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The " separation” of the seemingly "allies” of Russia and Armenia is a matter of actual decision.
This is most eloquently demonstrated by the way in which Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian has been behaving during the current traditional summit of the CIS heads of state in St
Petersburg. It is obvious that the expected meeting of Vladimir Putin, Ilham Aliyev and Nikol
Pashinyan in a tripartite format within the framework of this summit did not take place precisely
because of Pashinyan's position. Pashinyan has finally bet on the West to mediate with Azerbaijan.
Prior to this Nikol Pashinyan accused the Russian troops stationed in Karabakh as peacekeepers
of "inaction™.

It is true that Russian peacekeepers are inactive - they do not carry out their functions and do
not allow Azerbaijani environmentalists to inspect the development of mineral deposits on their
territory. However, the Armenian side would like these peacekeepers to act as an occupation army
on Azerbaijani territory in the Armenian interest (similar to the way they "peacemaked™ in
Abkhazia and Samachablo in their time), which in the position Russia finds itself in today, having
thrown all its forces "on the Ukrainian front", is no longer feasible.

Also, Nikol Pashinyan has already raised the issue of Armenia's withdrawal from the CSTO,
which would simply ruin the organisation. This will hit not only Russia, but also Belarus, which
is closely integrated with Russia in the military sphere.

However, despite all the attempts of the Kremlin, Belarus does not let itself be dragged into
the aggression against Ukraine, confining itself to granting its territories to the "ally”. And it is
precisely the Armenian lobby in the Kremlin that insists on Belarus' participation in the aggression
against Ukraine. This could provide an opportunity to "free up Russian forces to protect Armenian
interests in the South Caucasus.

As a matter of fact, the collapse of the CSTO initiated by Armenia will inevitably raise the
question of Belarus' responsibility for the war in Ukraine, even in the format of granting its
territories to the aggressor, and referring to the "formal alliance™ within the CSTO will not
work. Apparently, this is why it is very important for Minsk to finally decide whether it is with
Russia and the CSTO (with the prospect of joining the notorious "Union State” with Russia
together with Belarus to share as much responsibility for the Kremlin's geopolitical adventures
with Russia and Belarus as possible) or Armenia "on its own". And then the authorities in Minsk
will in fact already denounce their relations with Russia within the framework of the "Union State",
and "save themselves".

Not coincidentally, on the eve of the summit of the CIS heads of state in St. Petersburg,
Belarusian Ambassador to Yerevan Aliaksandr Konyuk made a statement: "*The Union State lacks
a third country. | was watching and watching how our brothers Armenians reacted, and they
supported me,” Konyuk said. Clearly referring to the "Armenian brothers” among the revanchists
who are still betting on Russia. Further elaborating on this thought, he said that the existence of
the "Union State™ is a determining factor of military security for the participants of such a "state".



"Since Putin's arrival, S-400 and Iskander air defence systems have been put on alert. Moreover,
Russia is assisting in the training of combat aircraft crews that carry special weapons. Here it is -
the concreteness of the integration process within the Union State. Military bases are being
established along our border, therefore we have no other choice with Russia,” added the
Ambassador of Belarus to Armenia.

Therefore, we have no other choice,” added the Armenian ambassador to Armenia. The
reaction of the Armenian media and social networks to the Belarusian proposal against the
background of wild Russophobia in the country was predictably negative. In the social networks,
the Belarusian proposal was referred to with obscene words and was "sent to hell” not only by
Minsk, but also by Moscow. The Armenian nationalists have not been talking about any "gratitude
to Russia" for a long time. Most likely, Belarus' offer of Armenia's membership in the "union state"
will only accelerate the final and irrevocable U-turn of the already pro-Western authorities in
Yerevan from Russia to the U.S. and France, and respectively marginalize the pro-Russian
revanchists of the Karabakh clan headed by Robert Kocharyan even more.

Let us recall that one of the main formal reasons for the current Russian aggression against
Ukraine was Ukraine's intention to join NATO and "the prospect of NATO troops appearing near
Russia's borders". Moreover, Russian "patriots" of Armenian nationality, starting from the head of
the Russian Foreign Ministry Sergey Lavrov-Kalantarov and ending with propagandists like
Margarita Simonyan, Tigran Keosayan, Semen Bagdasarov, Sarkis Tsaturyan and a dozen others,
were most indignant about this prospect.

However, how would the Russian people react if they learned that those who were so
indignant at the prospect of American bases and NATO troops in Ukraine and fomented war would
themselves propose to introduce American and NATO troops in another post-Soviet republic?
Namely, to Azerbaijan, to the territory of Karabakh in Azerbaijan, where Russian servicemen are
currently on a peacekeeping mission. Their "great Russian patriots” propose to replace them with
French and American troops. What is this but betrayal and the work of double agents for the very
same USA and France, which are known to be key NATO countries?

This is after Russia, following the lead of such ideologues and propagandists, unleashed a
fratricidal war with the closest people, Ukrainians, formally to prevent such bases and troops at its
south-western borders. And here, the same "Russian patriots" propose such troops and bases near
the southern borders. The same editor-in-chief of the Realist news agency, Sarkis Tsaturyan, told
how to "end the blockade of 'Artsakh' by calling on the US and French military and opening the
way to international recognition of the 'Armenian republic™.

Obviously, Sarkis Tsaturyan is no "patriot of Russia", although he earns quite a bit of money
there; he is just an ordinary Armenian nationalist.

In principle, pro-Western Armenian nationalists (who simultaneously hate and curse Russia
with the last words) demand introduction of French and American "peacekeepers” to Karabakh.
But Sarkis Tsaturyan, judging by the materials of his "Realist" news agency, is not only a "patriot
of Russia" but also an enemy of the West and "American imperialism".

And now this "patriot"”, like the last "Westerners" in Yerevan, also demands to introduce
American troops in place of Russian ones. And, judging by his logic, not only to Karabakh, but,
in the future, to Gyumri too. And all this to protect the interests of Armenians, or rather Armenian
nationalists and "Artsakh" separatists, as Russia is not able to cope with such protection.

I would like to ask Sarkis Tsaturyan whether representatives of "the most ancient and long-
suffering people” live not only in the Republic of Armenia and Azerbaijani Karabakh. They live
in Moscow too. And the probability of being attacked by skinheads or robbers in the Moscow



suburbs and "bedroom™ districts is much higher for them than the same risk in Karabakh. So, after
that, should American and French troops be sent to Moscow? It turns out that "protection of
Armenians™ and their exorbitant nationalist ambitions is the "highest value" for which Russia as a
power must sacrifice all its geopolitical interests?

Rivalry between France and Russia

Russian political analyst Sergei Markov forecasts escalation in Karabakh in the near future and
directly suggests that there may be a "French trail" in this escalation: "Karabakh. Ruben VVardanyan
is preparing to strike.

1. he gathers a mass action in Karabakh on 19 December.

2. It is highly probable that slogans to go by force to unblock the road and attack Azerbaijani
environmentalists, whom the Armenian side denies the right to be called environmentalists.

3. After the mass clashes Ruben Vardanian will appeal to the EU and his main hope, France, to
send their observers to the Karabakh region.

4. This is the plan to replace Russian observers in Karabakh with French ones.

5. France is now trying to "take Armenia away from Russia" in retaliation for Russia "taking away
the Central African Republic and Mali and Burkina Faso" from France.

6. With Ruben Vardanian's arrival in Karabakh, the situation in Karabakh has escalated and is
likely to further escalate. He will replace Russia with France. He has already replaced his Russian
passport. | think he has already received a French passport,” says the Russian political analyst.
Sergey Markov's mentioning of the conflict between Russia and France around the former French
colonies in Africa is very interesting here. And this conflict has recently escalated "into a "hot
terrorist phase”, with the undermining of Russia's "overseer" in Central Africa, Dmitry Sytoy. In
particular, another Russian political analyst, Stanislav Belkovsky, released the following
information: "In CAR (Central African Republic), the head of the Russian House has been
hospitalised (https://t.me/infojetNEWS/10335) in a serious condition after an assassination
attempt. Dmitry Sity, the head of the Russian House cultural centre, was seriously wounded in the
city of Bangui in the capital of the Central African Republic (CAR). He had received an
anonymous parcel containing explosives. It was reported on the social media of the
Commonwealth of Officers for International Security. The information was confirmed by the press
attaché of the Russian Embassy in the CAR, Vladislav Ilyin. According to the commonwealth,
Dmitry Sytiy received a parcel with an explosive substance; it exploded in his hands. The incident
occurred on the morning of December 16. The head of the CAR police called the whole affair a
terrorist attack.

E. V. Prigozhin released a statement (https://t.me/Prigozhin_hat/2228) which, among other things,
called for France to be declared a sponsor of terrorism: "In the Central African Republic, which
has been oppressed for hundreds of years by the French, who have been destroying the population
and plundering the wealth of the CAR, the "Russian House" was opened on 1 February 2022. It
was headed by Dmitry Sytny, a patriot of Russia and the CAR. On November 11, Dmitry Sity
received a parcel from Togo with a photo of his son living in France. It contained a note saying
that next time he would receive his son's head if "the Russians don't get off the African continent
and open the doors to the French.” Today a parcel arrived for him again. Despite all the safety
instructions, Dmitry Sity, in a state of rage and thinking that his son's head was in the parcel,
opened it. There was an explosion.



At the moment, Dmitry Sity's life is in great doubt. Russian doctors are doing all they can at
Bangui hospital to save him. Before he lost consciousness, Dmitry Sytoy managed to say: "I saw
a note: 'This is for you from all the French, the Russians will get out of Africa'.

| have already appealed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation to initiate the
procedure of declaring France a state sponsor of terrorism as well as conducting a thorough
investigation into the terrorist methods of France and its western allies - the US and others.

If Dmitry Sytiy survives, he will continue his fight and see with his own eyes how those who
attempted to kill him will burn in the flames of history. If he dies, he will forever remain a symbol
of this struggle. No Russian will ever retreat from the African continent until all the colonisers
have withdrawn beyond the borders of their countries.”

Meanwhile, Evgeny Prigozhin, head of Russia's largest and most successful (even judging by the
fighting in Ukraine) private military campaign. In any case, despite the absolutely savage losses
(the PMC does not spare the people, today, Prigozhin's Wagner PMC is advancing an average of
100-200 meters per day in Bakhmut and its surroundings), it has not suffered a crushing defeat so
far.

According to many indications, it is the Wagner PMC that will play a key role in preparations
for the winter "re-offensive” of the Russian troops from Belarus to Kiev (there is already
information about the transfer of Russian mercenaries from the Wagner PMC to Belarus).

This also raises questions about the strange recent death of Belarusian Foreign Minister
Uladzimir Makei, which some experts directly blame on the Russian security services. Meanwhile,
Uladzimir Makei was known for his contacts with the Vatican and for the fact that he sought to
remove Belarus as far as possible from the Russian influence. The Vatican, as we know, is
geopolitically closely connected with France.

And so, against this background, Prigozhin, a "viceroy" close to Putin, is first blackmailed in
Central Africa, demanding that "the Russians get out of Africa”, and then demonstratively blasted
by the French secret services. "Inconsistencies of action” and sometimes direct clashes of interests
between the Kremlin and France are evident in many parts of the globe. At any rate, Vladimir
Putin's "cook™ and close confidant, Yevgeny Prigozhin, is the first politician close to the Kremlin
to openly accuse France of "terrorist methods". Although such accusations had previously been
unthinkable.To a certain extent, Russia and France have acted in concert with each other in various
parts of the world, both in Africa and in the South Caucasus, up to a certain point. They also
coordinated their actions on Iran. Today, against the background of the protests in Iran (which may
well result in a transformation of power) and the temporary suspension of Iranian arms deliveries
to Russia in November or early December 2022 (these deliveries began again some time ago), the
disagreements between Moscow and Paris in Africa also do not look accidental. But the
"landmark™ region where Russian and French interests may diverge is certainly the South
Caucasus. Here, the fact that Armenian nationalists are already betting more on Paris than on
Moscow is visible to the naked eye. And the provocations in Karabakh, as well as the different
reactions of Russia and France to them, may become a "watershed" which is fraught with a serious
conflict between Moscow and Paris, previously allied in the "Armenian question”. The current
Armenian pro-Western government, led by Nikol Pashinyan, began blackmailing Russia with the
collapse and loss of effectiveness of the CSTO bloc long before the 44-day war. In 2018, after
Nikol Pashinian came to power in Armenia, CSTO secretary general Yuri Khachaturov was
arrested. It was only after the intervention of the Russian foreign minister that Yuri Khachaturov
was released on bail, but in fact the key figure in the CSTO was then held "hostage" by Pashinyan,



especially as Khachaturov could not leave Armenia, even on his own CSTO-related business. The
CSTO only managed to unblock its work from early 2020, when Stanislav Zas from Belarus
replaced Yuri Khachaturov as its secretary.

Pashinyan demanded that the CSTO should fight for Armenia against Azerbaijan in the
same 44-day war and, along with this, fulfil the "orders" of its Western geopolitical "masters".
Otherwise, how else to explain the fact that it was Pashinyan who initiated the deployment of
CSTO contingent in Kazakhstan and insisted that there were Armenians there, and the Armenian
lobby was clearly displeased with the rapid drawdown of the foreign military presence on the
territory of Kazakhstan. What caused Pashinyan's interest in Kazakhstan at the time, it is difficult
to say unequivocally. But it is doubtless that his French "friends" have such an interest. France is
one of the leading operators of nuclear energy and nuclear fuel trade in the world, and it is
interested in uranium deposits of Kazakhstan.

After Russia's aggression against Ukraine, where it was "stuck™ in the war, Pashinyan first
tried to force Russia to fulfil its "CSTO alliance obligations™ again through military provocations
(essentially organising a "second front" for Russia). When this failed, he decided to do the best he
could to "serve™ his Western masters, including the accelerated dismantling of the CSTO bloc from
within. This unambiguously hits not only Russia, but also the peace process in the South Caucasus,
where the involvement of new "players” only delays the signing of a peace treaty and the
unblocking of communications.In Yerevan, as "host" of the CSTO summit, Nikol Pashinyan
refused to sign a draft declaration of the CSTO Collective Security Council (CSTO) and a draft on
joint assistance measures for Armenia. Regarding the latter, Pashinyan said that the submitted
documents "do not contain a clear political assessment of Azerbaijan's actions,” which, in his
opinion, is "aggression against Armenia. Nikol Pashinyan believes that the absence of such an
assessment creates opportunities for new offensive actions of the Azerbaijani side. According to
Nikol Pashinyan, Yerevan "expects the CSTO to conduct political and diplomatic work with
Azerbaijan for the withdrawal of troops from the sovereign territory of Armenia. That is,
Pashinyan wants the CSTO to urge Azerbaijan to hand over to Armenia its border territories, which
the Armenian nationalists consider "Armenian™.Thus, Nikol Pashinian has once again posed the
essentially ultimatum question "either the CSTO fights for Armenia against Azerbaijan, or it starts
the break-up of the organisation from within".It is no coincidence that the "SVR General" telegram
channel published interesting insider information after the CSTO summit in Yerevan, from which
it follows that Russian President VVladimir Putin, who participated in the Yerevan meeting of heads
of CSTO member states, set a task to keep this military bloc in a formal form at least until
November 2023. That was the request the Russian president made to Kazakh President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev and Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan. Vladimir Putin asked the Kazakh
and Armenian leaders not to suspend their membership in the CSTO until November next year.
Tokayev promised to "consider"” and "take into account” Putin's requests, while Pashinyan left the
Russian president's requests unanswered.

Meanwhile, the CSTO summit in Yerevan was one of the most difficult political events for
Putin in 2022. The Kremlin is well aware of the desire of the leaders of Kazakhstan and Armenia
to leave the CSTO - the sooner the better. All the more so since Russia's "allies” in the CSTO are
beginning to understand the inevitability of Russia's defeat in the war in Ukraine, which
automatically puts an end to any prospects for the organisation's existence. All the more so since
the CSTO summit coincided with the European Parliament resolution recognizing Russia as a state
sponsor of terrorism, and few want to be in the same organization as a state with such a dubious
status.At least, apart from Armenia, other countries are not forcing the collapse of the CSTO from



within and are not rigidly raising the issue of satisfying their claims to their neighbours by
threatening to withdraw from the organisation. This issue is being raised more and more loudly in
Armenia, where thousands of anti-Russian demonstrations demanding Armenia's withdrawal from
the CSTO are clearly being organised at Pashinyan's instigation.It is clear that Pashinyan's
government is not trying to accelerate "reconciliation™ with its neighbours by kicking Russia and
the CSTO out of the South Caucasus. On the contrary, Armenia wants to draw "new external
forces™ into the conflict. In fact, Pashinyan is working to replace the Russian military presence in
the region with France, which is extremely dangerous for regional stability, since France is already
creating artificial "zones of tension™ in the Near and Middle East, and would not benefit from a
quick peace deal and unblocking of communications in the region. More and more, there are signs
that Yerevan realises that this is a unique opportunity for its state to make peace with Azerbaijan,
recognise its internationally recognised borders and ensure peaceful coexistence with its
neighbours. Although the revanchists are opposed to such a peace, history may not provide a
second such chance.On 16 November 2022, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan announced that
Armenia had proposed signing a framework peace agreement with Azerbaijan. It is likely that the
"groundwork for the agreement” to be concluded on Georgian territory is being prepared by a
delegation led by the speaker of the Armenian parliament, Alain Simonyan, currently on a three-
day visit to Thilisi. Preparation of the agreement with Azerbaijan and Georgia as mediator is one
of the main topics of the visit.

MPs from the ruling parliamentary faction Civic Agreement openly speak of the possibility of
signing a peace treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan on the territory of Georgia. MP from the
ruling faction Gevorg Papoyan said that the place of signing of the peace treaty is a technical
issue. "Whether the treaty will be signed in Thbilisi, Moscow, Washington, Brussels, Tehran is of
secondary importance. What is important is whether a treaty will be signed in principle, and that
depends first and foremost on Azerbaijan," he said. Faction Secretary Artur Hovhannisyan noted
at a parliamentary briefing that different scenarios are possible. According to him, the process will
show on what platform, in what format, within what timeframe and with what content the peace
agreement will be signed.”By and large, there are no exceptions for us. Experience shows that we
have rather warm relations with our Western colleagues, strategic partner Russia, Iran and Georgia.
Hence, with the assistance of all our colleagues, we should move forward, and time will tell the
rest," said Artur Hovhannisyan.

Interestingly, it is mainly outside forces that are trying to prevent the conclusion of the peace
treaty that Armenia so desperately needs. First and foremost, France, where the Senate has raised
the issue of "Artsakh™ in its absolutely non-binding resolutions. A move to throw the Armenian
society off the only path that can save their nation - the conclusion of a peace treaty.

However, the Armenian people realise that the divisive Parisians are far away. For France,
Armenia is no more important than its former African colonies, which it continues to exploit with
nothing but instability in return. Thilisi, where peace may be concluded, is not far away, not to
mention the fact that Armenia has lived all these years not thanks to France but thanks to Georgia
and its "window on the outside world".

Conflict of Interest



At the beginning of October world events unfolded in a kaleidoscope, behind which it is difficult
to trace a single logic at a glance. On October 6, 2022 in Prague, the leaders of Azerbaijan and
Armenia not only met, mediated by European leaders, but also made historic statements about the
conclusion in the near future of a peace treaty on the basis of recognition of the inviolability of
borders and territorial integrity of each other. This means that the Zangezur corridor, which is of
paramount geopolitical importance, will become operational in the near future.

In contrast to the Prague meeting, the visit of Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev to Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in St. Petersburg on October 7, 2022, who was celebrating his
70th birthday on that day, was almost without special attention. Although here again the
Azerbaijani and Armenian leaders found themselves sitting at the same table with the Russian
president and the leaders of most other CIS countries, no special announcements were made. It
became clear that Russia was finally ceding the role of 'chief moderator' of a settlement in the
South Caucasus to the European Union and Turkey.But the most interesting events began on
October 8, 2022, with the explosion on the Crimean bridge, which was symbolically important to
the Kremlin and from the morning of October 10, 2022 another missile attack by Russia against
Ukraine began. Certain forces clearly began to re-spin the flywheel of war, using as an excuse the
sabotage of the Crimean bridge, as a site of local but important logistical infrastructure for Russia,
especially to ensure aggression in Ukraine.The result is somewhat symbolic - Russia's geopolitical
opponents are rolling back the Zangezur corridor, while Russia cannot ensure the security of even
the only bridge to the occupied Crimea, which until recently was a source of pride for the Kremlin
and the construction site of the century. There is a very skilful direction behind all these events.

One of the "interested parties” manifested itself both in the issue of trans-Eurasian corridors and
in the issue of the war in Ukraine in a very unexpected way. But for some reason no one paid much
attention to this manifestation.After the explosion on the Crimean bridge, former Interior Minister
of Ukraine Arsen Avakov, who has long been forgotten, appeared in his telegram channel and
reminded that he "predicted” this explosion in his recent interview posted on October 6, 2022 and
even indicated its approximate timing (within three days). It can hardly be explained by mere
‘bluster' of the former politician of ‘first importance' in Ukraine who headed the Ministry of Internal
Affairs for over 7 years.

But we must remember that Arsen Avakov is a direct protége of the Vatican in Ukraine. And it
was he who at one time introduced the current President of Ukraine Zelensky to the Pope.The most
interesting thing is that on October 8-9, it was Avakov's compatriots, who unexpectedly "forgot™
about "Artsakh", the Zangezur corridor and "genocide” in Russia, who called for "retaliatory
strikes" for the Crimean bridge the most.Also on the eve of Russian missile strikes on Ukraine on
October 10, 2002. "tipped" to the future by propagandists near Kremlin (including those working
for the Armenian lobby). They, without any official investigative data, began "churning out on the
networks" on the evening of 9 October the alleged "details of the organization of the bombing of
the Crimean bridge.

According to this information, two heavy goods vehicles were allegedly involved in the Crimean
bridge operation. The delivery scheme was as follows: the cargo in which explosives were
allegedly placed arrived by sea at the Georgian port of Poti from Bulgaria. From Poti, the truck
travelled to Armenia, where the cargo was cleared according to customs union rules - and it was
emphasised that this was a typical, non-suspicious route of those travelling to Russia. The vehicle
then re-entered Georgia and from there entered the Russian Federation via the Upper Lars border



crossing to Armavir, where the pallets were reloaded onto another truck, which headed towards
Crimea.

That is, some representatives of the "most ancient nation™ appeared to know in advance when
the undermining of the Crimean bridge would be organized (and not some, but those closer to the
Vatican than the President of Ukraine), while others were also quick to "investigate" it. They also
hinted directly at the same "military corridor” through Georgia to Armenia, which they said the
Russian Federation had to build for its own security.

Clearly, it is unlikely that the Vatican security services themselves organised the bombing of
the Crimean bridge. But Avakov's words are a clear hint that the Pope not only knew what was
going to happen, but also shared the information with his protégé in Ukraine, who had been
prudently "benched" on the eve of the war.

The Vatican has a clear interest in the Zangezur corridor. This can be seen with the naked eye,

taking into account the recent visit of Pope Francis to Kazakhstan, one of the key countries on the
trans-Asian transit routes, which also has a vested interest in the functioning of that corridor.
The Vatican's interest in Kazakhstan earlier this year in the article "What is the Armenian
contingent doing in Kazakhstan? In September 2022, Pope Francis not only spoke at the congress
of representatives of world religions in the Kazakh capital, Nur-Sultan, but as the "future host" he
began to recommend Kazakhs how to live their lives, although the share of the Pope's own subjects,
Catholics, in Kazakhstan is minuscule. Pope Francis in his speech almost demanded to
"democratize™ Kazakhstan, to strengthen the role of Parliament with local authorities there. If to
translate it on a human language, this ideologist of globalism demanded quickly to break
Kazakhstan on appanage principalities, each of which would be governed from the outside, over
Astana.

Undoubtedly, weakening of Russia's influence in Central Asia today is beneficial for the
Vatican, and so far it "situationally supports" aspirations of Kazakhstan to cooperate with Turkic
countries, with Turkey and Azerbaijan, and in fact it supports opening of Zangezur corridor (not
accidentally so promoted the current peace process between Baku and Yerevan by Macron and
Charles Michel, politicians close to the Vatican). But it is obvious that the Pope and his Jesuit
order have "far-reaching plans" with respect to Kazakhstan, which are hardly in the interests of the
Kazakh people. As well as Russian Federation has "far-reaching plans" regarding South Caucasus,
where a variant of new Russian aggression against Georgia and break through "military corridor"
in aid to Armenian revenge-seekers is also being worked out.

Interestingly, the further away, the more often the head of the Vatican makes statements that are
considered "pro-Russian” even in Ukraine. On the eve of the current aggravation, Pope Francis
commented on the situation in Ukraine at a meeting with his fellow Jesuits in the capital of
Kazakhstan and said it was about “"world war". Later, Pope Francis, while formally condemning
Russia's new annexation of Ukrainian territories, sent an appeal to the Ukrainian president "to be
open to serious peace proposals”. In other words, to agree in fact to the annexation of part of the
Ukrainian territories, knowing full well that Ukraine will not go along with it.

Since the Armenian project has long been “tame" for the Vatican, the militant hysteria stirred
up by the Armenian lobby in Russia against the background of the Pope's "peace-loving"
statements raises more questions than answers.

Recently it became known that Taco LLC, based in Armenia, has been included in a new list
of organisations that are under US sanctions against Russia. The list of sanctioned companies has
been published on the website of the US Treasury Department.



As reported, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the US Department of the
Treasury has expanded the list of individuals and companies subject to anti-Russian sanctions in
connection with the so-called "referenda” on joining the Russian Federation in Donetsk, Luhansk,
Zaporizhzhya and Kherson regions and the subsequent attempt to annex these Ukrainian regions.
The sanctions list also includes Taco LLC, an Armenian partner of Russia's Radioavtomatika LLC
(a supplier of electronic component base used in Russian weapons systems). According to the US
Ministry of Finance, Taco LLC was involved in importing electronic components for
Radioavtomatika LLC and organizing the procurement process in Armenia.

The sanctions against Armenian companies indicate that the US intends, despite all the
influence of the US Armenian lobby, to "shut down" all the channels for Russia to circumvent
Western sanctions, which were introduced after Russia's aggression against Ukraine. These
channels appeared to have worked successfully until recently precisely through Armenia, as
Russia's "ally" in the CSTO. Armenia has been particularly important in obtaining high-tech
military and dual-use products from Russia to circumvent sanctions.

Some Armenian media outlets have recently written rapturously that following Russia's
aggression against Ukraine, the imposition of sanctions against Russia and the mass relocation of
a large number of IT specialists (sometimes together with their firms) to Armenia, Yerevan is
becoming a "silicone valley". Many Russian IT companies working for the Western market have
moved here from the Russian Federation. But they are not the only ones interested in Armenia.

Seizing advantage of the Armenian jurisdiction's unproblematic access to Western markets,
Russia's security services very quickly established a channel through Armenia to "bypass"
sanctions and deliver high-tech dual-use developments to Russia. This has become critical for the
Russian army and Russian military-industrial complex, as sanctions have transformed many types
of weapons produced in Russia into "iron and bolts" of little use in modern warfare. Almost all of
Russia's electronics, guidance and navigation systems were manufactured using imported
components or foreign designs. As a result, Russia is now forced to waste "old" stocks of missiles
in the war against Ukraine, being unable to produce new ones.

However, the Armenian lobby was and still is helping the Kremlin to circumvent sanctions.
This is not always done in an open manner, but sometimes it is simply done under the guise of
"Armenian patriotism". The same Ruben Vardanyan, who recently formally renounced Russian
citizenship and moved via Yerevan to Azerbaijani territory in the zone of responsibility of Russian
peacekeepers in Karabakh, is known as one of the main organisers of the Skolkovo project. The
Skolkovo Innovation Centre (often described as "Russia’s Silicon Valley" at the time of its launch
in 2010-2011) positions itself as a modern scientific and technological innovation complex for the
development and commercialisation of new technologies.

Initially, the Russian authorities in Skolkovo intended to establish a Russian equivalent of the US
Silicon Valley, located in California, where numerous high-tech enterprises and software
developers (including those for military purposes) are concentrated. By the way, California
(particularly Los Angeles and its suburbs) has the highest concentration of Armenian population
in the USA; many successful Armenian businessmen from this Diaspora are linked to the
enterprises of Silicon Valley. Therefore, it is not surprising that representatives of the Armenian
diaspora in Russia were also involved in Russia's Silicon Valley, trying to replicate the success of
their compatriots in the US by analogy.

The predecessor of the Skolkovo Innovation Centre, on which the Russian state pinned great
hopes for a 'breakthrough in cutting-edge technology', was the Skolkovo Business School, which



appeared earlier in 2006 and was co-founded and organised by Ruben Vartanyan, a Russian
billionaire of Armenian origin. He was also one of the initiators of the Skolkovo Innovation
Centre. The efficiency of investment in the Skolkovo project was extremely low and there has not
been any particular "breakthrough research™ there in recent years, according to available
information. Those involved in the Skolkovo project, the same Ruben Vardanian, got rich from
the state budget financing.

Some things were done within the framework of the Skolkovo project. In particular, through
some of its structures technological and innovative innovations from the West were borrowed (and
possibly even stolen) for their further implementation in enterprises of the Russian military-
industrial complex. There is no doubt that representatives of the Armenian diaspora in Russia and
in the West, including the United States, were involved in this process.

Structures associated with Ruben Vartanyan and other representatives of the Armenian
diaspora in Russia legally or illegally purchased or "obtained" foreign military or "dual-use"
developments and transferred them to research institutes and enterprises of the Russian military-
industrial complex. And the military-industrial complex integrated these developments for their
use in Russian weapons systems. It is clear that all this was done in the dark, under the guise of
the Skolkovo Innovation Center and other structures. But there is no doubt that Ruben Vardanian
is linked to the Russian secret services and was involved in the very process of supplying state-of-
the-art foreign developments for the needs of the Russian military-industrial complex.

Vardanyan apparently continues to do the same while being in the zone of responsibility of
Russian peacekeepers in Karabakh. He is still very much in the public eye for bringing high-tech
specialists "to Armenia and 'Artsakh’ to 'share scientific experience™.

Vardanian's current mission in Karabakh is most likely not only to support separatism and
revanchists, but also to organise the very channel for circumventing sanctions through Armenia.
Through these channels the Russian Federation can receive much needed high-tech military
developments and imported components for weapons systems.A "cover" for these channels is also
ties with the Western Armenian diaspora. Here, too, it appears that the "most ancient nation™
performs its functions as "double agents" in both directions.

The Armenian "fifth column" works in Russia for the US interests. But there is also a "reverse
process”, with quite exotic scandals erupting here from time to time. In particular, Jamie Lee
Henry, a retired transgender soldier (a former woman "converted" into a man), his wife and former
military doctor and professional anesthesiologist Anna Gabrielyan were recently prosecuted in the
US. They intended to transfer to Russia personal medical information of US servicemen, to which
they had official access. Understandably, the case is insignificant in the scale of the geopolitical
confrontation between the US and Russia, but it is very revealing. There is no doubt that other
much more important information is being illegally transferred to the Russian Federation through
Yerevan and the Armenian diaspora in the US.

The Armenian channel of espionage, circumvention of sanctions and smuggling components for
Russian weapons to Russia has been in full swing for almost eight months since Russia's
aggression against Ukraine. But it seems that the US State Department, which has recently been
actively "grooming" the regime in Yerevan for the ultimate "geopolitical screw-up" of Russia, has
decided to shut down this channel. And this happens just after U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
arrived in Yerevan and made her theatrical tears at the "genocide™ memorial.
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I'ypam MapxyJus

JokTop ucropuu, accouuupoBanubiii npogeccop Cyxymckoro I'ocyrapcTrBeHHOro
Yuusepcurera (I'py3us)

Kapa6ax B reonosiutuke BeAyumux cTpaH
Pe3ome

Cenar ®panuuum 15 Hoa6ps 2022 1. npuHsAT aHTHa3epOallPKAHCKYIO PE30IOLHIO,
MO/IJIEP’KUBAIOIIYIO CEMapaTu3M, B KOTOPOH COJIEPIKUTCS MPU3bIB K IMPABUTEILCTBY MPE3UIECHTA
OMmMmaHy>1s1 MakpoHa BBECTH CaHKLIMHU NPOTUB AszepOaiiikaHa. JIOKyMEHT Takke MpPU3bIBAET
baky otBectn cBom Boiicka u3 paifona JlaumHckoro xkopuuopa (T.e. € COOCTBEHHOU
MEXyHApOAHO-TIPU3HAHHOM TeppuUTOpHH!) M C NMPUTPAHUYHBIX PaAOHOB, IZle HE ObUIO Jaxe
JeMapKallud W JEIUMHUTAlUKA, W KOTOpbIE IMOYEMY-TO (PaHIy3CKMUM CEHaTOM CUHTAIOTCS
«repputopueit ApMeHun». X0Ts, s TOro, 4YToObl ONPEAECTUTHCS, I/Ie «TEPPUTOPHUST APMEHUNY,
a rJe HeT, BOOOIe TO HYKHO 3aKJIIIOYUTh MHUPHOE COIJIAlIEeHHE M MPOBECTH JeMapKalHuio U
JEIMMUTALUIO TPAaHULIBL, UTO U Kak pa3 TopMo3uT EpeBan.OgHako, camoe onacHoe To, uto CeHar
@paHIUMM BHOBb, CBOEH IPOBOKALMOHHOW PE30NIOLHEH, IMOJAHMMAET BOIPOC O CO3JIaHUU Ha
azepOailJUKaHCKON  TEPPUTOPUM  CEMapaTUCTCKOrO  TICEBJIOTOCYNApCTBA M «CO3JaHHUU
T'YMAaHUTapHOTO oduca B Haropuom Kapabaxe».
Pemenne Cenara ®@panuuu ObeT HE TONBKO MO AzepOaiijkaHy, HO U 1o ['py3uu, mo ¢axry,
MIPEMSTCTBYSl BOCCTAHOBJICHUIO TEPPUTOPUAIBHOM 1IEIOCTHOCTH CTpaHbl. Benb He cekper, 4To
cemapatusM B Camauabio u AOxa3uM B3aMMOCBSI3aH C CeMapaTu3MOM T.H. «aplaxay.
CamomnpoBo3srmamennas  T.H.  «Haropno-Kapabaxckas  Pecnyonmuka (HKP) mnpusnana
«HEe3aBUCUMOCTL» AOxa3uu u T.H. «tOxH0i#t OceTnny, 34000 10 Toro, kak 3to B 2008 r. caenana
Poccus, okkynupoBaBuieit 3Tu peruons! ['py3un.@paniys, BBUAY SIBHOTO OCIabIeHUs MO3ULIUN
P®, BBs3aBuIclicd B BOGHHYIO aBaHTIOPY C arpeccueil IpoTUB YKpauHbl, J€JacT 3asiBKy Ha TO,
yTOOBI 3aMeHUTh POCCHIO B KauecTBe «rJIaBHOTO CIIOHCOpay cenapatusma Ha FOxxaom Kaskaze. U



9TO YPE3BBIYANHO OINACHO, IIOCKOJIBKY M3 MCTOPUM M3BECTHO, YTO Tyha, Kyna dpaHuus ne3er ¢
MIOAJEPIKKOM cenapaTU3Ma, HAUMHAKOTCS KPOBAaBbIe BOMHBI C MIJIJIMOHAMH KEPTB.

CpenunHbIi KOpuaop» - MapumpyT yepe3 Kacrmii, Azepbaiimkan, I'pyzuto u Typuuio B
EBpony xparualllimii MapiipyT, U CTPaHbI, PacIOJIOKEHHBIE BJOJIb HETO, MU3HAYAIBHO HMMENH
KOJIOCCAJIbHBIE NEPCIEKTUBBI Ui CYBEPEHHOTO pa3BUTHUSA. CerofHs HOBBIN TpaHC €Bpa3suHCKU
Mapupyt s TpaH3uTa toBapoB u3 Kwutas B EBpomy uepe3 HOxubiii KaBka3 okazaics
BOCTPEOOBAHHBIM [UIsl MUPOBOM SKOHOMMKU W IIOHUMAHHUE MEPCIEKTHB U Ba)KHOCTU 3TOTO
MaplIpyTa yBEIUYMBACTCA B TI'E€OMETPUUYECKOM mporpeccu. Kak M CI0XHOCTH TOTalIbHOIO
KOHTpPOJISL HaJl 3TUM MapLIPyTOM, JJaXKe CO CTOPOHBI CBEPXAEpKaB, IPETCHAYIOINUX HA MUPOBYIO
reremMoHuto.K coxxanenuto, no mytu cienoBaHusi «CpeaMHHOTO KOPUAOpa» ObUIM 3aJI0KEHBI
«MMHBD) OIPEIEICHHBIMU CWJIAMM B BHJIE CENAPaTUCTCKUX IIPOEKTOB — <«@pLAXCKOIo»,
a0Xxa3cKOro M IXHMBAIbCKOIO U T.A. ECTh MOMBITKM pa3keub HOBBIE CENapaTHbIC U JIOKAJIbHBIE
BOMHBIL.B npuHIMne, cenapatucTCKue NpOeKThl, ¢ NEPEKPOUKON I'PAHHULL, MBITAIUCH 3aIlyCTUTh U
B KOHEYHOM MTOre 3alyCTWIM M B JPYIHMX YacTAX IOCTCOBETCKOIO ITPOCTPAHCTBA
(ITpunnecrposne, Kpbim, lonbacc). Ho B Hauane 90-Xx ronoB mpouuioro Beka HauOoblas
«IUTOTHOCTBY» CEMapaTUCTCKUX MPOEKTOB U MX HAaUOOJIbLIAs «KPOBABOCTH» ObLIM OpraHU30BaHbI
uMeHHo Ha IOxnHom KaBkaze, Ha Tepputopun AsepOaiimkana u ['pysuu. ApMmsHckue
HAIlMOHAJIUCTBI, BBIIOJHSS BHEIIHUE «3aKa3bl» [0 AeCTaOMIM3allMM PErMoHa IpH JIHOOBIX
yCTynKax OyayT NMpeTeHJ0BaTh HAa HOBbIE M HOBbIE TeppUTOpHM coceneil. He rosops yxe o
pa3KUraHud MMM HOBBIX CENapaTUCTCKUX KOH(MIMKTOB. Benp HUM U1 KOro HE CEKpeT, 4To
a0xa3CcKuil, MPHUIHECTPOBCKUN CETapaTUCTCKUE IMPOEKTHI, Ja W CelmapaTu3M Ha YKPAaHHCKOM
JloHOacce akTHBHEE BCEro MOAEP)KUBAIO apMsHCKoe 10001 B PO.

Y BartukaHa ecTh SBHBI HHTEpec K 3aHre3ypckomMy KOpUIOpy. OTO BHIHO
HEBOOPYKEHHBIM I71a30M, YUUTHIBas HEJaBHUN BU3UT pUMcKoro namnsl @pannucka B Kazaxcras,
B OJIHY M3 KJIIOYEBBIX CTPAaH Ha TPAHCA3MATCKUX TPAH3UTHBIX NIYTAX, KOTOpas TOXKE KPOBHO
3aMHTepecoBaHa B (DYHKLIMOHUPOBAHUM 3TOro Kopuaopa. B centsbpe 2022 r. pumckuii nmamna
@paHIUCK HE TOJIBKO BBICTYIIMJI Ha ChE3JE€ INPEACTABUTEIECH MHUPOBBIX PEIUTHMN B CTOJIHIE
Kazaxcrane B Hyp-CynTane, HO Kak «OyayImuii X03sUH» CTal peKOMEH/10BaTh Ka3axaM Kak >KUTb
JaNble, XOTs 10151 COOCTBEHHO MOJIaHHBIX PUMCKOTO Mallbl, KaTOJIMKOB, B Kazaxcrane musepHas.
[Tama ®dpaHUUCK B CBOEM BBICTYIUIEHMH IHOYTH MOTpebOBaN «IeMokpaTuzanun» KazaxcraHa,
YCWJIEHHSI TaM pOJIM IapJaMeHTa C MECTHBIMH BIACTAMU BKyle. Eciau mepeBecT 3TO Ha
YeJIOBEYECKHM A3bIK, TO JaHHBINA MJIE0JI0T Iiio0ann3Ma notpedoai nockopee 1poouts Kazaxcran
Ha YJEJIbHbIE KHSKECTBA, KAXKJO€ M3 KOTOPBIX YINpPaBIsUIOCH Obl M3BHE, NOBEPX ACTaHBI.
besycnoBHo ocnabnenue Biausaus PO B LlenTpanbHoil A3uu ceroans BeIroHo Batukany, u moka
YTO OH «CHTYaTHMBHO IOJJIEPKUBAET» CTpEeMIIEHHE TOro xe Ka3axcraHa K COTpyIHHMYECTBY C
TIOPKCKUMH cTpaHamu, ¢ Typuueit u AsepOaiipkaHoM, U 1O (aKTy BBICTYNaeT 3a OTKpPbITHE
3aHre3ypckoro Kopuaopa (He ciiydailHO Tak CIOCOOCTBOBAJIM HBIHEIIHEMY MHUPHOMY MpOLECCY
Mmexay baky u EpeBanom 6nuskue k Barukany nonutuku Makpos u Hlapias Mumens). Ho BuanHo,
YTO Yy PUMCKOrO HaIlbl U €ro OpJi€Ha HME3yWTOB B OTHOWIEHMHM Ka3axcTraHa «aneko uaymlime
IUIaHb», KOTOPBIE BPSA JM COOTBETCTBYIOT MHTEpecaM Kas3axckoro Hapoaa. Kak m «maneko
unymue miansy y PO B otHomenun IOxHoro KaBkasza, rae BapuaHT HOBOM POCCHUHCKOM
arpeccud NpoTuB ['py3un U mNpoOUTHE «BOEHHOTO KOPHUAOPa» B IOMOIIb APMSIHCKUM
peBaHIIMCTaM TaKkke MpopadaTeiBaeTcs. MIHTepecHo, uTo YeM Jajblile, TeM Jaille riaBa Batukana
JIeNIaeT 3asBJIICHUS, KOTOpPbIE AaK€ B YKpaWHE CUMTAIOT «mpopoccuiickuMmy». Haxanyne
HbIHEIIHero o0ocTpenus nana Pumckuit @pannuck B cronuie Kazaxcrana Ha BCTpeye ¢ CBOUMU
coOpaThsIMH HE3yHTaMU MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJ CUTYAllMIO0 B YKpauHe U 3asBWJ, YTO pedb UJAET O



«vupoBoii BoiHe». [To3aHee mama Pumckuit @paHIuck, GopManbHO OCYIUB HOBYIO aHHEKCHIO
Poccueil ykpauHCKUX TEppUTOPUI, HAlIPaBUII IPU3BIB K MPE3UEHTY Y KParHbI «OBbITh OTKPBITHIM
K Cephe3HBIM MHUPHBIM NpeIokKeHUsIM». T.e. mMo (aKkTy COriacuThCs C AHHEKCHEH 4YacTh
YKPauHCKUX TEPPUTOPH, MPEKPACHO MOHMMAsA, 4TO YKpauHa Ha 3T0 He nouaet.llockonbky
ApPMSIHCKUI TIPOEKT JABHO SIBISICTCS «PYIHBIMY U1 BaTrkaHay, TO HarHeTaHUE apMSHCKIM JIOOOU
B PO BoMHCTBEHHOU HCTEpUH HA (POHE «MHUPOIIOOUBBIXY 3asBICHUN PUMCKOTO Marbl BbI3bIBACT
00JIbIIIe BOIIPOCOB, YEM OTBETOB.



