIS
countries led by Moscow, Iran can be safely
listed as an opponent of such a union, as it will be
perceived as a threat to its own national security.
But, as such a union is not expected in the near
future, then Iran can be perceived as a Russian
ally in the fight against the spread of Turkish and
US influence in the region.

In addition to neighbors, European countries
and the United States are interested in the region.
European countries prefer to act with the help of
EU programs, which allows them to achieve better
results at lower costs. It must be recognized that
the South Caucasus is not a priority area in EU
policy, so instead of large-scale investments from
European companies, there is mainly technical
assistance and educational programs, the main
goal of which is to find internal resources in the
countries of the region, optimize their use. The
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main political goals of the EU must be recognized
as maintaining the independence of the South
Caucasus states, primarily from Moscow, as well
as stabilizing the situation in them. However, the
main goal of the EU in the region is to develop
the hydrocarbon resources of the Caspian Sea
and ensure their safe transportation to European
markets.

The United States of America, remaining
the only superpower in the world, is striving to
support the independence of the former post-
Soviet republics from Russia in order to prevent
the possibility of their integration around it.
The existence of the Caspian hydrocarbon basin
contributed to the change in the US position
towards the countries of the South Caucasus and
Central Asia. The US oil giants could not allow
either Russian control over the oil fields or the
dominance of European competitors. They forced
Washington to take an active position in the
region and declare it a zone of its vital interests.
This is due to the fact that the US dependence
on oil supplies from the Persian Gulf countries
is great and threatens to exceed the fifty percent
threshold. In addition, control over the Caspian
basin fields will allow influencing the world
oil market. So, as for the EU, it is necessary to
recognize the main goals of the US as control
over oil and gas reserves in the Caspian region
and the creation of routes for transporting oil to
the world market.

In such international relations and in the
process of geopolitical struggle, the peoples
and states of the South Caucasus have to live,
while simultaneously fighting to preserve their
geopolitical space.

Today, logistical geopolitics in international
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relations is at the zenith of its struggle. Conflicts
and geopolitical processes affect not only the
transport architecture of the South Caucasus
states, but also determine which geopolitical
camp a particular country will be in. The South
Caucasus, with its great transit potential, stands
out for its uneven development of the transport
infrastructures of all three republics in the region,
which is mainly due to a complex of geopolitical
problems, in particular the presence of a number
of unresolved conflicts. The latter create
significant obstacles both for regional transport
integration and for the uniform involvement of
Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan in international
transport communications.

Key words: Zangezur Corridor, «Crossroads
of the Worldy, Geopolitics, international
relations.

Due to its geographical location, the South
Caucasus is located at the crossroads of transport
routes from East Asia to Europe (east-west),
as well as from Russia and Northern Europe to
South Asia (north-south). In the new geopolitical
conditions, these transport arteries are acquiring
a special role in the development of international
economic cooperation. In these circumstances,
some countries of the South Caucasus and
neighboring regions (Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran)
are proposing various projects to create not
just regional, but also world-class transport and
logistics hubs on their territories.

Armenia has not remained aloof from
these processes, presenting the “Crossroads
of the World” transport project. It envisages
the development of communications between
Armenia, Turkey, Azerbaijan and Iran.

At the end of October, Armenia presented
the “Crossroads of the World” project, which is
essentially the Armenian version of the project to
unblock communications in the region after the
44-day war. This is one of the components of the
process of establishing lasting peace in the South
Caucasus, and if implemented, it can change
the status of Armenia, helping it to emerge from

isolation and become a logistics hub in the region.

After lengthy internal discussions and
rebranding of the «Crossroads of Peacey,
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
presented it to the international community for
the first time at the Tbilisi International Forum,
which was also attended by the head of the
Azerbaijani government Ali Asadov. This was
an attempt by Armenia, on the one hand, to
counter Azerbaijan’s accusations against the
Armenian side in preventing the unblocking of
communication channels. On the other hand, to
finally formulate its own agenda in the changing
region, defending its importance in the context of
the implementation of large international logistics
projects.

Within the framework of this project, it is
planned to create a new transport infrastructure
in Armenia, which will require repairing or
rebuilding an entire network of roads and railways,
laying pipelines, underground cables and building
power lines. At the same time, what is very
important is that the entire transport infrastructure
must function within the jurisdiction of Armenia,
which will, through its state institutions, carry out
border and customs control, as well as ensure its
security.

Armenia is already ready, according to its
leader N. Pashinyan, to establish 7 checkpoints on
the borders with Azerbaijan and Turkey, as well
as begin the restoration of four railway sections
with a total length of 130 km, which will ensure
communication between Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Turkey, including between Azerbaijan and its
exclave, the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic
(NAR). In the future, according to the authors
of the PM project, the modernized transport
system of Armenia can become an important
link in the transport routes that will connect the
Caspian Sea with the Mediterranean, and the
Persian Gulf with the ports of the Black Sea. The
total cost of the project, according to the most
preliminary (possibly incomplete) estimates,
will be $ 500 million. The Armenian government
assures that already in the first year of operation,
the transport system of Armenia will be able to

125



THE CAUCASUS AND THE WORLD - International Scientific Journal

KABKA3 U MUP - MexayHapoaHblii HAyYHbIi AKYpHAT

ensure the transit of 4.7 million tons of cargo
and 300 thousand passengers, and by 2050 the
volume of cargo transported through the territory
of the republic can increase to 10 million tons.
The «Crossroads of the World» transport project
is beneficial only to Armenia for the restoration
of its economy, which is experiencing) major
problems. However, Azerbaijan does not intend
to restore the Armenian economy and without
resolving the Zangezur issue, Armenia will not
receive any projects.

The Zangezur corridor is a road that is
planned to be built through the territory of the
Syunik region of Armenia to connect the main
part of Azerbaijan with the Nakhichevan exclave.
It borders Turkey, so if transport communications
are built, Baku will receive a direct land
connection with its ally. For its part, for Ankara,
if the corridor is built, communication will be
simplified not only with Azerbaijan, but also
with the Turkic-speaking countries of Central
Asia. Therefore, the Armenian project will
remain a project. In addition, Azerbaijan and
Turkey have been successfully building transport
communications bypassing Armenia all this time.

Secondly, close transport cooperation
between neighboring states, and especially
the implementation of joint projects in this
area requires a different level of trust. All three
countries, especially after Armenia’s defeat in the
war and the loss of Nagorno-Karabakh, are not
yet able to interact based on compromises and
consideration of each other’s interests, as shown
at least by the progress of negotiations on the
conclusion of a peace treaty between Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

Iran is another important actor in the
processes taking place in the South Caucasus
region. It is very interested in promoting its goods
to world markets, so it is looking with interest
at all regional transport projects. Iran is ready to
deliver its goods through the territory of Armenia
to the Georgian Black Sea ports, but it is unlikely
to be inclined to lose part of the transit, which,
if the project is successful, will go to Armenia.
Therefore, although Iran verbally supports the
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project as a guarantee of peace and stability in
the region, Armenia will most likely not be able
to count on its financial assistance.

As for Armenia’s Western European partners,
the «Crossroads of the World» project was
presented at the Global Gateway investor forum
held in Brussels, but so far nothing is known about
any interest in the project from any European
countries. It should be noted that for Armenia, the
project they presented is important not so much
for economic gain, but has political significance,
since its appearance is associated with Armenia’s
attempt to solve the problem of the Zangezur
corridor once and for all. As is known, Baku
accuses Yerevan of not complying with paragraph
9 of the trilateral statement of November 9, 2020,
which stipulates that all economic and transport
links in the region should be unblocked, and
Armenia undertakes to guarantee the security of
transport links from Azerbaijan to Nakhichevan.
Until now, it was possible to get from Azerbaijan
to the NAR either through Iran (700 km) or
through Georgia and Turkey (1200 km).

Azerbaijanproposestobuildaroad connecting
it with Nakhichevan through the Syunik region of
Armenia. In Azerbaijan, this road is known as the
Zangezur Corridor. The new road will shorten the
route from Azerbaijan to Nakhichevan. Baku is
extremely interested in building the road in the
near future for many reasons, both political and
economic. First of all, unblocking transport links
between the main territory of the republic and its
exclave will allow Azerbaijan to have a direct
land connection with its main partner and ally,
Turkey, with its Mediterranean ports. According
to expert estimates, this will lead to an increase in
the country’s exports by $710 million. In addition,
Azerbaijan expects that the Zangezur Corridor
will facilitate access of its oil and gas to Western
European markets. Currently, gas is supplied
through Iran, which takes 15% of the Azerbaijani
gas exported through its territory as a transit
fee. In addition, the Zangezur Corridor could
play an important role in the implementation of
Azerbaijan’s large-scale plans to turn the country
into a world-class transport and logistics hub.
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It is no coincidence that even before the final
decision on the Zangezur Corridor, in May
2021, construction of a railway and road on
the Horadiz-Agband section began in the NAR
near the Armenian border, the latter of which
should be commissioned this year. However, the
implementation of such a beneficial project for
Azerbaijan runs into the position of Armenia,
which is not satisfied with the status of the road
proposed by the Azerbaijani side. Initially, it
was assumed that goods and passengers from
Azerbaijan were to cross the territory of Armenia
freely, without any customs or border inspection.
The operation of the road and its security were also
to be carried out by the Azerbaijani side. Thus,
the railway and the land on which it is located
practically became the property of Azerbaijan. At
present, Baku has somewhat reduced its demands,
having abandoned the exterritoriality of the road,
but still demands free passage of trains along the
Zangezur railway. At the same time, Azerbaijan
still directly links the lifting of the transport
blockade of Armenia with the construction of the
Zangezur corridor.

True, for some time now Azerbaijan has
begun to avoid the term «corridor». But even
this concession has changed almost nothing
in Armenia’s position. Moreover, Yerevan has
started talking about Azerbaijan’s claims to
the southern part of Armenia, which before
Azerbaijan joined the USSR was part of the
then Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, whose
successor modern Azerbaijan considers itself.

And although Baku denies any additional
territorial claims to Armenia, the distrust and
suspicion in the relations between the two
countries are so strong that they often hinder a
rational approach to solving problems.

However, for some time now Azerbaijan has
started talking about the fact that the Zangezur
corridor project is already losing its relevance.
This is due to some interesting proposals that
Iran has recently put forward. The fact is that [ran
has always been very wary of the construction of
a road from Azerbaijan to Nakhichevan through
the territory of Armenia with an unclear status for

both economic and political reasons. On the one
hand, Iran fears losing its role as Azerbaijan’s main
transit partner, thereby weakening its leverage
over it. Turkey’s role will only increase, which
will only intensify the rivalry between the two
countries for influence in the region. On the other
hand, Iran feared that the extraterritorial road
could cut Iran off from its important economic
and political partner, Armenia.

As a result, bearing in mind Armenia’s
continued intransigence on the Zangezur
Corridor issue, Iran proposed that Azerbaijan
build a railway and road route (slightly longer
than Zangezur) through its territory. This project,
called the «Araks Corridor» or «Iranian Route»,
was also supported by Turkey. It is hardly possible
to say that Azerbaijan has finally abandoned the
idea of the Zangezur Corridor, and its widely
announced cooperation with Iran in this area may
be more of a demonstration. Armenia is once
again being warned that if the Zangezur Corridor
issue is not resolved, the country will finally find
itself on the sidelines of global transport flows,
if its transport blockade is lifted at all. It must be
said that in the «Crossroads of the World» project,
Armenia undertakes to connect Azerbaijan with
Nakhichevan through its territory, although this
route lies away from the main routes proposed
in the project. Yerevan’s main condition is
that the road must be under the jurisdiction of
Armenia. Azerbaijan is not yet ready to agree to
such conditions, demanding additional security
guarantees and free passage of goods. Russia is
closely monitoring the transport situation in the
region. It is interested in the earliest possible
opening of a land route to Turkey through
Azerbaijan, and the construction of a route
linking the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic
with the rest of Azerbaijan via Khangezur is
entirely consistent with these interests. Of course,
the Crossroads of the World project also looks
promising, but its full implementation is still in
great question. In order for at least one of these
projects to work, steps towards each other will be
required from the two neighboring states of the
South Caucasus. However, we are convinced that
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Azerbaijan will achieve its goal and the new route  the final geopolitical victory of Azerbaijan.
will be laid through Zangezur, which will also be
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IJBI'VIVKA KABTAPAJI3E
JloKTOp notuTH4YEeCKUX HayK, mpodeccop Cyxymckoro I'ocyrapcTBeHHOro YHuBepcHTeTa

(I'pysust)

APMEHUS " ABEPBAWJIXKAH B TEONMOJIUTUYECKOIN BUTBE. 3AHT'E3VP-
CKHUH KOPHUJIOP

Pe3rome
Pacman Coserckoro Coroza wu mosiejieHue Ha kapte HOskHoro KaBkaza Tpex He3aBHCHMBIX
roCyAapcTB OBLIO ¢ PaTOCThIO BOCIPHHITO B Typunu u B Hpane. KoTopble (aKTUUECKH MPOUTPATH
Poccun B mpormiom 60pr0y 3a KOHTPOIE HaJl pernoHOM. HoBasi reomonuTryeckasi CUTyarys OTBeva-
€T UX UHTepecaMm, T.K. MeKJy HUMHU U MHOTOBEKOBBIM CEBEPHBIM COTIEPHUKOM TMOSIBUIIUCH Oy epHbIe
rocyapcTBa.
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Terepan Takke UCIOIB3YET BHOBD CIIOKUBIIMYIOCS CUTYAIUIO B CBOMX MHTepecax. OH moiry-
YUJI BOBMOXHOCTE coobtmenust ¢ EBporoit uepes FOxnubrit KaBkas, 4To MOXKET CyITIeCTBEHHO CHU3HUTH
€ro 3aBHCHUMOCTH OT COTPYJHUYECTBA B 001acTu TpaHcmopTa ¢ AHkapoit. OqHolt u3 neneit Terepana
SIBIISIETCS. HEAOMYIIEHNE YCUJIEHUsI AHKaphl B perMoHe, 4TO SBJISETCs] BBITOAHBIM uIsi Poccuu, T.K.
C03/1aeT BOZMOXKHOCTh JJISI BOCCTAHOBJICHUS KOHTPOJIS HaJl pernoHoM. C JIpyroit CTOPOHBI, €CIH o~
SIBUTCSI TIEPCTIEKTUBA CO3/IaHMsI BOCHHO-TIOJIUTHYECKOTO coro3a u3 cTpan CHI' Bo rmaBe ¢ MockBoi,
Hpan MoxHO OyZIeT CMEJIOo 3aUChIBaTh B IPOTUBHUKHU TTOJJOOHOTO OOBEUHEHUS, T.K. OHO Oy/eT BOC-
MIPUHUMATKCS UM KaK yrpo3a cOOCTBEHHOH HaMoOHAIbHON Oe3omacHocTH. Ho, T.K. mog006HOTO 00H-
eMHeHUs B Oyrkaiiiiee BpeMs He MpeIBUIuTcs, To Mpan MOXHO BOCIPUHUMATH KaK POCCUHCKOTO
COIO3HHMKA B O0pb0e poTuB pacnpoctpanenus Biustaus Typrwn u CIIIA B pernosne.
Kpome coceneil, k pernoHy nposiBISIFOT HHTepec eBponelickue crpansl 1 CHIA. Epo-
NefcKue cTpaHbl MPEANOYUTAIOT JIEHCTBOBATh ¢ TOMOINBI0 TporpamMM EBpocorosza, 4To mo3BoiseT
UM JOOMBAThCS JTYUIIAX Pe3yIbTaToOB MPU MEHBINX 3aTpaTaxX. HeoOxoammo mpu3Hath, uto HOkHBII
KaBka3 He sBisieTcsi IpUOPUTETHRIM HarpaBieHueM B nonutuke EC, mosTomy BMecTO MacmiTad-
HBIX WHBECTHIIMN OT €BPOMEHCKUX KOMIAHU, CJIeAYIOT B OCHOBHOM TeXHHYECKasl MOMOIIh U 00pa-
30BaTeNbHbIE MPOTPAMMBbI, OCHOBHOH IIENTBI0 KOTOPBIX SIBIISIETCS N3BICKAHUE BHYTPEHHUX PECYPCOB B
CTpaHax pernoHa, ONTUMU3AIUS UX UCTIONIL30BaHUs. | TaBHBIME ouTHYecKuMH 1ienisiMu EC HeoOxo-
JIIMO TIPU3HATH coXpaHeHue rocyfaapcrsamu FOxHoro KaBkaza He3aBUCHMOCTH, B IIEPBYIO OUepeib
oT MockBBI, a Takke cTabuinuzanuio cutyaruu B HUX. Ho Bce ke ocHOBHOM 1enpio EC B pernone
SIBJISIETCS pa3padoTKa YIIIEBOJIOPOIHBIX pecypcoB Kacmuiickoro Mops u o0ecriedeHne ux 6e30nacHoi
TPAHCTIOPTUPOBKHU HA €BPOTIEHCKUE PHIHKH.

Coenunennsle [lITaTel AMEpUKH, OCTaBIIMCH €IMHCTBEHHOUW CBEPXIEPKABOM B MUPE, CTPEMSTCS
MoJIepKaTh HE3aBUCUMOCTE OBIBIIUX MOCTCOBETCKUX peciyOnuk oT Poccun, 4TOOBI HE JTOMYCTUTH
BO3MOXHOCTH MX WHTEeTrpanuu BOKpyT Hee. M3smenenuro no3unun CIIIA B otHOmenuu ctpad KOxHo-
ro KaBkaza u llenTpasibHO# A3uu ciocoOCTBOBAJIO CYIIIECTBOBAHUE KACTTHIICKOTO YIIIEBOAOPOIHOTO
Oacceitna. Hedtsupie rurantbl CIIIA He MOTTH MO3BOJMTH HU COXPAHEHUS POCCHICKOTO KOHTPOJIS
HaJ MECTOPOXKJIEHUSIMU HeTH, HU JOMUHUPOBAHUS €BPOMEUCKNX KOHKYpPEeHTOB. VIMEHHO OHM BBI-
HyAUIU BalliuHTTOH 3aHTh aKTUBHYIO MTO3UIIMIO B PETHOHE U OOBSIBUTH €10 30HOU CBOUX KU3HEHHBIX
HWHTEPECcOB. JTO cBs3aHO ¢ TeM, uTo 3aBucuMocTh CIIIA ot moctaBok HedTH U3 crpan llepcuackoro
3aluBa BEJMKA, U TPO3UT MPEO0JIEeTh MATUIECATUIIPOIEHTHBIN pyOex. Kpome Toro, KOHTpOIh HaJ
MECTOPOXKICHUSMHU KaCTIMICKOTO OacceifHa TO3BOJIUT BIUATH HA MUPOBOU peIHOK HedTu. Tak uToO,
kak u 1151 EC, HeoOxoaumo mpu3Hath ocHOBHBIMU TiensiMu CIIIA xoHTpons Hajx 3amacamMu HeQTH U
ra3a B KaCIIUICKOM perroHe M co3JaHue MyTeil TpaHCTOPTUPOBKY HE()TH HA MUPOBOU PHIHOK.

B Takux MeXIyHapOAHBIX OTHOIIEHUSX U B MPOIIECCE TEeOMOIUTUIECKONH OOPHOBI MPUXOAUTCS
XKUTh HapomaM u rocymgapctBam [Oxnoro Kakaza, mapaniensHo BecTH OOprOy 3a COXpaHEHUs
CBOETO T'eOINOJIMTHYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTRA.

CeromHsl JTOTUCTUYECKAs] TEOMOJIMTUKA B MEXKTYHAPOTHBIX OTHOIICHUSX HAXOIUTCS B 3CHUTE
cBoelr 00pbOBI. KOH(IIUKTEI B TEOMOTUTHYECKUE TIPOTIECCHI, BIUSIOT HE TOJBKO Ha TPAaHCTIOPTHYIO
apxuTekTypy TrocynapctB FOxnoro Kapkaza, HO W ompenesiseT B KAaKOM T'€OMOJIUTUYECKOM Jlarepe
OyIeT HaxoluTCs Ta WIM WHas CTpaHa.

IOxmnprit KaBkas, o6nagas OOIBIINM TPAaH3UTHBIM TOTEHITUATIOM, BBIACISETCS HEPABHOMEPHBIM
pa3sBUTHEM TPAHCIIOPTHBIX HHPPACTPYKTYP BCEX TPEX PECIyOIMK PETHOHA, YTO MPEHMYINECTBEHHO
00yCIIOBIIEHO KOMILJIEKCOM T€OTOJUTHUECKUX MPoOIeM, B YaCTHOCTH HAJIMYUEM psifia Hepa3peleH-
HBIX KOHQIUKTOB. [locnenaue co3aaroT cymecTBeHHbIEe MPETATCTBIS KakK I PerHOHAIBHONW TpaHC-
MOPTHOW MHTETPAlli, TaK U JUISl pABHOMEPHOTO BoBiIedeHuss ApMenuu, [ py3un u Azepbaiikana B
MEXIyHApOJAHbIE TPAHCIOPTHBIE KOMMYHHUKAIIWU.
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