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OeoS8rapblc 3cope o!" 1be loponyw “Abkbazia”
baz been cban8Tt§ lor cenllnes. Porewn 3ources
Tenionec! kr3! ~e3”ern Oeor§la vrcler 1blz nate ané
l1aler 1 ey relerrec! 1o 1be \ybole comnlry. The {errkory
ol moclern Abkbazia msecllo coy . r {be Abkbar clucby
(3aen3la\o). {be T3kburw ckioby ancl a pall ol 1bke
Oc)18b! (ucy T 1be Ludecl KT8cloT olOeor8ia. A3 a
reamk oldisinCeSraiion oM <3eor&a 1 1bc 151b celllury
curren! *errkoty ol Abkbaxia Kr3! belonSecl {o 1be
kT8cloT ollTereli, 1Hen {be Ocl3bl Pnnclpalky ancl
bler I'rot 1bc 17l c. Kk becaTte a par! o[{be Abkbarian
PrinclpaHly. Tbwus, 1be TecHeyal Ceor§lan cukwura!
cer/lers ex131:78 on 1be {errkory ol {be Slnlonotouns
KepubWc ol ibkbana on§tally bclorkecl Mr3l{o {be
OcW3bl clucby (3aens{ayo) anc! lafer kK becate a parl ol
{be OcHsbl Princlpalky. Tke3e cukural anc! eclncaftonal
cenlers baye lein wiieHble Tark T {be bl3{ory ol
3pkkmal cleyelopten{ ol {be Oeor8§ian popwulafton.

N1{be currcn! 3{a8e ol {be 3LLkly ol {be <3eor8:an
cukural berka8e, nwuteroms anc! cbyerse Taf{enal
cukure ol Abkkazian re§ton conlc! be Senerally dilclecl
T{o lour basto §romps: |. Arcbkec{ural MonuTten{s;
Il. Monutenl3 ol Anclen{ AMrkTS§; Ill. Kell§oun3
keT3; IV. Ma{enal oblatec! I'roT ArcbaeoloS§toal
rxcanaiions;

The 8lyen classllica{ton 13 conclkional akbou8b
a! presen{ k aclllaly rellecl3 30Te 8Serneral knaSe ol
Ta{enal cukure TonunTelll3 ol Abkba2la.[1]

CiYilanc! larSe clencal lewiial nobles, elc.

W 18 \yell-knolyn 1bal anclenl arcbkecllre 18 a
8oocl rekec”™on ol 1lto creal;lye polennal ol nallOral
cukure. Kallrally, K 18 no* KTKeé only nywbin onyn
boréers buliu al3o 3ub3isis on {be lopto3 'roT onl8icle
worbl. Borro\Yin§ lNorei8n cukure experlence \ykbounl
lak1n§ 1nlll COm3léeral:10n pawan lraclkioon3 can LU
1mo Tere supericlal 1T 1faHon. Tbe 3ecurec! Tecllelal
TonuTenl:8 on Le lerrkory ol JIukOnotons Kepublic
ol Abkbarla \Yiib reiineé pa8an [ort3 ané élyerse
cecorauYe coTponen”3 are cu3ril8msbect aton§
arclHleclmral TonuTen3 ol Ceor8ia. Tke oklesl
pa8an reM8ioms Tonwnenl3 ol 1ke re§ion are ckurcbes
ancl Tonasiic coTplexes ol Blcbylnla, Becka, MoKy,
Mon, blkbT, Orancla, Oa8ra, Bripi, T3eHkan, Ouclaya,
basbkenéar: elc.[2]. One can a33nTte 1bal Abkbaz:a,
Vke o'ber re§ion3 ol Oeor8ia, abourcls \ykk CHrisiian
cburcb bullclings ol cklTeren! purpose.

ProTt 1be Tonuten!s ol 3ecular purpose bolb
ancen: retnalld3 ol [ornlcavon con3cruciions vsecl
lor clelerze, ke Tonre3ses. cllaclels. \yal:cbl:o\yerS,
bricl8es, elc. anc! pakces arc! comslrucllons ol large
lenwclal noble3 baye arylYecl. AKKOMSK, MOLLACKY3,
T03C ol (MNe3e Tonutenl:3 are fomcl T 1be lorT ol
rnT3, lbey baye preseryecl 1bek bBlorlcal yalve arc!
31l afirac! anc! iTpress Yiewers.

Por Tany cellinaves 1be 103! 3wwkcark vincwon
ol nelense al 1be nolibxyes! boréer ol Oeor8la \yere

I Arcbkec(nral MonuTen(8 represen*{be togferfortec! by Anakopia Pollress, Ba8raii lo/lress

nuterons urovp ol {be Abkbarlan Ta{enal cukure
anc] 1bek nutber 13approxrwcYy oyer one lurclrecl
1n 3pke ol {ke Tac{ 1bal T03{ ol {be3e TOonuTeEnN{s
appear 1o be clatacecl loclay rley baye {bek o\\n
bislory ol cle\elopTteT. Tbe arcbkecllra! bwblT83
T LW cotpo3e 1\o Tox1 nuTteroms 3ubS§rovps
ol Talenal cukure ol Abkbazia: a) MonuTtenls ol
cburcb arcbkecllre; b) Tonun e 3 ol 3ecular purpose.
Monaslic coTplexes, calbeclral8, 3stall cburcbes anc!
letples belon§ 1o 1be IMr3! 8rowmp; 1be 3econc! 8roup
nnue3 lonresses. brl(38es, \\alclmolyers. palace3 ol

al sokbuTiy, 8okbutl AcropoHs, Kelasurl Barrzer,
loflresses ol Bripl, Oa8ra, Anukbyi, Kocslon, bic12aYyl,
Cbkbaka, ATlkeH, Kkasbupse, K'k3blsHL. B icbyinza,
Aran'a, Koéon, Owur|3bl, bikbnl ané s ai1atasbia, elc.
Tkeil nuTber exceecls 110 T 1be curren! ierri(ory ol
Abkbazia.

ATon8 3ecular ané clerlcal palaces ol lar8e
leclal nobles (be rut3 ol palaces T blkbu,
MerkbenH, Becka, Annkby: arcl T3ebebla 3bonl/1 be
c311Meuni8becl. They belon8ecllo Meméal Matlles ol 1be
3baryasbWre, Marsbanla, 2byan!scl2e ancl BasLlicke.
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One ol LLle onblanc!T§ ancner* bnc!8e8 ol Oeor§ia
15 We Tatan Bnc!8e near 8okbuww mpon Lle Besle
nyer. Tbl3 lypc o*bnc”e3 15cbarac™ensiic Moe Oeor§la
T LWe 101b, 1111 1211, 131b ceniiwes, ané Lley baye
retatec! T Karll, Acdara, 8anin5kbe-ayakbe(l
re§wons anc! 1o blsloncal Tao-tOauein. The bnclue 18
nwuype Tor 1be olc! Asonayrnb T3cnpiion on 15arch
Ll TenMons Le 5L kT§ o!' Le On/lec! Oeor§ia,
KT8 Ba8ral Il Ba8ra(tobl (978-1014). Oe3pbe (bl3
T3cnpWon, local people call(bl3 bncl8e by 1be naTte
olle Ceor8lan uueen- KT§ TaTtar (1184-1213).

1. MonwuTtenls o! Anuen!; YYrlln» Take
one ol e To3( nuteron5 8romp T cunliflral berkaSe
ol" Abkbarla, 1ba! lNor b3 parl 18 subcliv Iddad 710 11yo
8roup3: 1. Epwrapblc Monuteriis, 2. Manuscnpl:8
(\yniien on 30i Talenal); 3. TYwrisraiic Talenal
\\ |1b preseryec! T3cnpl:ton5.[3].

1.Epl8rapblc TonwuTeT3 are preserec! by
lapklary 3cnpls3 (cleep caryT83 on Lle 3lones),
eTbo881r1§ on icons, Crosses, arcl
yanou3s eccleslas{ioal beT3) anc! 'mesco patl:783. \We
coTe acro85 ep)8rapblc TonnTenl5, T3cnplions T
Oeor8lan, Oreek, baiin ancl Onotan (7 Lle Arablc
alpbabel). Aton8 Ller are oyer 100 Oeor§lan
T3cnplons [4]. There are Tore Llan Lrly Oreek
T3cnpiion3 [5]. Accorclt§ {o Kb.BSbarbba, Lllere
are 5x OwoTan T3cnpion3p6] ancl Llree balln
T3cnpions. The cbronolo8y ol Oeor§ian T3cnpiions
ol bkl:oncal 318nLlicance belong3 lo [He 8LU amcl 9LL
ceniiTes. Creek T3cnpions are Tatly roT Le 91b
c., allllon8b \\e coTe acro85 Oreek §ralllii ol LLle 11LLI
c. a3 \yell Especlally Anakopla Poriie3s 18 ncb \ykb
Creek T3cnpiions.

Oiiotan Turblsb T3cnpiion3 Tatly belon§ (o
Llle 16-18LL cenllne3 anc! accorclrww [o lalesl researcb
LLlen-nuTber 18 3eyen; \ye al80 baye 1oTb epbapb3 ol
3eyeral Abkbazian nobleten olle 191b c. Accorcbng
[o We Abkba2ian 118w3l Kb. B§barbba 1be OiioTan
Turblsb \yrkT8§ on Lle {errkory o!4Abkbaria coul
no! §at 1 populanly acl Llese 1MBerlpllOMB can be
only ra8tenl:ary Ihacl in cerzain HOTb ep|lapb8 ol
8oTe 8raye3. Tbe OHoTtan Turklsb iBcripiiolB are
Tawly lTomcl T 8okbutl acl k3 YiCinby, abbon§b
we baye 13cnp”on3 in rbe yllla8es ol Tcbala (Tcblow)
anc! Jirkbya a3 \yell. Tbe ollles* OMotan Twurk1sb
wn3cripzrion inAbkba2ia 15lomncl T 1be epkapb ol 30Te
MebTec! (Ma( 13 c3ared! 1rot 1598. Mex! T3cnpllon
cbronolo§lcallyclalecllo 1785 15anepbapb ol MebTec!
Etln ancllbe bulicbn” T5CI1piion 0~ 3okbuT! lNoiiress
Tbn(l recenlly 1M 5Clenl:lllc 51méle5, lellin§ 1be 5lory

(w3CcnNprons
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0" 8okbutl lollress resloralion ol [be 18LL cetury.
Abboun8b a5 a res5ub ol 1be Knus5lan-Turkl15b Llar 1be
OwuoTan5 look alyay lbe 1ri5Cn'pron anc! Sayec! 1 1
8uban’5 palace 11 13lanbul,lbe 3T ar Mie Lbcrlpl:10n
\\a5 a§at lounc! by Abkbar arcbaeol08151:5 a* 8okburt
barl:resb.

I 3onk! be nolecl Lbar lo8el;ber yybb Llle
cenLmry 1M5cnpme)5 \\e abo baye 1\\o 191bc. OiioTan
IBCrIplldb ol Abkbazian nobleten. They are 1otb
epkapb5 olBarlal Be1 Mar5banla (P18.24) anc! Ha55an
Bel 8beryaSblcl2e (P18.25) (Kb.B8barbba. Prot 1be

npil5lory oM\Yniings o!"Abkbarla. TblL31, 1967). Tbus,
\ye can ob8erye 1bal T03( OWoTtan TonuTeT3 ol
ep|Srapby are presenlecl by loTb epbapb3s, 1bon8b
\ye baye a comple o!" 1MBCnpiion3 ol bw LT/ lype 1kal
rel'er KO 8okbLurn 1'orlress restora™om processes.

8oTe lbree Eann UBerlpll0iB are lowncl on 1be
1e1Tory ol Abk11a21a 1juil are clalecllo Le 2ncl ancl 3cl
ceninies. Tbe cbronolo8y ol" Oeor§ian T3cnpiions ol
b13loncal 318nLlcarice belon§8lo Lle 8-19LL ceniiilies.
Oreek 1M3cripiiolB are tatly o e 9 cenlury
allllon8b \\e I'tcl 30Te 11LU cenlury TonmnTteT3 ol
epl8rapby loo. OoTan T3cnplons are clalecl back 10
LLle 16-18LL ané 10LU ceTwnes anc! Ealin T3cnpiions
are clalecl back Lo lLle 2ncl ancl 3re! cenlurics.

ProT LUe Lree baiin t3cnplons on Llle Merrbory
ol"Abkba21a, one \ya3 cb3coyereclin LLle 903 ol LLle 1911
c. Wl te ulons e ETperor Hagnan (AO 117-138)
ancl bl3 serYicetan Playlms Arlane. Tbe T3cnpiion
1e113 13 LLle 31:0ry ol'bulicbn§ a Mo/1lLcaiion consiunc”™on
T 8okbutl 1nbhklecl by Playlmus Anane. K 13 a nyell-
kno\\n lacl Ukl a! bebesl o!-Lllle ETperor, PlaYlus
Arlane carnec! ol 1nspecvon inyentory olf KoTan
8arnson 1n Lle Koiib-Easlern Black 8ea re§ion.
Apar! 1rot Lle tyenl:ory, LLle KoTan 3eryteran also
resl:orecl casiies anc! olMresse3 T Trapesuncl, Ap3aros,
Pa2131 ané 8ebas3lopoH3. Tbe HJTr T3cripriolB ol
8okbwurT lolMress cletonsiiale (bl3 Macl ol 8ebaszlopoH3
loii bulcbn§ ancl repalr \York (Le 3T/ ar 1nscripiion
13kep! InTrabron 100). Tbe T3cnpVon belon§s 1o Lle
Il ceniiHy AB, 3pecXXcally 117-138 years.

Tbe 3zeconcl Eain 1mscrlpl:l0n \ya3 Towrcl T
Bicbyinza \\blcb «kra“tenC3 baye preseryec! Jusl
only Llree SrapbeTe3 “1e§’. Ma_lority ol researcbes
comslcler LWa! (bl3 T13cnplnon Tean! “1e§810n” or
“le8lonary”. n Tay be cla(eé a3 early a3 LLe Il cen(ny
A3, T paJltonkr 117-138 years.

The LW 1n3cnprion \Wa3 Fovnc! i1 2011 aunn§
LLle excaya(lon3 ol 8okbuww oMre33 ancl 11 Teniions
LLle Kotan ETperor Yalenanus. Tbe ETperor byec! 1
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(be I c. AO, T 253-260.1n1260 be \ya3 (aken pnsoner
by Peraans ancl cbec! T capKyky. Tbus, (be T3cnpkon
cla(e3 back 10 253-260.

1n accorcknce yKb (be con(en( o!7all (be (bree
w3cnp(on3 \ye can a33ute (ba( 8eba3(opok3 or
T3kkuniwu /gokbuww \ya3 a 3(ron§ poT( lor (be KoTan
ETtpke ol (be M-LU cen(une3 A3. KoTtan 8arnson \ya3
basec! (bere (ba( conckkonec! (be ETperor Hacblan’s
clecl8on (o0 consi8n bl3 3eryketan Anane PaMwus
(o seba3(opoH3 Tofiress lor orkiicakon opera(tons.
Eyen T (ke LU-1Y cen(une3 wken geba3(opok3 \ya3
uncler ka/aka kT§cloT KoTe 31!llrevatec! u8 TMkary
8arnsons (bere.

W 3konld be nolecl (Har TFortakon abowu( (be
TonuTen(3 ol Jlbkba/aan Ta(enal cukure \ya3 8alecl
by ca(bokc nk3stonanes, T par(tonlar, T (be nyorks
ol Tkeakne Tonks, Cn'sloloro Ca3(elk, Arckangelo
batberun ancl o(bers. Caslellr3 albut ancl batberi’s
e3say3 ‘T)escnp(ron ol 8aTe8rel0” Tcwcle 30Te
318wiican(atoun( otyalmable Tlortaiion abown( (bose
cburcbes anc! Tonas(enes acl eplscopal calbec!ral8
\yblcb Hane preseruec! (bek 1ragten(s or (bek par(3
ba\e been cle3(royec! or wrnec! T(0 rnTs.
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K||wclot) ol 1/ 8lb 1o 101/ ceniuries Wi
\\ere orclerec! by Abkkar k1n83 anc! Lleiwr nates
are Tenlionec! il bulAchl§ 1mcrlpl:10m8. Abowu! 20
epl8rapblc TonuTenl;3 anc! one bi3ioricai cbronicie-
“Tbe 8ola o' Abkbax Kin83” baye been preseryec!
1o presen! clays. AH ol (bew, excep! lor one Oreek
T3cnpion) are \yrLlen in olc Oeor8ian 3cnpl..[7].

K 18 retarkable 1bal T03! ol 1be 1mscrlpl;10ms
ol “Abkbar K1nés” are lounc! beyonc! (be boréers
ol Toclet Abkbazia, T olber re8ion3 ol blsloncal
k1ln§cloT ol E8Me1-Abkbazia (‘Abkbax3s’ KT8cloT”),

spec™icaHy, T 8arte8relo, KarlH, 1Ttereii anc!
Ja\akuei].
3. Knterons Muninstalic 8atples are Movnc! on

1ke lerrkory ol Abkbax1la, 1bal are bastoally ck3coyerec!
i Le area ol 8okknTl, T Anakop:a [o/lre33 (lyena
Mownzain), Elkbnl, elc. Mo31 coln3 baye Oeorglan arc!
By/anltc le8enc!8. Accorckn§ 10 lke in3cnpiions on
1be Oeor8§:ian co1n3, lkey belon§ 1o 1be Ceor8lan KT§3
Ba8ral IV (1027-1072), Ceor8e 1l (1072-1089), OaYd
IV, 1ke BuHcler (1089-1125). Moreoyer, 3llyer Toney
ka3 al3o been cHscoyereq 1bal \ya3 cakec! “T3KKUTUT1
Telrl” by local populalion ané “8ebaslopob8 Aspra”

2. Ne6x1 8rovp o? TonuTen(3 ol \yn(1§ cnkmky Oenoan people. 1n anclenl: Oeor§ia 8okburiw \ya3

are Manuscnpls. Tbey are only T Oeor§ian anc! (bey
baye been coplec! T Oeor8ian 3cnp(3 T Abkbazia, al
BiobyT(a, MokY1 anc! Becka cul(ural anc! eck!ca(tonal
ceri(ers. One 3boulc! cH3(T8wsb (be 121b c. BiobyT(a
anc! (ke 13111 c. MokY1 o (kk(aY1 ((ke lour 8o3pels)
clecora(ecl \ykb mwme nnwaiiares, (be 161bc.BiobyT(a
Tacl8an (collec(ton ol rek8wous bytns), (be 17(b c.
cen(ury Becka Ounlat (cokeckon o!' rek§ion3 books,
8o3pels anc! epls(les), (be 161b c. MokY1 OTopon
(cbasuble) anc! 10(b c. 3ola o!-Abkbarlan KT§3.

Tke 1031 knpor(an( celller3 ol" Ceor8ian cukure,
Moky), Becka, BlckyT(a, Mon, blkbT, T3ebeléa,
T3arcke, e(c. Kac! been crea(T§ 3uck cukural yalues lor
cen(mnnes 1kal no! only Oeor8ian3 bu(also JibYwnwans
3koul be prouc! of. Tbese cenlers ol Cbrisl:lan
cukure kac! 3lore rooT3 lor oM books3 wWwkere orl8ral
Oeor8ian wniien y/ork3 \yere crealecl. rek§1013 books
\\ere lramslalccl IF'roT Oreek wmio Ceor8lan anc! ne\\
Tanu3scripis \\erc cotpo3sec!. Tke WKLMC Tann3Cripes
ol Jle3e book 3LlorerooT3 'Vl baye been pceseryec! o
presen! clays are a precloms cleposkory ol 1be Oeor8ian
Tanwun3scripi3 1ball3yery wpo/ian!: lor cleyeloptenl: ol
Ceor8ian \\rlmen cukure. Toclay lbey are kep! in lke
Ceor8ian KaHona! Cenler F'or Manuscnp”3 i ThlA31.

\We 3bouic! al3o Tenlon Lle \\riten Tanu3cnpls
ol NMe E8M31-Abkba2lan K1ng&éot (lbe Abkbars’

callec! T3kbuTianc! T Kaun 3ources, Kke 1be KoTans
callecl, Il 13 Ten”onec! a3 8eba3lopoll8. T3kbutur!
ld/Mm \yas tTlecl by Ock3bl Malor EriscaY: \\bo \\a3
alzo Manclallrivkinll8esl ol Oeor8ian Koyal Cowrl,
Yatek | Oacbaw (1384-1396) wncler 1be KT8'3
penws33ton i T3kbut: Mim Tbe nutber ol co:n3
1bal baye 3uTyec! M presen! exceeés 50, bu! i nye
lake 1m0 cons”eraiion 1bal a lar8e parl ol 1be Creasvire
ck3coyerec! 11 1927 T s 0KbUT1 ba3 ck3appearec!, 1keir
nuTber conlc! baye been larSer.

Tbe Byraniine coln3 \\ere Imrlecl by 1be nate
ol ,m3unan I, Conslanl:t Monotacbus (1042-
1055), Cons"anlne Oowuka3 (1059-1067), KoTanos
IV OwS8ene (1067-1071) anc! olllers. Tkek atoun!
reackes approxlralely 30 anc! 1key are l'ounc! 1o8elker
\ykb 1B uncler Oeor§ian KilM83: Bagra! IV, 010§l Il,
OaYI<l (be BwMer 1Msokbuts, Elkbnl, elc. 1 3eeT3
(ba( Hoeelllcr wkb (be Ceor§ian Toney (be Byraniine
Toney Tea3 i clrcula(l0n T Abkbarla a3 \Wyell a3 71
o(ber par(3 ol Ceor8aa.

1.
are (be Becka Oolclen Ckakce, (be Non 8kyer CbaHce,
Taebelcla 1cons ol 8(. Ca(kenne, ,1oHn (ke Bap(13( anc!
8(. Anclrely (ke Apo3s(le, Ekur8lcal Pan ol Olor8l Il
k1n8 o Abkbars, (be 1con olEeon 111 kT8 ol Abkbar3
anc! (be icon cloralecl by Cauuc! VI (be Ne nT (0 Hor:
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callleckak 1be BrobyHnita Holy Vir’In lcon amc! a
proces8tonal cros3 o? Eyéeton CbkbeHére nybo nyas3
a CallloHcon ol Abkba21a, Lle TrypHcb orclerecl by
MokY1 arcbbl3bop Aniirea 8ak\arellcl/e anc! clormalecl
FO MokY1 eallleclral, Mok\l1 processtona! croks ol
EpMre 8ak\arelcl/e- CallloHcon ol Jibkba/ia, 1bc
1con ol Bella arcbbl3bop Kwle Xbwuatcke clomalecl
1o Mon 81.0eor8e Ca™beclral, toon3 o! OLUsbl Enzlayl,
Erisia\1 (Ucac! ol'prunclpaliy) anc! olller nobleten Ll
\yere éonalec! 1o NMNon 81,0eor8e, ané BlcbyTtla Holy
Y1r8T Callleclrals cloralecl by Lle nobletan beyan Il
Oalllart. All Lle aboye-tenHonec! TonwneTs baye
curyeé Tt3cnpHons T obl Oeor8an Asotlayrull
scnp! Wallell n3 abown! cburcb cktors anc! anlllors o(’
e TonnTen 18 or represen! Tetonal! T3cnpions
[8].

A3 lor LLe abounc! anc! LLlyerse Talenal LLscoyerec!
a3 a resuK ol-arcbaeolo8kal excayaHon3 \ye baye
3eparalely urompec! Tonutenl;3 ol Lk 8lone, Bronre
anc! 1ronA8e anc! al3o Tonutenls ol Le MbliclVle A8es.

\\e ofTer a bnel oyeTely o!"Lle 1031 1Tporiani
Tonuten”s ol" e talena! cuHwvre ol bk a/a.

1.Ca8ra Basllca. Town Ca8ra, VI c. One o!"LLe
oMes*exaTtp!es ol LLe early ticiclle cenllines Oeor8§ian
arcbkeclUre 18an early Cbn3Han Basllica localec!T LLe
cenler olllWe rnT3 ol' LLle old lNorlrc88 on Lle lerrxkory
ol Oa8ra. Tbe calllec'ral 18 bulll ol ron8bly processec!
3lone “macl”™a8 anc! K represenl:s Le oe3! exatple ol
LLiree-naye basllicas Lkl \yere cotTton [or 1He 6LU
lo 8LU ceniiTe3 Oeor§ia. Accorlling 1o Lle lecbtcal
cbaracierigiicgs 1bB basllca resetble3 arcbueclure
ol basllicas ereifec! ax /s penoc! T easl:eT Oeor§ia.
The \yalls 13ble basllica are replacec! by cokunns 1bkal
xynness Llle res“oraHon procecllres 7 Lle Mollo\yT§
cenllnes. blebbcr Tner mnitenor nor on'er Maeacle baye
preseryec! any Tt3cnpHon3 1o presenr clays. Prot
We 3l:anclpot{ ol aH crillc3 k 13 irpouant 1o 3uMkK
1be reHel cross cleplclecl ax J1e arebecl cokKTT of 1be
cburcbh. Tbe cburch clales 1o (be 61b cenLLry.

CaS8ra lorlre88 18 localecl 1n 1be clBrrict ol Oa8ra,
1M1 e ownz3kirts ol'rbe 1;,0\yn ol" Ca8ra anc! belong8s M
1He 51b anc! 61b cenlurles. One can 3ee Matons OaSra
Baslllca Callleclrallbal: ba3s been \yell preseryec! 131cle
1be Torlress. The lolress \ya3 restOrec! wn 1be Miciclle
ASes.

H.CanWacll Basllica, Ca8ra TuniCvpaMy, VI-
VII c. The reTans ol 1be cal'beclral are localec! on 1be
3ea coa3C 1n 1be norlb-\ye3l pall ol" Ca8ra. Tbe calbec!ral
18 a LUree-naye basllica. U 18 comlrclecl \ykb nncllle
3lrec! 31ral8bt bresl:one umaéras anc! Har brlcks ol
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cLLTerelll 812e. 8oTe Tarble lrayterls clalec! 'roT LLe
6LL 1o 7L cen(uries \yere lovnc! 1n LLle callleérak There
18 a comslcleravion LLa! 1bB 13 Llle yery calllec'ral Ll
a Byranlne Etperor .Iwsllinlan | (527-565) ereclecl
For Le Nba/uy 1n'be-1be ances™ors ol Abkbar3 umpon
LLe1r conyersion 1o Cbnsinanly. A 'ra8tenl ol \ybke
Tarble cl13coyerecl 1n 1be basllica reTaTts \ylll Lle
seripHon 1 AsotlayruH Ukl tpHe3s “Aba28a”.
The 1oTb 3eeT3 1o belon§ (o a proTTen* clencal or
3ecular represelllalye ol Abkba21a anc! clale8 back HO
LLle 6LU c.

I11. Branna Cburcb o!*be Holy Moller o!-Cocl
Cunlnp8bl Twu MMCpallly, yH1a8e Braniia, VIII c.
The cburcb 18 bAAL T'roT bnck anc! cobblesl:one arcl K
repre3enCs a \\oriclerl'ul arcbkeclural piece Lkl cldTers
rot Oeor8ian cburcb buliclna by k3 8lyle, LllonSb
\ye can coTe acros3 3Tl ar cons“rucHons olLLle 3aTe
pertoc! 1 cliTecen! bisl:oncal re§won3 ol Ceor§la. 1n
e 6-7LLU cenWnes ByxanHne 3rlllar [owur-aspec!
anc! cross-clotecl cburcb consrrucHons \yere \ylclely
3preac! bl Ocanck! cburch arcbkec! bacl, 3npposellly,
borro\\ecl 30Te eletenls I'rotr Oeor8ian arcblcecl3
100, 3pecllcaHy, Hke Llle M13kbela lyar! cburcb, bere
LLley baye wusec! 3etlclrcular wcbe3 aboye Lle akar
bounitec! by 3tall arcbes[9].

Tbe 18LU ceniiny Ceor8lan blsiorian YakbusbH
BaSraHon1\\ Iie3: There 13a bl§ anc! Taryelous cloTtec!
cburcb 11 Orancla. 11 \ya3 presiclecl by an arcbbisbop
\ybo conlrollec! 1be comn!ry placec! bel\yeen Anakopla
anc! Koclon”.

Owunng wnyasion ol O#ioTan3 T 1737 Le cburcb
\ya3 burml: clolyn, Llle cloTe \ya3 coTplelely cle8lroyec!
ancl 'rescos nyere clataSec!. The cburcb 3eryice \ya3s
renelyecl 7 Oranéa cburcb a8alm T 1871. 1n 1900
LLle c'oTe olOrancla cburcb \ya3 vl TG anc! reslorecl
on Le wnllayYe ol Ansslan 3ynoc! bul, a! Lle 3aTe
LLne, all LLe prectons 1bIngs anc! Tarble lotb3lones
LLIzappearec! 'roT LLe cburchb.

The nna8e ol borcl a! Llle clote arcb, I'resco ol
Milcbael Llle Arcban8el aboye \\e3l:eT »ale3 anc! Llle
Annunaaon 3cene \ylll Llle ra8tenl ol kneelec!
Holy Tolller 1bal ba3 been \yell preseryec! m Llle
cburcb[10].

Tbl3 cburch represenls cotblnaHon ol Ceor§ian
anc! ByranHne arcblreclLre. No t3scnpHon3 baye been
preseryecl.

IV. Mawbkbya Calbeclral ol 81.Milcbael Llic
Arcbangel, Cuclaunla tnnlclpaH(y, ¥ M1-1X c. Tbe
calllec'ral 18 localiec! near Llle ylllaSe sanapiro, 3 KT
I'rot Le Black gsea coas! a! Llle T3kuara rlyer on an
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eleya(ec! blll callecl M318bkbya Mowun(at. Accorcng
(o (be Abkbarlan bl3(onan A.Ka(3la, (be ca(bec'ral
represen(3 a plece ol Oeor§1an arl ol (be 8-9(b c. (ba(
bac! perPecWy clccora(ccl Pacaées. 8atples ol 1be obles(
Oeor8§ian iicr'pl ol(be (errKory oP~Nee3(eT Oeorgia-(be
AsoT(ayrnH 3cnp(, \\ere cWscoyerec! T 1be ca(beclral
(a (o(@al oP 46 t3cnp(ton3). THe T3cnp(ton 3ay3 1bal
(be ca(bec'ral (ToT (be be§TnT§ \\a3 nartec! aier 81
Miobael (He Arcbangel.

V. Nely AHw3 Ca’beiiral ol 8lton 1be
Kananats , (>u(lan(a Tunk4ypably, 1X-X c. 1n(be
yioTily 0? 8okbww, on (be Mounllyena 18 loca(ecl
(be Nely A(bo3 Ca(beclral oP 8nnon (be Kanmanatos
(Ha( represen(s a plece ol Oeor§lan arcbl(ec(ure. U3
pntary bwlclt8 cbles back (o (be 7-8(b cen(nnes
anc! presen(-clay cons(ruc(ton belon8s (o Lke 9-10(b c.

Accorclt8 (o ancicni Ceor8ian anc! [orewn
annaH3(3, Apo3(les ol Cbn3(-8iton (be Kananato3s
\\bo cawe Prot (He l'anc! oP Canaan (o8e(ber \\r(H
Nnclrely (be Pbsl-callecl. \\ere (be nr3( preacbers ol
CHn3Oatl'y on (He (et(ory oP 8ou(b arncl \Ye3(eT
Oeor§ia (tclucbng§ (errKory oP Abl<ba21a).

Nccorcllw zo Orea( Cburcb Pa(bers 11 55 AO a
[e3ns’s chisclple, 81lton (be Kananato3 nyas cruclllec!
bke "313 anc! nyas bunec!t Neny A(bos a1 (be bank ol
1He P3ni13kbl nyer. Tbere 18 anoilber yerston (Ma( 3ay3
(Ha( be \ya3 buneclt Nekop3sla- on (be nor!b borcler oP
bl3(oncal Oeor§ia. Tbe Oeor§ian Cbrowcles (“Karlls
T3kboyreba) Ten(tons: “81111011 1be Kananato3 \\a3
bunec! T (be (o\yn oP Mokop3 (ba( 13 si(na(ec! T
Abkba21a”.

1n (be 41b c. a 31all cburcb \\a3 bwk on 1be
lotb oP (be Apo3lle T Nely A(bo3 (ba( 8boulicl baye
been Tac!e oP "ooc]. Bul laler a3 replacec! by a
\\blle 3lone cburcb 1bal \\a3 resllrec! Por 3eyeraliites
1Mclnclng 1be 191U ceniiny. The cburcb Prescos Kaye
nol aur\YecP Prot 1He arcbllecl:11ral clecorallOn3 \\e
ocomlcl c11811ri8unlsb reHeP 1rages oP Clnsitan 3yTbol3
OoP i#i3b, Honm anc! cro88. No Oeor§8lan or Oreek
1nscrlpllons are 1e81ble.

VI1.CbkborloH Hall Cburcb, ylLllage Cbkor”ol,
Ocbartcblre tmniGpallly, 1X-X c. Tbe yllage
CbkoMoW 13 bbcalec126 kv Prot Oafl cenler, al lbe
norM-\\e8lenc! or8atnr/akbano b\\knclbel\een (He
riyers Okbo]e anc! O ku T 18k3aH. T\yo cHurcHes baye
3tnuyec! on 11118lernlory, one 13 19-20111 111lbe cellira!
parloP Jbe yllage, bulby lbe Jocalnobleten ancl
“c IN3awly Kesbrallbn 8ockl . Anolber cburch 18
abunllcburcH 111lbe nojljl-\\eslparl 5k 1 anyay ProT
be ywaye alckpln oP Inkbu al (be ituburary oP (be
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Okbo]e nyer a( (be 1eP( bank oP (be nyer on (be 31lope
oP a 3(eep blll

Tbe Cbkbor(oH Ball cburcb 1newryec! il
ree(an8mlar apse3 belon§8 (o (be Sromp (ba( Ponn3
an analo8me \yKb yyork3 oP arcbiec(ure Prot o(ber
re§ion3 oP Oeor81a T coTpo3i(tlon cleslsn anc! o(ber
eoTtponen(3 oP arcbl(ec(ure. Hall cburebes oP early
rrcke cen(unes (Prot 5(b (0 10(b cen(urles) can be
Porcl T all par(3 oP Oeor8ia, T par(lcular, Ereclyl,
Kbei(1, B 13eY1, Knwreid, basbkenclan, MNori eburcbes.

Tbe Cbkbor(oH ball cburcb 18 a (ran8l(ronal
TonuTten( anc! Hke o(ber Tonuten(3 oP (ba( (Ite K
lacks 3culp(ures arcl earyYing3. The (rayeiite, proper
Port3 oP é&esi8n wn3eé Por inner anc! ou(er 3urPace,
(be unably oP cons(ruc(ion \york3 \yblcb 13 Pocusec!
on Presb ckYaHs3 oP 3pace Pea(ures, all (bese eleten(3
incbca(e (be (T e ané perioc! oP (be cburch bulMcbn8. K
or8arilcally eon3s(i(n(esa par( oP Oeorgian arcbl(ee(nre
eYolu(on, beln§ preclsely \YibIln eotton Oeor8ian
na(l0nal cburcb cons(ruc(ton bne3 ané exposin§
eoTTon erea(lye puravk ancl cbrec(lons oP Oeor§ian
arebl(ee(nre. .1ncl8t§ by (be 3(yH3(ic cbarac(ens(les
anc! analo8ues oP (be cburcb 1, apparen(ly, Tn3( baye
been buwk 1t (be penocl oP Kon3s(an(te “(be KT§ oP
Abkbars” (893-922).

VII.
TMn1Clpalky. 1X-X c. 1In(be yLla8e B21p1, on (be n8b(
bank oP (be nyer B21p1, on a 10P(y bLL, one can 3ee an
arcbl(ec(nral cotplex oP(be 9-10(b c. surrovriclecl by a
Penice \Yi(b a Po/lres3 anc! a cburcb 1rslcle. The Ponress
on 1(3 onyn con3ig(eé oP (yyo par(3: 1 (be upper pall
\ya3 (be cburcb arcl clolynsicle (be yarc! passec! an alcl
carayan roacl.

The cburcb oP B21p1 Por(ress 13 cross-yamnKeé anc!
belon83 (o (be ca(e8ory oP “etbeciclecl cross” \yKb
(bree prolrclecl ap3e3. K cla(es back (o (be 9-10(b
cen(urles. The \yallz \WYib éressec! 3(one PacT§ baye
retalnecl in (be \ybole upper par( anc! eyen bayT§
no clote 3(LU 8rea(ly Hnpres3 uveners. Tbhe cloors arcl
\yTclo\y3 oP (be cburch are clecora(ecl \Yi(b ornaten(3
cbarac(en3(1c Por (be Oeor8ian cburcb arclu'(ec(ure.
To (be ea3( oP (be B2ip1 cburcb one can 3ee ano(ber
retnan(3 oPeyen oKKT cburch.

Tbe Brip1 Por(ress, B2ip1 8or8e, Owuclan(a
TnniCpaH(y, 1X-X ¢. K 15 31(ua(ecl on (be M8b( barnk
oP (be nyer B2ip1 Tbe Po/lre3s playeé a si§nwican(
role 1m (be ckYense 3y3(eT oP (be 1Jw(ecl Ceor8ia. K
barrec! (be way (o yery nnpor(an( roacl3 (o\yarcls (be
Mor(b Caucasns. Tbe Por(res3 Pence 13 Tacle oP \yell-
processec! bte8(one suacbas, 3uppbecl WYib Pour -
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an8lec! arcl seTtolrcular (olyers, 3(ratT8 arcbes anc!
a 8a(e.

VIII.
ol Coi, Blcbylnla batle(, Ca8ra Tutapally,
X-X1 c. BiobyTt(a Ca(beclral o!" (be Holy Mo(ber oP
Ooc! 18 one ol (He To3( prot Tenl \york3 oP Oeor8§ian
arcbl(ec(ure \yblcb 15 31(va(ec! 1m (be norlAi-\yes( pai
olAbkHa/|'a. on (He (eT(ory o!" presen( Blclr\ nGanc!
\yiiHT area ol (He anaen( (o\Yn-Orca( PLLUun(a. THe
nate PLun(-BrobyT(a 18 relalec! (o (be nate oP (be
local reHc(pTe. Thl3 place playec! an irpor(an( role T
3preaclt§ Cbnsiiany 1 \yes(eT Oeor8ia.

Pntary buwilc!t§ oP 1be cburcb 18 connec(ec!
\\kb (be nate ol Anclre\\ (He plr3(-Callcc! (Ha! \\a3
preacblng Cbn3( 17 (bese place8 T (He | een(ury AO
arnc! He 18 sanpposec! (o baye bwl(a cHurcH T (bl3 place.
Por Tany cenllnes arcbbl3bop callkclral rePerrec! (o
a3 . Aniirexy’s cburcb’ Hac! been Punc(towng (Here.
Presen( clorwcal cHurcH belon8§s (o (He arcbl(ec(ural
TonuTten(3 oP (He 10-11(H ceniites. A( (He enc! oP
(He 3rcl anc! beutnnw, ol (He 4H cen(nnes BlclHmnla
appearec! (0o be an Tpor(an( cen(er oP (He clencal
\yorlc! (Ha( 18 (e3(tlec! by a((enclance ol BlcbyT(a
arcbblsbop 8(ra(opbll a( (He LLlorM KeHS§ton3 Mee(TS.
Por Tany ceniiwe3 BrobyT(a \ya3 a base Por reHSiou3
cen(er oP \\ex(ern Oeor8ia (Ha( aP(er Tyaston oP (He
M(wH3 (Mowun(at people) T (He 1iclclle oP(He 15(H c.
\ya3 reloca(ec! (0 Oela(P 1n(He 17(H cen(unry (He cHurcH
\\a3 abariclorecl anc! \ya3 no( brclMonnw. 1n (He 18(Hc.
K\ya3 8(ruck by M8b(nT§ ané nyas beaylly clata8ecl.
In (He 303 oP (He 19(H cen(ury (He K.n33ian ETperor
orclerec! (o res(ore (He ca(lieclral. THey eban8ec! (He
3Hape oP (He éoTe, (Hey plas(erecl ancl \ybl(enec! (He
lacacle (Ha( resvbec) T(o eoTple(e (ran3Porta(ton oP
(He builclng anc! cHz(or(ton oP (He pntary knaSe. 1n
(He 19603 on recottencla(lon oP (He acaiiertaan
O.Cbubuwasbylll re3(ora(ton work \yas wuncler(aken
T (He ca(Heclral ancl (He plas(er3 \yere retoyec! Prot
(He Pa?aée, (He clote re8atec! 1(3 wlllal appearance,
(He rooP \ya3 replacecl. (be yarcl \ya3 cleanec! ancl
(He ca(Heclral re(utecl (o 13 Tl a! cowlllon. Toclay
(He BlcHyln(a Ca(Heclral oP (He Holy Mo(Her oP Ooc!
represen(3 one oP (He To3( yallable cul( TonuTen(8.

Accorcbn§ (o 3oTe Kwusslan 3owurces, a( (be
be8TnT8 oP (be 19(b c. nyben (be HAuzslan (roops
en(erec! BiobyTt(a acl eleariecl (belr \yay (o (be
ca(beclral, a( (be al(ar (bey lovnc! open a Tanuscnp( oP
(be MecHeyal Blble \yri((en T Oeorpan.

ATton§ o(ber yalmable \yn((en Tanu3cnp(3
oP BiobyT(a \ye 3boulc! cM3(T8w3b 3eyeral Oreek
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w3cnp(ton3, (be BioobyT(a Oeor8ian Blble oP (be
12(b c. (ba( 13 clecora(ecl \\ i ornaten(3 anc! pat(ec!

BlcbyTla Calbeclral oP 1be Holy Mollamwa(ures, (be 16(b c. Ceor§lan lac!8an ( collec(ton

oP reb8ton3 byTn3) anc! Blcbyt(a kon oP Mo(ber oP
Coe! (16(b c.).

The B|cbyln(a Holy Y1r8ln 1con \Yi(b in3crip(ion
oP Eycleton Cbkbe(lcl2e (1568). 1n 1568 “Tbe
Ca(bobcon oP (be \ybole No* ané Abkbazia”
Eycleton Cbkbe(ic2e  8o( (be Tryp(xcb 1con oP
Blcbyln(a Holy ¥YbuT caryecl, bayT§ (be “beacl paii”
oP (be icon etbo33eé T 80l1é anc! (be o(ber 3e((T§
\ya3 Tac'!e oP 3/lyer. Tbe 1Con \ya3 placec! T BlcbyT(a
Ca(beclral oP (be Holy Mo(ber oP Oocl. ba(er whben (be
resMence oP (be ca(boHcon \ya3 Toyeé (o Cela@ (be
Blcbyln(a 1con nya3 (aken (bere (o8e(ber \\1W o(ber
keT3. Oeor81an t3cnp(ton on (be back3lcle oP (be
1con (e113 u3 (be bl3(oy oP 13 ori8il Tbe T3cnp(ton
Ten(ton3 (be Ca(bobeon oP Abkba2ia Eycleton
Cbkbe(ic2e, Ocbsbl nobleten Marwa anc3 Eeyan
Oacbant. ProT (be Tryp(tob Tcon only (be “beac! par(”
ba3 sur\myecl (o our clays anc! (be 3e((1n8 cloes no( ex13(
anytore. Tbe icon 13 kep( in (be Oeorwan Ka(lonal
MwnsenT.

IX. Becla Monasinic CoTplex,
Oebartcblre Tnnkipallly, X-X1 ccn(urics. Beclla
13 a ylllaue. 3Kna(ec! approx»na(ely 25 k1 alyay Prot
Oebartcblre. There 18a Tonas(1lc cotplex i (be cen(er
oP (be \uMarge (ba( represen(3 a 3p'enclic! exatple oP
Oeor8lan arcbl(ec(ure. Tbe coTplex coTpn3ses a(
presen( (be cburcb oP(be Y1r§T, a blsbop’s palace anc!
a bell-(o\\er. Accorcbn§ (o annals, Becl|a Tonas(ery
coTplex \ya3 buH( a( (be clo3e oP (be 10(b cen(ury ancl
consecra(ecl approxnna(ely i1 999 on (be bebe3( oP
(be p1r3( K1n§ oP (be 11t(ecl Oeor8la, K1n§ Bagra( Il
Ba8ra(lon). AccorcMng (o (be Oeor§lan cbronlcler be
bac! ‘Taek an Epl3copacy on( oPK’.

The cburcb oP (be ¥Yn'nt, crec(cyl in (be cen(er
oP (be Tonas(:C cour(yarcl, 13 (be TaT cburcb oP
(be Tonas(ery. Thbe cotplex \ya3 5Surrowklecl \Yi(b
a Pence. On K3 \ye3( 3iie, aromné 40 Te(ers alyay 1in
(be bne oP (be Pence \yall, (bere 13 a blsbop’s palace-
a m\o-3(orlecl palace oP Te(ropoll(an3 oP Becba, anc!
a cloor\yay lmcluclecl a Hell (o\\er aboye. The cburcb
\ya3 conasiclerably (ransPortec! on (be (urn oP (be 13(b
c.(o (be 14(b cc axl T (be 15(b c. (be bell-(o\yer 13 a
12-14(b cc. 8(ruc(ure, \yblle (be Epl3copal palace \ya3
bulll in (be 16(b ¢ by An(on /lwanlcl?e. a Oeor§ian
Me(ropoH(an oP Becba, \yblcb 13 conllrtec! by (be
Oeor8lan AsoT(ayruH 1BC1p(l0r6 caryecl on (be
(yTpan oP(be palace. Tbree layer3 oPnwra! clecora(lon

BecHa,
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are preseryec! T 1be cUHreT(enor 1bal cla(e back (o
(He 10111 - 1Mb, 13(b-14(b anc! 161H cc.

Pacack3 o!-(be Becba cburcb, 1(3 T(enor turals
anc! eccleslas(to ob]ec(3 preseryec! laplclary, [lresco
anc! earyec! T13cnpiion3 1 OecHpan A3oT(ayrmnll
(vnclal) senp(, bearT§ eyblences on (be con3(rmc(:ton,
renoya(ton anc! res(ora(ton ol 1be cburcb. 11
T3cnp(tons can be reac! 1e§lbly anc! o(bers Kaye only
parlially surayeg.

The T3cnp(ton3 Ten(ton nates ol Beclla cburcb
arclkec! A\mTon Oala(02mkluw(zel, ca(bobcon Nikolo®,
Oon8bbal3cl?e, Me(ropoH(an3 ol BecHa: 8opron
Con8Hbais2e, An(on Becbelel (AwaTt3ére), Certane
Cbkbellre, cburcb bilcHNS cloror8: (be 1ir3( k1§ ol
(be 11luxecl Oeorwan Kt8cloT Ba8ra( Il Ba§ra(tow
(978-1014), blkbn-Ttereii Knng Cons(an(te-(be
golMol GayIcl VI Nenn, Ocli3bl ‘Oueen ol (be Ouneens’
Marecb acl ber 3on, Ens(ay( Ens(ayl (pnncnpallYy
beac!) anc! Mancla(ur(nk1w(8e51 Otors1 bacaw, C)ueen
Koclabl anc! ber 3on Kakbaber e(e. Al (Ve lresco
nna8es o!7 8at(3 1bllo\yt§ Oeor8ian T3chpions
(T  Asot(ayrmH 5CM1pl) Hayc been preseryec!:
8(.Cons(an(te, 8(.Helena, 8(.Basll, 8(.Ore8ory (be
Tbeolo8lan, 8(.8(epben, 8(.2akana, 8(.Nekok>2 e(c.

Oyer 1be cen(unnes, Beclla Epl3eopal 8ee \ya3
orne o!" (be T03( 318nllcan( eccleBlas(lcal, culural
anc! ecluca(tonal cen(er o!" Oeor§la. bayW (be BuMer
a\arclecl (be Arcbblsbop 8\ nnenon 30Te bonorable
(Le ol Becbel AlayercleH a3 a 3ytbol ol nt(y ol
Oeor§la ané Oeor§lan cburch.

THe Arcbblsbop An(on Xbwuawscke  bacl
e8(ablbecl a ncb TMbrary 111 (be Beclla Tonas(ery,
nybere olc! Tanu3scnp(3 nyere renoya(ecl arncl res(orecl,
(beolo8toal (reaiises nyere (ransla(ec! anc! (be Hbrary
colMecion \ya3 ennebec! \Yi(b nely Tannscnp(3. Tbe
Te(ropoH(an Oertane CUWkHencl/e purposelllNy
T\y(ecl expenencec! calllSrapbers [IroT 8ou(b
Oeor81a. Patom3 Oeor8ilan calb8rapber3, Oabnel
boTt3sanWre, ATbros! Kar8are(eb anc! 8ynneon (toT
Evpbra(es (Cron>bl/e). \yere ac(lyely \yorktg§ T
Beclia Tonas(ery. Parl o Llelr Tanuscrlpls baye
reacbec! our clay8.

BecHaTonas”c eotplex 18a 3yTbol ol unky arc!
TALY131blL1y o!" Ceor§ia. BaSral: 111, Lbe A3l kIn§ of
1be unbec! Oeor8lan k1n§clow anc! bl3 Tolber, “neen
Owvranclukbl: are bunec! :n Beclla

Curret concl|Oon ol e Tona3s'ery: A3 a resnb
0!7 restoration proeesse3 wurclellaken by Abk(la2ian
3eparaH3! «cneTtTten! 1 Becla cburcb, a &eseo ol
BaSral Ill Ba8rallonl \ybb Oeor8§ian T3cnpiion \ya3s
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netoHsbec!. The Iresco clalec! back  999.

The Becla CbaHce (999). Aton§ Lle reHSwous
bet3 belon8ln§ 1o Beclla calbeclral one 3bouicl
cb3iin8nib 1be abar cbaHce Llar 13 a p“ece o!" 1be
wecleyal Oeor§lan 80l1<18Tbbery, a lkur§lcal ye3sse!
rmacle o!"clncal &olcl anc! riobly clecoralecl. The bolyl
1be BeclMa ye33ell13 14 ¢ 1 bl8b anc! 14 e T 1n1 cHateler.
The enure ouler 3urface 18 lratecl ancl cljYlclecl 110
12 8e§tenls by a conHnuous arcaée. Thbe §ures
cleplclecl are 1be enllronec! Cbri31 Panl:okral:or arcllbe
Y1rgin Hocle8el:rla on 1be oppo3sbe sicle. Bellyeen 1Ket
are 3lancbn§ b&ures ol len apo3Wes, Mye on eacb sicle\
boMT§ roiilll w Lleir baniis. Tbhe in3eripiion3 belon§
Lo I\yo cWiteren! cenlmnes ancl lbey 11l n3 abowu* Jle
blstoly o” (be cbaHce. Al 1be 1Ta8e3 0? 3arl3 anc!
Cbri3(;are Oeor81an 13cnplnon8liieninlyt§ leT. The
Oeor§lan-lan8mna8e one Hne 1reerlpl:10n beloly (He
nT, 1 Vnely earyec! Asot™ayruH scrlpl, Tenfons
K118 Baunwu anc! Pneen Curanclvkbl \y'o <loraliecllbB
cbaHce 1o Becba Ca™Hecka.

One Tore T3cnpiion 13 conneclecl (o 1be cballce.
In (be 19(b een(wy (be cbaHce (ba( bac! Solclen base
-a 3(ancl, \ya3 1o3(. Tbe T3cnp(ton on (be basze (olc!
(be 3(ory (ba( (be «oklen base \ya3 Tac'e in (be 17(b c.
a( (be bebes( o!" Oertane Cbkbe(id2e, Me(ropoH(an
Blsliop ol Becba. The base appearec! (0 Kaye been
103( (\WYice, nr3( 1 (be 17(b c. anc! nex( in (be 19(b c.
The 31ry1ying bolyl 13 kep( 11 (be Oeor8ian Ka(lonal
Mwusent curren(ly.

X. blkb 1 Calbeclral ol bBorTllon.
Cuitanl:a Tuwapally, X c. Tbe yllla8e blkbw 18
3l(alecl 5 kT alyay Mot (be cen(er o' Ouclan(a a(
(be lolylancls o (be Black 8ea Coa3(. 1n (be cen(er
oC (be yLlla8e a cbsiin”™wsbec! TonnTen( oC (be 10(b
c. Oeor8lan arcbl(ec(ure- (be 1nkbnl Ca(beclral o!7
F3ort|(1on, 13 erec(ec!. K represen(3 a cross-yaub
con3(rmc(lon \Yib (bree raisec! ap3seiie3 1n (be eas(.
ba(er on (bey bulA( open cbapels (roT nye3(, noib
anc! 3on(b 31cle8 o!" (be cburcb. The 1nner \\all3 o!7(be
cburcb anc! (be cHapel appearec! (0 be coTtple(ely
coyerec! \Yib pain(in83. Tbe ca(be<lral Cacacle 13
cb3(in8msbec! Tor clebea(e use o!" color3, clynartlst
aricl expresslyene38 ol 3eyeral pro(rucbn8 b8ures.
The ca(beclral ba3 prese”ec! bo(b (be 10 (o 1i(b
cen(mnries pain(wn§3 anc! (races ol la(er penoc! pain(in§s
(o8e(ber W1(H Oeor§ian 1mscrlp(lon8. Thbe an(luml(les
ol Tnkbn! ca(beclral \\ere 1M(lally clescnbec! by a \yell-
knolyn Prencb Kalliyelolo§18( Marie Brosse(, \\1to
\yro(e cio\yn 3eyeral Ceoruyl'an in3cnp(ion3 (rot (be
ea(beclral \yalls, 1nclmcbn§ (be \\ell-kno\\ n (ex( abowu(
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appeararnce ol a coTte! clalecl back 1o 1066. The 3lory
15al30 Teniionec! T \yorks o!'a cbrowcler noT Kney
pnnapably anc! T a Cblnese cbrorcle.

WM 18 apparert, Lkl blkbni callleclral represenls a
coMeciion  epi8rapblc TonwneM3 3Tce k3 paTiings
baye preseryec! Tore Llan 17 Oeor§ian AsoTl:aywH
anc!  Mkbeclrull Mesco T3cnpiions. (pi§.16) The
T3cnpiions reyeal <iiiierenl eyenls, aulllorkallye
noble anc! reH8wowm3 naTes, explanal:ory T3cnpiions ol
blbbcal 3cenes anc! iesco3 o!"3a1”3. Tbe bonorable
nate3 tclncle: kT§ Ba8ral: Il (1027-172), Otors1 11
(1072-1089); clencal aulloniies-Yacbe Prolxispalar,
1pal:o3, Mr3wnobariigkbT3es! anc! Cbkoncbcleb, elc.

X1.Mokyl Callleiiral ol LLle Moller ol Coia.
MokY1, Ocbatcblre nwntpalldy, X c. A 3plenccl
3aTple o!" Oeor”™an arcbkecllre, Mok\u callleclral, 18
Sirelecl 15 kT a\\ay iioT Ocbatcblre. 18 a Llree-
naye clote-3bapec! cburcb \\kb ow/leen-3blec! onler8
clote. AccorcHn§ 1o Llle 11Ul c. cbrotcler, ‘KT8 ol
Abkbar3 beon Il (967-967) ereiiec! MokY1 cburcb
arc! Tacle K a 3ea! 0™a Bl3bop’.

Oyer LLe cenTunes, Moky1nya3 a 818nllcani cenler
ol LWe Oeor8ian cukure, \ybere Ttanuscnpl8 \yere
coplec! ancl o1 cocbces yyere renoyareé. Yp 1o noly
preseryec! are Tanuscnp”3 o1 Lle MokY1 cburcb
Mbrary, beann§ nates ol'LLle persaons acitye T MOKyK
ATon§ Moky1 aniuyullles ol 3peclal Jsnkkance ancl
arisiic yalme 13 Le latoms Mokyl Pour Oo3pels,
cotniisstonec! by Oatel Mokyell (B13bop o MokY1)
T 1300. Tbe Lntral:ecl Tannscnp! 18 supplerenl.ecl
\ykb 3kLLIAay crealec! «3ecoraiions anc! LLnz"raiions.
MokY1 Oospel \ya3 coplec! anc! Mwuslrafecl by Tonk
EnerT.

Moky1 calllec!ra, LLle cerker o!"3ucb a ya3s! cubural
aciyky, \yas also ncb T epiSrapblc TomuTerks.
Honyeyer, al preserk, only an t3cnpiion o!-lle 12111
c. on MokY1 bell-1.0\yer 13 preseryec! \yblcb Tenions
Moky1 arcbblsbop OnSol Mokyeb. ATton§ Ll
T3cnpions one 13 \yell-knolyn Llal \ya3 3een by
lernsalet palnarcb 303ke03 T 1659. Tbe T3cnpiion
re&rs 1o k78 Saybl IV Lle Bwlcler (1089-1125) anc!
Byraniine Etperor Alextos3 Il, Kotneno3 (1081-
118).

MokY1 cburcb \\a3 8ub3slanually rerioyalecl anc!
patlec! T Lle rewn ol Oaylc! IV Lle Bwilc'er (1089-
1125); boweyer, no {races ol LLlese Tnrals are leii al
preserk T Lle cburcb. Presutably, Llere \yere plenl\
ol Oeor§ian T3cnpitons Ll nyere eylclenily clataSec!
in We cenlldnes 1o cote. 1n 1902 T.2borclanla
sC)rro\'Milly nole3 Lkl “Oeor§ian 1uscn'pllons baye
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yawsbec! noT Lle cburcb reslorecl, or '3 beHer 10 3ay
‘cleslroyec!' by Llle 11 ruler ol /lbk1la/1a”. XYVereyer
Llley caTe acro3s Oeor8lan 1mscrlpiion Lley \youlc!
erase, clepraye ar<! 3scribble on Lle \yall3 Oreek
MBcriplo s MBleact.

MokY1Epl3copacy \ya3 e3"abHsbec! T Llle 10LL c.,
bl Mokyl, a3 orie o!"LLle To 3! 318nLlicanl cerler ol LLe
Oeor81an cubure, experlencec! 3peclal efAorescence
moT Lle 13LU c. on\Varcls. Oeowlan blerary 3ources
baye preseryec! narte3 o!- e blsbop3 o' MokYjy,
\ybose coniribuiion Lo LLe Oeor8ian cubure 18 baré 1o
uriclel-yalve, sucb a3 On8ol MokyeH, Oanlel MokyeH,
Abraat MokyeH, EpblTe 8akyareHére, Pllpe
Cbkbeiiéxe anc! olLlers.

1con o!" LLe Moller o!" Ooc! \y!LLI 1n3cripiion o!-
Eeon Ill, LLe k1n§ o!-Abkbar3 . (957-967) Tbe 1lcon
\ya3 \yniten a1 e bebe3: o!" Le k1n§ o!-Abkbars,
Eeon 11l \ybo or<lerecl 10 cleptor Llle Molller ol" Oocl
m Lle orante poxkure (bancl3 raecl in prayer). Her
pleacHN§ appeals 10 Lle saYior Llal 13 éeplclec! in Lle
M8bl coter olLle icon. 1n Lle lei corner are ira8es
ol Micbael anc! Oabrlel 1be Arcban8els. The palrvecl
ma8e o!"Lle Molller o!-Oocl \ya3 resiorec! i Lle 1901
c. Tbe otatelllec! nate ol LLle icon 13 clecoral:ecl \ykb
enaTtebl TeclalHon3 o™'LLe 3aints. There 13a Oeor§ian
IMBdpiton T Le lo\yer rit o” e 100N Ll bears 1be
nate o!"LLle Eeon LU-Llle kT8 ol Abkbar3 (957-967).

MokY1kon o!"LLie Molller ol Ooc! \ykb 1n3cnpiion
by Anclrea 8akyareHc!2e. Tbe 3llyer irypiicb o!" 50-
603 ol LLle 17111 ¢ yybb enSrayecl 8olclen nna8e ol Llle
MolLler ol" Ooc! bolcHn8 Lle Cblic! 18 a retarkable
exatple ol4llle Oeor8ian eTbo331n§ arl o!-Lle Ealer
Miclclle A8e3. Tbe Molller 0" Ooc! 13 painiec! 31ancbng
T LLe cenier ol Le icon \ybb lobn LLle Porerunmner on
LLle n8bl: anc! 8alnl:g1epben LLe 3eacon on LUe lei. The
1con 13 pu! T r0 a bl§ 3Hyer eTbo3s3ec! iiypicb 3elling
anc! bears plenly ol Oeor§lan inscripiions. Tbe T031
yablable T3crxpiton 13Tacle by a cburch clonor anc! an
Arcbbl3bop o"MokM callleclral, Anclrea 8akyareHci2e.
Tbe pleaéln§ inscnpiion 1e113 u3 abown! Lle blstory o!"
LLle 1con clonavon 10 LLle cburch.

XI1.
Mon, OcbaTtcblre Tun1Qpallly, Wb c. Tbe cburcb
\ya3 bulll 1n Le iar3!: ywaHer ol Lle 11l cenlUry
m UWe cerker ol ibe yllla8e [Mon, 3 KT alyay iioT
Ocbarcblre. Tbe cburcb represeni3 one o Lle
To3!: nnpolan! 3ke3 anc! letple3 o!" \Yes1 Oeor§ian
arcblzecture. Jiccorclny, 1o Yakbusbii Ba8raiioni, ‘ on
LLle ec!8e o!-LLle 3ea 31anc!5 a callleclral ol 81.0eor8e ol
Hor! A\ KHowut a cloTe, a 3tall but ncb anc! aclotec!

Ca(be(lral ol 81.Ceor8e ol Mon. Yllage
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WKW ornarten(s’.

Ca(beclral o 3rOeor”e olMlon \ya3 bwl( by a local
lemcbl Otors1 Owur8ewscl2e (ba( 13 TenHonec! T (be
T3cnpHon preseryec! on (be cburcb \yalls. Accorclng
(o (be ar( exper! A.Ka(3)a, (be ca(bec!ral 18 a ball (ype
con3(ruc(ton, by (be proporHon3s ancl relne 3lyle (be
cburcb assi8ls (o (be ca(e8ory (ba( clearly exposes
aspira(ons ol Ceor8ian Meclleyal arcbl(ec(ure. H’3 a
8tule-na\e con3(ruc(ion \Yi(b cotple(ecl apse3 (ba(
ba3 yanous \y183 I'roT nor(b, nyes3( anc! son(b. The
cburcb 18 Tacle ol clreS5ecl 3(one anc! K ba3 cloors F'rot
3ou(b anc! \ye3( anc! (be Tner T(enor 1B LW wntra(ecl by
51x nY1néo\Y8p[11]. (A.Ka(3la. MonuTen(3 o:l'(be XVI
cen(ury. 8okbuww. 1963)

Mon cburcb la%cle bas preseryec! NMye lapklary
T3crnp(ton Tacle T Ceor8tan 3cnp( anc! (be 3Ix(b
T3cnp(ton ba3 been rubbec! on( anc! only 3eyeral
8rapbeTe3 are le§lble. Presco pat(T88 baye no(
sutyec! 3tce (be cburch, rcpakec! anc! coyerec! \Yi(b
oTtaTten(3 by Ocb3bl wler beyan Il bacHatr 1T (be
17(b c., \a3 but( clo\n by OKoTtan Turk3 T 1736.
Accorc/Ing (o relerences by YakbusbH Bagra(tow (be
oTtaten (3 \yere cle3(royec! (ben.

1rnye Jné8e by (be T3cnpinons (be ca(beclral \ya3
eyen Tllally natec! aner 8(.Otrs1 anc! K nyas bk
by cburcb clonors-a local Teuclal Otorst Our”erscke,
Arcbblsbop Otorst
Otors1 Ca1a(o21 anc! a Ciyll person Miobael, e(c.

Cuwren( concHon 0" (be ca(beclral. Tbe cburcb
uncler\\enl re3(ora(ton \york3 execu(ec! by (be cle-
lac(o yoyernwen! ol Abkbarla (ba( resuKec! w 3eyere
clata8e (o (be an(ben(toky o!"(be cburcbh, replactg (be
Ceor§lan-3(yle clote by a Knszian- 3(yle éoTe, bo(b
ex(enor anc! T(enor o!"(be cburch are \ybl(c\yasbecl T
orcler (o erase (o(ally any Oeor8lan 31un olT(be Nacacks
anc! (bus, (be T3cnpHonN3 are no( 1e§lble anyTore.

Mon CbaHce (X1 cen(ury). The cballce \ya3
cHacoyerec! a( (be enc! o (be 19(b c. T TNMon ca(bec'ral
ol 8(.Oeor8e. Ylanally K 8rea(ly resetble3 (be BecHa
Cbarllce (ba( ba3 ou(er 3urlace 'ratec! anc! d1\wclec! 111(0
e18b( 3e8ten(3 by a corlTnouns arcacle. Eacb areb
ba3 a N8ure ola 3a1(. 1n (be cen(ra! arcb (be 8aytors
Myure 13 en«ra\ec! 3ea(ec! on (be (brone \WYi(b (be n8b(
ble33T8 banc! ralsecl blSb aboye acl bolcbn§ (be
Co3pel T (be lel( banc!. 1n (be la(eral arcbes ra§e3s ol
Arcban8els -Mtobael anc! Cabnel are cleplc(ec! \ykb a
cbaHce anc! a bo\y1 11 (belr banc!3[12].. Tbe Oeor§ian-
lan8ma8e T3cnpion Ju3( beloly (be nT, 13 Hnely
caryec! T AsoT(aywn 3cnp(. Curren( loca(ton o!" (be
Chballce 13 unkno\yn.

anc! pne3( Otors: Kocbolaya,
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Mon kon ol 8(.Oeor8e (1572-1582) represen(s a
retarkable exatple ol (be Oeor§lan Meclleyal ar( (ba(
accorclng (o (be preseryec! T3cnpiion \ya3 cotposecl
a( bebes( ol Beclla arcbblsbop Kilrle 2bnanlscl?e ancl
Oé13bl rmnler 0lor81 Il bacWart (1572-1582)Thbe toon
sbonys (be Mr3( Tlracle 0178(.CeorS§e.

The toon wa3 Mr3( pu( in BecHa Tonas(ery bu(
3o0on (rans&rreé (o Mon ca(beclral. Thiz 13 (be yery
place cIB(1Mémlsbecl lor rrracubus ac(1y1(les ol (be
icon ol 8(.Oeor8e IMke beaHNn§ cripple, bitcl or cleal
people, e(c.

In 1925 MMor1 1con ol 8(.Oeor8e yyas 3(olen bu(
la(er re(urnec!. 1n 1936 (be toon 8o( mally lo3( bu( 13
pbo(o ba3 ary1lYecl.

Mon 1con ol 8(.Oeor8e (60-703 ol (be 17(b c.) a
3lyer, Tolclng, (bree 3lcleclicon clecora(ecl wkb acbar,
cleplc(1n§ 8(.Teoclore anc! Onnkn \Yib explana(ory
1B 1p(lon. The icon can be openec! ancl (bere 13 an
una8e ol 3(aricbn§ 8(.Oeor8e éressec! a3 a 3olcller arcl
on bl3 n8b( BeclMa Me(ropol(an Kuirle 2bmnanlscl2e 13
cleplc(ecl 11 (be pleaclng pos(ure. All (be nna8e3 baye
unclernea(b explana(ory T3crip(ion3 beslcle8 (bl3 one.
The 1con case ba3 Ceor§tan 1MBcrlp(lon corn3l3(1n§ ol
15 TMne3 (ba( (e113 n3 (be 3(ory ol clona(T§ (be icon
(o Mon Ca(beéral by (be BeclMa Me(ropoH(an Klnle
2bunan13c!2e.

To8e(ber Wib Kire 2buanl3cl?e (be 3(ory
Ten(on3 3ecular persons, w par(lcular, (be beag ol
Tunlclpall(y, beac! ol" Ocl3bl, Otors1i OaclMlaril anc! bl3
3pouse aveen Tatar. The toon 13 exposec! 1n 2u8cllcl
TU3ENT.

X1MN.Annkbyl Cburcb o*"TYHcbae! anc! Cabnel
(be Arcbangels. YLlla8e Anukbyi, Cucluu(a
TmnlClpaHly, X1 c¢. A3 early a3 (be 19(b c. lar8e-
312! cburcb N3 \yere cl3coyerec! by a Kwusslan
comn(es8, arcbaeolo815( Praskoyla Yyaroya i (be
yMla8e ol Anukby!. 18 812e, bartToTc coTtblna(lon
ol ornaten(3 ancl (belr propor(tonaH(y 3(LL 1Tpress
ylelyers. Tbe cburcb 13 a \YoriclerTul exatple orl (be
11(b Oeor8lan arcbl(ec(ure (ba( by arcbl(ec(nral
lea(ures anc! 3kLMuMy aclornec! ornaten(3 resetbles
anclen( Oeor81an TonuTen(8 ot 8on(b Oeors§ia.

The (b ané 14(b c. n3cnp(ton 1 AsoT(ayrull
scnp( Tten(ton (be bls(ory ol (be cburcb bullclng,
(be cburchb clonors ancl res(ora(ion processes 11 la(er
pertoés. Accoréln§ (o one T3cnpHon (be cburcb
appears (0 be bwl( arier Milcbael anc! Cabrlel (be
Arcban8els. Bean(lful Oeor8.an  Hrb-arrolyy
1m3crlp(10n cwyec! on( on (be Anukby1 colutn relers
(o Ta]or lewclal nobleten oI’ Abkbazia ol (ba( pernoc!,
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cburcb ck)nors: Otorsi (be 3on ol Basll, Basll blT3elrl,
bro(bers Teonore, Nete(te an(l Merklle (ba( erec(ec!
(be cross anc! bwl( (be eburcb T retetrbrance ol
lMatMy TeTbers’ 8onl8.[13].

The retarkable arcbl(ec(ural 3(yle ol Anukbxm
ca(beclral, ornaten(8, caryt83 acl Toct8 ol
T3cnp(ton3 are repea(ec! T arcbl(ec(ure ol clUTerer
par(8 ol Oeor8ia. One 3bomulc! cH3(T8w3b (be HTb-
dTODy Msdip(fA ol Owl8y, (be 8ol ol Basll
(ba( ba3 amaloSwes T (be lapléary T3cnp(ion3 ol
8ye(13(3kboyeH, 8ar(aY131, Alayercb, N lol{@M11cla
acl sbloT8byire ea(beirals.

XIV.
Tunwpalldy, X-X1 cenlldnes. Besle(l eburcb 18
loca(ecl 1n (be yMla8e Besle(l, 20 Te(er8 a\lay (rot
(be Fatons Besle(1l arcbec! bnc!8e. The ruT3 \yKness
ola Tonasiic coTplex ex13(18§ (bere a( 30Te (HMe T
(be pa3(. The ca(beclral 13103(1ly cletob3sbecl ancl Ju3(
only ey con(ours can be 3een on (be 3urface. A lar8e
cons(ruc(ton a( (be nor(b-ea8( §cle ol (be cburcb near
(be rock TcKica(es (o (be MoHrrooTs on (be uroumnc! Moor
connec(ec! (o eacb o(ber by narro\\ alsles. Moreoyer,
o(ber rnT3 ol (be bullclt§ can be clearly seen arcl
connrt (ba( once (bere exl3ecl a bu8e ToOMasiic
coTplex. 1( 13obytouns (ba( (be Tona8(ery belongecl (o
a 8181iican( cburcb cen(er ol (be MblcWe A8es.

The Besle(1l Bnc!8e. Arounc! X-X1 cen(unes. The
Besle(1l Bnc!S8e 13 a Tecbeyal arcbec! 3(one br™e a(
8nkburuw, also known a3 (be Oween Tartar BnclSe.
Thbir(y-Wye Te(ers T oyerall len§(b arcl ewbl Te(ers
bl8b, (bl3 3T81e-arcb brc!§e 18 bul'( ol MTe3(one bars,
lacacle Tacle ol cbessec! 3(one blocks wbb Ma( bnck
layer3. Accorclt§ (o TU.Cbublbisbylll, (be arcbl(ec(
ol (bl3 TecMeyal Oeor8ian tonwuTten( bac! explorec!
pecubarllles ol (be nyer wben cle3i8nT§ (bl3 brc!8e.
The bncl8e Tee(3 eyen (be 3(anclarcl8 ol Toée T brilue
bwklna ancl Ncan bear vp (0 8 (on3 ol T(ennTable
car processton. Tbl3 ktc! ol 3(ron§ anc! (ecbblcally
\yell-buwl( bnc™e Tn3( baye been cons(wc(ecl on (be
\yay ol (racle anc! polllical swnkOcarce.

LLle baye plen(y ol 3Tl ar bnc!8e8 T o(ber re§on3
ol Oeor§la, T par(tonlar, an kon arcbec! brcl8e T
Kar(H, (be 3oncblo bnc!8e T AcYara, a cascaite ol
arcbec! bncl”es 1 (be bl3(oncal 3ou(b Oeorwa (Tao
Klar|eun).One (be \ye3(ern ec!8e ol (be arcbec! bnc!8e
orne can inc! a one-Hne T A3ot(ayrnH 8cnp(ton, (ba(
reack :'Y(Aob6)s [30”g(o)r)] y((03060005)01, [6¢]
°® 0 robotas b(™)4(3)35C06 'O[(3c”030”0] [3030005

‘Cbr13(, Orea( borcl, please Ble3s (be
Knn§ ol Knn§s, 1n3uperable Ba8ra( T bo(b \Yors” .
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Oe3pl(e (be ac( (ba( (be 1n8crlp(10n bears (be nate ol
(be kT8 BaSra(, people callecl (be bncl8e aiter Tatar
In (oken ol 8rea( loye anc! re3pec( lo\Warcl3 ber. Bo(b
(be T3crip(1on anc! (be bjmcle belon§ (o (be ercl ol (be
10(b anc! be81ITHI8 ol (be 11(b cen(ury.

Curren( conciiiion ol (be brclue: Yeuelallon layer
ba3z been retoyec! I'roT (be bricl§&. Tbe Oeor§ian
AszoT(ayrub 1MBerlp(lon bas pariially aurylyecl.

XV. 81.Ceor8e cburcb oC T3keHkan, yllla8e
Kecbkbo-T3kblr!, Cal nuuHcupaMCy, X1 cenlUry.
The cburcb 18 3Kuna(eé 20 kT alyay 'ror OaH. K
\ya3 bulA( wniter (be nate ol 8(.Oeor§8e bu( local

Besle*l Cburch. Y1lla8e Beskii w 8okblupeople call 1 “T3kebkarl (ba( Teans “Tbe 8a(e3

ol curse”. Accoréln§ (o (be Abkbarlan ar( exper(
1,.8bar\'asblclre, (be cburcb represen(3s an oun((ancbng
exaTple ol Oeor§ian arcbl(ec(ure ol (be 11(b c. Three
lapklary anc! 3eyen 'resco 1M8crip(lon8 are kno\\nrrot
3cien(1/ic no(es (ba( wiiness abou( cons(ruc(ion ol (be
cburcb 11 (be 11(b c. vncler inbla(Ye ol 30Te reHSwoun3
per3on Merklle anc! \yKb con(rlbu(lon ol local noble
levclal clonors. 1n (be Mollo\yT§ cen(uries (be cburcb
uricler\\eln al(era(ton-re3(ora(ton processes lor seyera!
(ire3. 1n (be 17(b c. one ol (be cburcb clonors anc!
renoya(or \ya3 apparen(ly 'rot (be Cblcbua rariy.
One ol (be represen(a(yYes 18 clepic(ec! on (be I'resco
nna8e ol (be cburcb \\a 113 \yKb (be releyan( Oeor§lan
wmscrip(ton mnclernea(b.

XVI. T3ebebla Cburcbes, Culnpsbl
TunklpaH1ly, X1 c. T3ebebla Cburcb ol 8(.Teyclore
II(b c. In (be oun(3k1113 ol T3ebelcla T (be 19(b c,
(be Ansslan arcbaeolo§18(, coun(e3s Praksoyia
Nyaroya cWscoderec! a cburcb (ba( la(er \ya3 ¥Y13l(ec!
by 1).Bakracl/e. Bo(b researcbers clescnbec! (be
IMBCNp(10M Fovné T (be bulAing (ba( reaé (ba( (be
cburcb \ya3 erec(ec! a3 a 3wn ol reyerence (o\yarcls
8(.Teyclore. K 13 bulA( ol clrese<l arkl caryec! 3(ornes
(ba( Take Taryebus pleces ol ar(. The3se retarkable
3(ones lasclnalecl Tany explorers T (be 60-70 3 ol (be
XX cen(ury arcl (bey \\ere par(lcularly UYesiglecl by
ar( exper(8 Nke K.8cbTerln§ anc! b.Kbrusbkoya \ybo
accorcbn§ (o 3bape parallels anc! analo8mes Srounclecl
(ba( (bese pileces bore resetblance (o Cbnsidan
arcbl(ec(ure ol eas(ern anc! 3ou(bern re§lon3 ol
Oeor8la.Presen( concllon ol (be cburcb 13 nnknoturn.

T3ebela Cburcb olf 8(.Anclrely (be Apos(le .
X1l ¢. Tbe Kunzzlan arcbaeolo813( Praskoyla Lllaroya
lovncl an icon ol 81.Anclrep\ 111 (be ruT3 ol one ol
(be cburcbes m T3ebela. Tbhe 3lyer- §11( icon bac!
a Oeor8ian 1MCrip(lon (ba( con(ainec! a 3(ory ol (be
cburcb buHclm 1(be nate ol8(.Anc!rew (be Apo3(le3
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by a protwen! Oeor8lan bl§b-rankt§ 8oyerntenl
olliclal a* LLle roya! cownii- Abulasan, Lle 3on ol lob.
AccorcHn§ 1o LLe bl3tOnca! amalys13 o!'Llle T3cnpiion
LLle cburcb \\a3 erecleclT Lle lasl ywaller ol'LLe 12l c.

Tsebelcla Cburcb ol 8MNOeor8e. XTT-XTTT
cenllne3. Kwns ol a Cbnsian cburch \yiib a bw N T§
veTall bayT§ Oeor8ian t3cnpiion on K \ya3 lounc!
4KwWw 1o Ule easl: ol T3ebelcla w 1988 by Lle Kwn3sian
arcbeol02181 1.Yoromoy. Tbe Tt3cnpiion Tenuonec!
on8T3 ol bwblT§ LLle cburcb ol'81. Oeor8e. AccorcHn§
lo Le amalysl18 ol Lle T3cnpiton k Tm3l baye been
ereclecl T Lle 12-13LL ceniiTes. Presenl: conc!kion ol
LLle cburcb 15 unkno\\n.

T3ebebla 1con ol 81Callenne, XI cenlUry. 1n
LLle 803 ol Lle 19LL c. a clata8ecl kon \ya3 [ounc! T
Tsebelcla Ll ba3 8ol ra§e ol 8l.Calllenne T [l
bewb* 111 e cenldr ol LLle kon. On accoun* ol Lle
ckunaue ol e kon only one barc! ol 81Callerte
18 3een. On boll 8Icles ol Lle balo ol 81.Calllenne
an explanaliory T3cnpihon- (““(0od5) 33(c>)(3(0)
(nobg”) “8rCalllenne” 18 le§lble. Two-Hne Oeor§lan
Asonldywl Tt3cnpiion T [rb-arro\\ecl 3cnp! 18
caryec! oul on Llle lo\yer n T ol LLe kon lraTe anc! K
1e113 3 abown! an unknowun cburcb clonor-a noble laédy
Mary. AccorcHn» 10 ain ancl paleorrapblc Mealvrecl Llle
kon ol 81.Calllenne belon83 1o ore o? onMancbn§
exatples ollle 11l c. Oeor8ian aii.

Tsebebla 1con ol81. Aobn LLe Bapiis!, XI cenlUry.
In e rnT3 ol an olc! cburcb ol T3ebellla T 803 ol LLe
191 c. was lounc! an kon LBl baé 3Myer-8ik &are.
Tn We cen'ra! pai ol e kon \ya3 patlecl an ira8e
ol 81. ,1obn Llle Bapii3! \ybose lace 15 no{ Yisible a*
presenl” Tbe 3aT1! 18 LUrnec! LI LLle n8bl: anc! 1331anclng
\ykb barc!s ralsec! up 7 pleacbn§. There 18 a Oeorgian
T3cnpion “3at{.1017" T Lle nubl ancllen corner ol
LLle balo. Anoller t3cnpion 17 Lle lo\yer parl ol Lle
1con 1e113 n3 abonl: 30Te 8aba, LLle 3on ol MakH LLlalis
eTbelllsber ol'le kon anc! cburcb clonor. Slccorcinc
lo aii anc! paleo8rapblc Mealllres LLe toon ol81.1obn Ll
Bapii3! represen”3 a Tasterpiece o(' LUe 11l cenllry
Oeor8ian eTbo831n§ aii.

T3ebela 1con ol 8L.Anclrely Llle Apose . The
kon ol 81 Jinclrely Llle Jipo3llc (roT T3ebelcla cburcb
presenl3 an on(3lanc!T8 plece o!"ai. Tbe icon 13 Tacle
ol 3l1yer. Only 3oTe ITa8tenl8 ol K baye 3urywec
anc! k bas a Oeor8ian 1n3criprion Lal con”ats
T&rTaon aboul: aproTineni Oeor8ian bl§b-rankr§
8oyerntenl olliclal nybo \ya3 Mecburcblelmk1iil:8e81
anc! Erl5laylerl8layl axX Llle royal cowuin cliring Lle
rei8n ol Knng§ Tartar- Abwu!asan, LLle 3on olMob yybose
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ancesl.ora \yere orl«lmally & ot OaH-T8ebelcla §orge.
[ve 1o Llhs reason Abwulasan buik a cburcb aiier
81. Anclrely Lle Aposle anc! cloralec! Lle toon of 8i.
Anclre\\ 1o k.

XVII.Cbutunsbl cburcbe». CaH 71 n K 1pallly.
X1 cenlnry. 1n UWe tomnlaln cbat ol Lle ylllaSe
Obuturisbl T 603 ol Lle 20U c. Le Abkba2ian
arl expeii b.8beryasblcl2e él3scoyerec! cburchb LLin3
\ybere an anclenl Oeor§ian A3otlayraH 1113Clipiion
\ya3s lounc! cunn§ arcbaeolo8lcal excayaiion. Tbe
T3cnpinon 1el13 n3 abown! 8aSclukbl: “Llle Ouneen ol LLe
Owneens" al \\bose bebes! Lk cburcb anc! Llle cross
\\ere ereclec!. Accorcbn§ o cbronlclcs “Llle clueen ol
umeens” 8a8clmkbl: wa3 a noble nyotan anc! Llle \yke
ol Ocl)sbl er13(anl erwlNt (pnnclpal), \\bo \ya3 Ll
clonor anc! biudcler ol LLe cburcb T Obutnrisbl. Boll
LLle cburcb anc! LLe T3cnpiion are clafecl ioT Lle 11U
c. Curren”™ conclkion ol e cburch: Only rnTs baye
retalnec!.

I cburcb o Obuturigbl, X1X cenlUry. There 18 a

basllica 1n LLe cenler ol LLle yllla8e Obutunsbl, K \ya3
builin Le 191U c. on LLe TMaiiye olMoca! populaiion.
There \ya3 no cburcb 3erylce clvrifg Lle 8oylel MTon
pertoc! anc! LLley nsec! i1 a3 a 3Corebouse ol LLle coleciiye
lann. A! We be§inwn§ ol Lle 2131 c. \yben people
cleanec! Tany loTb3 Oeor8ian T3cnpions \yere
cnscoyerec! Lllere. Tbe epkapb3 \yniien 111 Oeor8ian
MkbeiliwH 3cnpl Tennon nate3s ol Le local lMeclal
nobleten: e ETkbyan anc! LLle Ancbabaéxe.

XVIII. N<1ntll«a cburcb. Ylla~c
b ikba2nur8a, CaH TtunlClpalky, XI cenlury. The
YilMa8e B 1kbarur§a \yblcb \ya3 callec! “01LU T31pun”
belore 1952, 13 localecl 7 Lle 3omlll-easr paii ol
Abkbarlan loolllll3 on Lle M8b1 bank ol Lle nyer
En8uri. ThIz naTte 13teniionec! 1na bkl.oncal noyel ol
LLle MaHan callloiic T13310nary, Arcban§elo batbeiil
ané on Le Tap ol 1654 \ybere eyen Lle cburcb 13
potlecl. batbel1 \yrkes: “Tslpurla Tonaslery \ya3
bulk on Lle yalley, rX LLe riYer Engurl. 1 13 curreniy
In LLle banc!s ol our people. Tyyo cburcbes are Jolnec!
lo8elller. One ol LWWeT 1B natec! aiter Lle Holy Molller
ol Ooc!, anc! anolLler one- aiier 81. Oeor§e”. N 3eeTs3
1bal Myo mnkeé cburcbes exislecl T T3lpurla T lale
Mclclle A8e3 Llial were wncler conlrol ol callloHc
niisstonanes by Le Ticlc!le ol e 171U c.

Koly LLe retaT3 ol01kbarur8a cburch are cal/lec!
81. Barbare cburcb. Al Llle be§TnT§ ol Lle 20U c.
30Te peasalls lounc! Ayo 3lone wnles 1t Ve rnT3 ol
LLle cburcb. One ol LLe LLle3 bears LLe iTa8e ol'a cross.
Bel:\yeen Lle b0OM20n(al anc! yeilcal bars, on Lle lei
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18 éeproliecl an 1ra8e ola rman T lvll-len8Ll The wan
15 $1anclt8 WYi(b bancl5 ral5ecl T pleacHn§ posllre anc!
benllo\arc!sa Llle cro88. Aboye Llle \ erlical bar3 o!lllle
cro88 ané Inllle n§M unk one can noHce an T3cnpiion
T MkbegrnH tenl:owng Lle arcbkec! o!" Lle cburcb
-On8ol Calal:02nkbnl8e8l. The T3cnpiion belon§5s 1o
one ol Lle earbe51 8aTtple8 o!" Le Mkbeclrull 3scripl
T \yeslern Oeor§ia. Currell conclUton ol LLe cburchb:
Bolll LLle T1lenor ancl exlenor o!"LLe cburchb are T poor
COMNCLLKON.

XIX. Cwnihaya Cbwurcb. CaH TuwcipaH(y,
Y1-YUW, XV XVII eerHunes. Accorcltg {o anciienl
Oreek anc! Byralllte cbrotcles, Cuclaya represenrec!
nnpoHan! reH8woun5 cenleriioT anaen! rites. 2n8ar51
lorlre55 nyas loca*ecl Llere Llial \ya3 one ol He yaluable
lorcarion polnl5 o!’\ye51 Oeor§ian Parlka kw§(loT.
1n We 7 1o 10 cenllne3s one o!" e Nour arcbbl3bop
episcopacie3 \ya3 localecl T Owuckya. M 15 known Llla*
LLle 51k T§ ol LLle unkec! Oeor§ian kT§c1oT, BaSral
M Ba8raftoT (978-1014) abro8al:ecl LLle ep15Copaey T
Cuclaya a5 k \ya5 a Oreek reH8tom5 celller ancl reStOrecl
K W Becba.

1nklally Owuclaya cburcb rT8bl baye been
corblmiclecl T Le 7-10LU cenllnes bu! lafer T Lle
Mticlle A8e5 Kk wurk3enyelll 518wiicanl akeralnon5
acl rebloravion5 lor 3eyeral MT03. The resllraiion
proce55e5 bell T Lle 15l c. are conneclecl \ykb
Llle nate5 ol Lle local lewclal Kabala anc! bl5 \yke
Muwartblra Lkl are Ttelltonec! 1 Lle ornalie 8lone
1He5 Momnic! 7 LLe cburceb yarc! ol Ouéaya. On LLe back
3lcle ol e Lles Le cro53 Lrnec! on( 1o be clepiclecl.
There 15a LUree briec! Oeor81an t3cnp”on IM5icle Le
otaten! Wa! tenton5 Le cburcb clonor5 Aabal ané
Thlwartiika. Tbere 15 al3o anolller TscmpHon curyec!
oml \ykb LLle naTte ol a geacon. Bolll T3cnpions acl
reSloral/lon ol LLle cburcb cble back 1o Lile 15U c.

XX. 8okbunH lNor~ress. 8okbww tntupall K,
1-M cenlWlnes3, XVIII ccnlury. 1n LWe cbronlcles ol
anaerHanc!laler penoc! 8okbuww Moiressappearsuniier
cblTeren! mateB: 8eba5lopoH3 [oiiress, 8eyasl:opol,
8ayalopol, 8ana*opol, Payasla, Pollo MeSrelo, elc. a5
a loynor a por! T 8ate8relo Pnnapalky T Oeor8ia.
1n Prencb 8eo8rapblc publcaiions ol Le 17LU c.
8okburT 15eyen relerrec! Loa5 a capkal ol'8are8relo
(lean Bap!)51: bw3 Clrel, Nocbol Oelacrols, elc.) A5
Tenllornecl preyton5ly, Oeor8ian bl5lorlans callecl K
T5kbunn anc! Le 51 nole5 abow “T5kbutl lorlre55”
belon§ 1o LLle 8LLI c. 1 LLle \York5 oPOeor§lan bi5lorlan
vianbbe”,

The bl5lory ol sokbuTl loriress 15 relalecl 10
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AoTtan occupa™on. Tbey cawe 1o L5 place T
Llle 151 cenldry BC anc! bumik a lollre55 L1 nartec!
8ebablopolls. Al Lle be§1nnln§ ol Lle 6LL c. 8okbuT!
wa3 wuncler conlrol ol Ea31 Kotan (By/anune)
8oyerror. 1n Llle penoé oP gsassanié-Byraniine Lllar
(542-562) Lle ByralllTe ETperor 1uslimlan | callecl
oii-lle anny 'roT 3okbunn loiress anc! ae 1o 113bect
K preyeniin8 HoT beil8 capllreé by g8assaTé lran.
1n UWe year 565 be resforec! Llle 3ate Tlorfme58 ancl
FO\n T3kbwuTl ancl consec|uetly w Le 7LU cenllry k
\yas protolecl a8ain. 8eba5lopoH5 loriress reTainec!
a 518nlllcanl; 31xon8bolcl5 lor ByxanHne lor uuke a
1on§ peroc! ol MTe wnll beln§ sackec! by Llle Arab
conuueror Martan Il 11 736. A(ler\arcl8, Le [o\\n
cate 10 be knoten a3 TskbwuTti WWat becate one ol
e To3tr nnpoHan!: Co\ns ancl cllaclel5 ol Lle \Ye51
Oeor8ian sMe- Kln8clot ol E8M51- AbkbareH. An
epl5copal:e \yas e5labluilicel Lilere a3 \yell, i Lle periocl
ol Tewclal prosperin8 (X1-XLU cenllnes) Boll Lle
10\yn arc! MoHress patlcuiarly Mownnsbect a! L5 penoc!,
allllonsb Llle re5iclence ol T3kbww En3saYi \yas no\y
Ba8ral’'s Ca5lle.

Al lle be8UTLMNS ol Le 14l c. Le Oenoese
eblabl5bccl  Leir sbort-Tyect tracn§ Tlacllry 1
TskbuTi. AccorcHn» KO \W25lern cbroTcies, 8okbutl
(Tskbwuty) Toriress \yas Lle re5léence ol Cclisbl
Erl5layl: MmblaYl (Heacl ol Principallly) Llen. There
Ocbsbl I'r!51a\1 nwvbla\l anc! Mancuallrllkbuisel al
e royal cowi, Yatekb | Tacban! (1384-1396)
TinLecl coln3 Lal were calle<l “T3kbutnn [lcur' or
“8eba5lopoH5 AS5lra”. AccorclTt8 10 Llle cbronicies,
Yatekb Il lNMacHanrs resblence aslo appearec! HO be
m T3kbunil. Belore La! e Krm\n ancl Llle Monress
\yere capllrec! by Onotans i1 1453, nexC Mte Lley
dAl Kk a8aT 1n LLe seconct ball ol e 16LL c. Sue 10
plciuresclve coablMne anc! \norclerTul locavon Llle
OioTtan callecl k “Lle seconc! 15lanbul™. 8Tce L5
perlocl s8ukbuTl Tort becate a 518nllcanl 3iron8
pemri lor Turks 11 Abkba/la. 1n 1724 Llley catecl ouni
senous re5lorallon \yorks \n Llle [oriress, LUrning i
1110 e Twurkisb Mo/iress ol 8ubut-Kale ([oliress ol
gukburw). Holyeyer, a! LLle enc! ol LLle 18LL ¢. 8okbwurwu
becate LLe re51éence ol Abkbareli pnnclpal ané anbe
saTe MTe LLe re§ion becate a Lleaire ol \\ kie5preact
5laye Iracle. 1n 1810 sokbwunii MolMre85 \yas conuuerec!
by Le Kus5lan ETplre yyblcb \yas suppoilect by Llle
belr o' Abkba2ian bowuse ol 8beryasblicize- Otorsi
8beryasbl(12e. 11ncler Avb51an occupa™on Llle IolMlxess
uncler\yenzt seyeral 518nllcanl akeratons \YiLll Llle 1a51
one clvnn§ LLe soyiet Yrvon.
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XX1. Ba8ral's Caslle, 8okbww Mwuuwcupallly,
X cen{ury. Tbe caslle natecl aiier {be Oeor§ian KT§
BaSra{ Ill Ba8ra{toT {Ha! \ya3 {be kr3{ kT§ olUnLLlec!
Ceor81a, 8{ané3 T rut3 on a bll on {be leii bank
ol {be Besle{l nyer, T {be 3ou{b-ea3{ern poiiton o!"
8ukburt. One Sronp d™ researcbes consler {baf{ {be
cas{le bac! been bwk Tuchb earHer anii T {be re)8n ol
BaSra{ T {be penoc! ol 1lale 10{b or LLUb cenlline3 k
\ya3 vnclarcnlally reno\alecl a8art.

Thbe ca3{le 18 cbarac{enrec! by builclng {rackiions
rele\anl lor Barilicaon conskuciions ol nor{U-\ye3{
Oeor8ia. The 3ury1yY 18 8{ruclUres are \yalls ol™an oyal-
3bape ecllirce \ykb a reclan8ular lo\\er emarcliny 1be
er{rance «alelyay, \ubleb 3bouys {races ol vncler8rovncl
nTnel8.LWcler {be concHiion3 o™{be nnflec! Oeor§lan
Ktuyclotr (X-XYcenldnes) wncler KT8 BaSra{ I,
{be Torlres8 becate 8okburw (T3kbwuw) ckaclel. A{
{be 3aTe penoé (X-X1¥) k \yaz 3eryT§ a3 {be 3eaf
ol Tskburw Princlpal. 1n {be 161b cenlUry, \yben {be
{own’s cblel 3ellleTten! Toyecl {o 1be \\e3l. on {be
n8b{ bank oP {be nyer, 1be ca3{le nya3 abancbnec! anc!
el {o W 1w ruTs.

XXI11. Anakopla Tlor(ress. lyena Mowun(, a!

AlMos. LLsMonca! Anakopia 13 loca{ec! 30Te 20
KT alyay rot 8okburw, a! {be lop ol {be lyerlan
Mowullar. 1n {be 19LL. c Il \ya3 callec3 ThbEy Alio3.
Tbe lo/lres3 ckaclel ol Anakopla 13 ereclec! on {be
TowKaT, 350 Teiies aboye {be 3ea leyel. Accorcbn§
lo {be Oeor§ian bl3{onan Yakbusbii Bauralow cTbe
{o\yn ol Anakopia 3lancl5 a{ {be eclS ol {be 3ea’,
{bere \ya3 a beauLLI'bl 10\\n bk oyer {ke 3ea arcl laler
acbrec! by {be Bagraf{toww”.

Anakopia [Moiiress 13a iielense bwlcng \ykb 3{one
\yall3 arovnc! 1/k 3ke ol {be ckac'el, \\aIlilo\er3, 3ie8e
pool arkl HTe3 3loyes. A 3TaH Cbris{ian cburcb 13lcle
1be [orlress was ol ureal! irporiance 1ball3claled 'roT
7-8111 ceninres. 8ote 8plenchbcl ormarteT ra8Tenl8
ollaler perlocl can be 3111l c11811n8118beclin lbe reTaT3
ol (be cburchb.

In 1be 803 of {be YLU cen{ury Anakopia
nyas a resiclence or Abkazian erl3{ays (beaiiz o!
pnncipaH{y). 1n 735-738 years Arab Ibrces l&l by
Mar\Waun Il {be 13eal” (Abn ‘Abcl Al-MaHk Marwan
1bn MubatTac!.) \\ere clelealecl af Anakopla by {be
niifecl {"orces ol ("aull ensg{ax1 Mbl anc! Arcbl! anc!
beon | o Abkbazia. ba{er {be 1la3{ Arab CaHpb (744-
750) \ya3 lorcec! {0 leaye Oeor8ia. A{ {be ené ol-{be
8{b c. beon Il o'Abkba21a cleclarec! blTel"iir3{ a3 a
cottancler anc! lafer a kT8 o! Abkbazia. He mnkeii
{be \\ Volc \\'e3l Oeor§la anc! Toyec! {be capl{al I'rot
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Anakopia {o Kun{ais.

Alier vnllcafion ol Oeor81a Anakopxa [oiiress
becate one o™ {be T03{ 818nliicar{ "“ePease poT{3
o!" Oeor8ia anc! \ya3 res{orec! by {be §oyernten{ [or
seyeral {ire3. Koyal arty \\a3 8{ancbn§ a{ {bl3 poln{
anc! cklenci™ nor{b-\ye3{ borclers o!- {be couniiy.
OwurT§ arcbaeolo§lcal excayalions a coT ol {be KT§
0!-Oeor8la 0lor§l Il \ya3 lounc! \ykb {be 1Mkcrip{lon
“Cbr13{! Ble3s Criorst {be kI1n§ ol Abkbar3 arnc!
Oeor8ian3 anc! {be Cesar! “ 818nllcan{ repalr anc!
res{ora{ion \york \ya3 belé in Anakopla o/lress curing
K|'n« o lorsl Il. 8eyeral Oreek T3crip{ion3 are kno\\n
'rot Anakopla [or{ress3, incicun8 3oTe TecHeyal
8ralll{1 {ba{ T a 1Ny baye cuk 'mnc{lon.

\Yben a{ {be enc! ol {be 15{b c. Oeor8ian 8(afe
wa3 cbyiwec! n{o kT8cwT-pnncipaillles Anakopla
Mr3{ belon8eé {0 Abkbar Erigay3 anc! lafer becate
resblence ol J1Ibkka/ §oyernors.1n {be 17Mlc. Anakopla
\\a3 conc|uerecl by Turks anc! {be reslclence ol Abkbar
8oyerrnors \\a3 conyeyec! {0 blkbnl. Allenyan/l3
Anakopia \yas 16/1 11 ruT3 anc! Abkbars callecl k
“P31{skba”.

1n 1876-1900 wmncler Kusslan ETpire, a Tonasic
coTplex ol 8{. Pan{eleiron \ya3 bul/{ on {be terryory
ol Torter Anakopla {ba{ 3eryec! a3 a brancb ol"Kusslan
Tonas{ery on Mowun{ A{bos.

A3 13e\ «clenl I'roT all aboye-Ten{10necl, Taprky
ol 13fed cukural tonuten{3 \yere crea{ec! 1n {be
pertoc! olka/|ka kT8cloT (1Y-YI ) E8n31-Abkbaze{l
kin§clot (903 ol {be 8* c. 703 d™{be 10ic) anc! {be
unl{ec! K|nuclot ol Oeor8ia ('rot {be 10{b {o 15{b
cen{ur'es). Kolyac'ay8 {bey are 3kua{ecl \Y1{kln borc'er3
o! presen{-clay Abkba2ia bu{ {ben {bey \\oulc! belon§
{o one d" {be bl8{orical pa/i3 d™ Ceor8ia-Oé&isbl
3aens{ayo (pnnclpall{y). 1n {be 16-17* cenllne3
WAen Cawucasuns tomn{aln people 3far{fecl T 18ra{in§
on {be {errfory oP Abkbazia {bey 3{ar{ecl oppressil§
na()ye Oeor8ian popula{l0M anc! clryir’§ {bet ow{
ol {be {errfory HO\arcla Ock3bl prrcipak{y anc!
corzesver{ly {be borcler o™ Ock3bl pnncipali{y \ya3
cban8ec! a3 \yell. Mincler {be preserk clrcurs{ances {be
Tonuten{3s ol nwume yalne \\ere no{ crea{ecl bwu{ {be
ex18{1r18 ones \yere Sraénally beln§ éetob3sbec! on {be
{errkory o™ Abkbarla. Thl3 18 cer{llecl by c1e801a{10n
o!' Blobykka, Becka. Orancla anc! olLler cburcbes {ToT
{be 16-17{b cen{uries. Llror{una{ely, \ye encour{er
{be 3aTe 3kmallon a{ {ke be8lnnlng ol-{be 903 ol {be
20{b c. \\ken TaJon{y olpopulavon \\'a3 on{cas{ I'rot
Abkbarian An{onoton8 Kepubbc anc! {be 3epara{1g{
8oyernTten{ carnec! on{ res{ora{ion yyorks {ba{ 3pok{
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an(ben(1Cyy ol Mon, Beclla, 3Sranck ancl 8L 8lwon
Cananaean cburcbes, bikbni, Oa8ra arc! Cbuburkblnp
cburcbes aulMer ot \\te(cHeclness. Tbe Teniionec!
cburcbes \yere ob3seryec! by a Ans3sian represen(a(lye
o!- 1COM \ybose repon reyeal3 cleplorable 3(a(e
ol (be TonuTten(3 0" Abkba2ian Ta(enal cubure.
Tbe repoii 3ay3: ‘a3 3een 1rot obseryaHon o"
Tonutenrs (bey To3(1ly reuw’re carryT§ oul cowwplex
conserya(ton operaion3s T orcler (o be pro(cc(cc!. Tbe
opera(ton3 Tclnée: clearn§ anc! MoinllyT§ (be (\yall)
cons3(ruc(ron, con3eryT§ 1( \\Kb 3pecial cotposllonmn;
T3(allT8 pro(ec(t§ coyer (rool) acl (kanuwe &OT
(be \aW3; 118b (T8 a8aT3( 3al(y 8rayel anc! Mte 3curl:
lorullMcalk)n ol (be Mouncblions, e(c.

Ano(ber problet 13 T(eryen(ion anc! \Wrul
ne§H8ence o!"cburch m3ers (cburcb 3eryan(s, res(orers,
8Cien(i8(s) (ba( resml( T cbs(oon ol bls(oncal
mnaSe anc! clata8e ol!l an(ben(k cotponen(s ol
(be wonuTen(s. Exatples are lMon cburcb 1ra8e
cbs(oii 10n ([acac)e \ybl(ent§, clotes), Orancla cburcb
(Pon( replaceten(), Becba (bo(cbecl ITe3co3 (bronsb
nyec(on). Trsullcien( concern anc! con(rolbn§
resources 'rot (be 3icle ol local TonuTen (3 pro(ec(ton
an(bon(les ol (be KepubHc ol" Abkbarla cause (bl3
cleplorable 31(ma(ton (bere.

TakT8 T1(0 consiclera(on paiilcular yalve ol
bl3(oncal Tonwnen(3 on (be (errKory o!" Abkbarla
proyl3lon ol ceiilllec! prolresstonal res(orers 18 rewurec!
\yblle uncleiakt8 (bese opera(ton3. Moreoyer, (be
re3(ora(ton yyork 3bou!c! be per&rrec! accorcbn§ (o
conyen(tonal ru'es anc! approyec! by 3pebla! clocuten(3
(pro)ec(, prolec( ol Ters, en8§teenn§, (ecbnolo8ioal arc!
Te(bocbcal recottencblions, e(c.) Le can conclucle
I'roT (be aboye- Ten(tonec! repoii (ba( allt(erna(tona!
8lanclarcls o!" cul(ura! ben(a8e pro(ec(ton are ytola(ec!

Jlntepartypa:
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on (be (ern(ory ok (be occvplecl Abkbarla. Tbe
“Yeblce Cbalier” cleclares (ba( bl3(oncal anc! cml(ural
TonuTen (3 on (be occuplec! (ern(ory are Tytolable anc!
“\ye are obH8ec! (0 pa33 (bl3 ben(age T (be LM ncbness
ol (beu an(ben(1Cy (o nex( Senera(tons. Mon anc!
Becba ca(beclral8 baye 1o3((belrbls(oncal anclaes3(be(to
yalue aiier (be 30 callec! “re3(ora(ton” procecblres arc!
(be unky connecuny, (be pa3s( anc! presen( ba3 8one.
The 1n(erna(torial laly atec! a( pro(ec(ton o!7cml(ural
ben(a8e relers (0 (bl3 nbl(y. AccorcHng (o (be “Yewce
Cbaiier” ‘tonnTten(3 are T3eparable &oT (be bl3(ory
(bey \WYi(nes3’ ancl (bey Tm3( be preseryec! T (beii-
(raclLitonal ertronTten! 1n 1995 1 Noera, ]Japan, a(
an T(eta(tonal a ne\\ clocuten( “blara OocuTen(
On Awu(ben(kn(y” \\a3 purposenglly crea(ec! T orcler
(o pro(ec( cul(ural ben(a8e ol eonllc( re§tons. Tbe
clocuten( 3(a(es: ‘Cul(ural ben(a8e clhyersl(y ex!3(8 in
()we anc! 3pace anc! reuuires respec( (o\yarc!s cli/'eren(
cubwures anc! 3y3(et3 ol" (belr yalues. 1n case3 \\ben
cul(ura! yalues appear (o con!llc( nyKb eacb o(ber, (be
prinblple o!-respec( (o\yarc!5 cul(ural cbyer51(y reumires
recog8nifton ol cul(ural yalme 1le§blTtacy be(\yeen
31cle8. The re&rrecl clocuten( 18 basec! on bo(b “(be
Yenice Cbaiter” anc! (be conyen(ion !'rot Koyetber
16, 1972 “Tlpon Pro(ec(lon ol' \\;alll Cul(ural ancl
Ka(nral HerKa8e”. Oespi(e all (be aboye-Ten(lonec!
clocuten(s, a cennat &rra(lon o” people lec! by
30Te 8ell-cleclarec! Besanon Aplh on (be (ern(ory
ol occupleé Abkbazia, (ry (o Tl3approprla(e cul(ural
ben(a8e (ba( cloes no( belon§ (o (bet, al(er i anc!
clele(e (races o!-Oeor8ian cul(ure.T1nror(Mna(ely, (bl3 13
no( only (be a((etp( o” clele(1n§ Oeor§ian (races, bu(
al3o uproo(in§ Abkbazian bl3(oly, 103T§ (belr iclen(y
aric! (bus, aclap(t8 eaally (o (be ac(na! reaH(y.
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nna AXANAAL3E
JokTop wmnctopumn, npoeccop CyxyMCcKOro rocyapctseHHoro yHmeepcuteta (Fpysunsa)

FPY3NHCKWE NAMATHUKN MATEPUANIbHOW KYNIbTYPbl - ABXA3U4A

(KpaTknin 0630p)
PE3IOME

leorpadnyeckme pamky TONoHMMa «Ab6Xasnsi» MEHANNCb B TeyeHWe BEKOB. IHOCTpaHHble MCTOUHWUKM
YNOMUHaNM Nog 3TMM Ha3BaHMeM cHavana 3anagHyto [py3uto, a 3aTem BCHO CTpaHy. TeppuTopums COBPEMEHHOW
Abxa3nm Bxoamna B coctaB ABXa3CKOro KHshkecTBa (CaspucTaBo) . B pesynbTaTe pacnaja €4MHOr0 LieHTpa-
NIM3NPOBAHHOI0 TPY3UHCKOrOo (heofanbHOro rocygapcrea B XV B. HblHELWHAA TeppuTopms AbXxasmm BXOANIIO0
B Mpefensl cHadvana VIMepeTMHCKOro uapctea, a 3atem Oauulickoro kKHsxectea. B XVII B. B pesynbrarte
NPOLO/MKEHNS LPO6NEHUS TPY3NHCKUX (heofanbHbIX FOCYAapCTBEHHbLIX 06pa3oBaHMn BO3HMKIO Abxa3ckoe
KHSXeCTBO. ABXa3CKOe KHSXKECTBO Obl/I0 TaKMM >Xe 06pa3oBaHUEM KaK W ApYrve rpys3snHCKUe LapcTea U
KHSKECTBa.

Ha coBpemMeHHOM 3Tane M3yyeHWs TPY3NHCKOro Ky/bTYPHOro Hacnems MHOrOUYUC/IEHHYI0 U pasHoobpas-
HYI0 MaTepuanbHyo KynbTypy A6Xa3cKoro permoHa MOXKHO YC/I0BHO Pasfe/iuTb Ha YeTblpe OCHOBHbIE TPyNMbl:
I. ApXnTekTypHble NaMATHUKMY; |1, MaMATHUKKN gpeBHeln nucbMeHHOCTH; Il pennrnosHeble npegmetsl; 1V. Ma-
Tepwnasn, NoNyYeHHbIN B pesysibTaTe apXeosorM4ecKnx packonok;

[JaHHaa Knaccudukaumsa ycnoBHa, X0Ta B HacTosLLee BPpeMs OHa AeCTBUTENIbHO OTpaXKaeT HEKOTOpPbIA 06-
WMiA 061MK NaMATHUKOB MaTepuanbHOM KynbTypbl Abxasnn.

I. ApXMTEKTYpHbIe NaMATHUKWN NPeACcTaBAAloT co60 Hanbosiee MHOIOUUCEHHYIO Tpynny abxa3ckon ma-
TepUanbHOM KynbTypbl, N UX KOJIMYECTBO COCTABASAET NPUMEPHO 60nee COTHU. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO 60/bLUMH-
CTBO 3TUX NAaMATHWKOB CErofHs BbIFNAAAT pa3pyLeHHbIMW, OHU UMEIOT CBOKD MUCTOPUID Pa3BUTUA. ApPXMTEK-
TYPHble MOCTPOMKM B CBOKO OYepeb COCTaBMAAIT ABe Hanbonee MHOroYMCNeHHbIe NOAMPYNMbl MaTepUanbHON
KynbTypbl Abxasuu: a) MaMATHUKM LEPKOBHOr0 3044eCTBa; 6) MaMATHUKN CBETCKOro HasHavyeHUs. MoHacTbIp-
CKMe KOMMJeKCbl, CO60pbl, HEOOMbLIME LIEPKBU M XpaMbl OTHOCATCA K MEPBOW rpynmne; BTOpas rpynna obb-
eANHSIET KPEMnocTW, MOCTbl, CTOPOXXEBble GalliHW, ABOPLbl FPaXAaHCKOM U KPYMNHOM LIEPKOBHOM (heofanbHO
3HATU U T. 4.

Il. MaMATHMKN ApeBHEN NUCbMEHHOCTU COCTaBAAKT OAHY M3 CaMblX MHOTOYMUCAEHHbIX TPYMNM B KynbTyp-
HOM Hacnegum Ab6xasuum, KOTopas B CBOIO O4epefb NoApasfenserca Ha Ase rpynnbl: 1. 3nurpaguueckme na-
MATHUKMN, 2. Pykonucy (HanucaHHble Ha MSArKom matepuane); 3. Hymusmatnyecknini matepman ¢ COXpaHmBLUM-
MUCA HaNUCAMMN.

1. Snurpagmyeckme NamsaTHUKL NpefCcTaBfieHbl NanngapHbIM NnucbMoM (ry6okas pe3b6a Ha KamHsXx),
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YeKaHKOW (HaAMMCK Ha MKOHaX, KPecTax, pasyHbIX LepKOBHbIX NpeamMeTax) U (peckoBoli pocnucelo. BeTpe-
yalTcsa anurpamuyeckme NaMATHUKN, HAAMMUCU Ha TPY3MHCKOM, FpeqyeckoM, SIaTUHCKOM WU TYPeLKOM fA3blKax
(apabckum andasntom). Cpegun Hmux 6onee 100 rpysMHcKux Hagnucen. CyuiecTByeT 6onee TpugLatn rpeve-
CKMX Haanucer. XpoOHOM0rMa rpy3sMHCKNX Hafnucei, MMeLWwmMx NCTOPNYECKOe 3HadYeHne, OTHOCUTCA K 8-9
BekaMm. ['peyeckue HagnmMcm B OCHOBHOM OTHOCATCA K IX B., XOTSA BCTpeyarTcs rpeveckue rpadpgputun Xl B.

Ha TeppuTtopmn A6Xasuun HalgeHbl MHOFOUYUCEHHbIE HYMU3MaTMYecKre 06pasLibl, KOTOpPbIe B OCHOB-
HOM O06GHapy>eHbl B palioHe Cyxymu, B AHakonuiickon kpenoctu (MBepckas ropa), JINxHu u gp. BonbWnHCTBO
MOHET UMEIOT TPY3MHCKNE N BU3aHTUIACKUE NPOUCXOXAeHMSA. COrnacHO Hagnucsim Ha rPy3MHCKUX MOHETax,
OHW NpUHALNEXaT rpy3sMHCKUM Lapam barpaty 1V (1027-1072), leopruto 11 (1072-1089), Aasugy 1V Ctpou-
Tento (1089-1125). Kpome TOro, 6b111M 06Hapy>XeHbl cepebpsHble AeHbIM, KOTOPble MECTHbIE XUTEe/N Ha3blBa-
nm «Lxymypu TeTpu», a reHyasybl - «Cesactononuc Acnpar. B gpesHeid Mpy3nn Cyxymu HasbiBancsa Lixymu,
a B TATUHCKNX UCTOYHUKAX, KaK 1 puMsHe, ynoMmnHaetcs kak Cebactononuc.

M3 LepKOBHbIX NPeAMETOB Hambonee WHTEpPecHbIMU sBnstoTca beguiickaa 3onoTas Yawa, Mnopckas
CepebpsaHaa Yawa, LlebenbgmMHcKMe MKOHbI CB. EkaTepuHbl, MoaHHa KpecTnTens u cB. MKOHa, MoAapeHHas
Oasugom VI HapuHu Nnopckomy cobopy, BUuBMHTCKas nkoHa MpecBaToi boropoanubl U NPOLLECCHBI KPecT
EBgemoHa YUxetnase v MHOroe pgpyroe.

Bonbwoi wuHTepec Bbi3biBaeT larpckas 6asmnmka VI B. Tak Kak OHO ABASETCS OAHUM U3 LPEBHEN-
WX 06pasL0B rPy3MHCKON apXMTEKTYpbl Hayana CpefHUX BEKOB, a Takxe beawniickasa wn Mnopckas LEepKsw.
OfHako cerofHa B OKKYNMPOBaHHOW A6Xasuu BeayTCs He 3aKOHHble pecTaBpaunoHHble paboTbl rae poc-
CUICKasa CTOPOHa MeHsieT 06/IMK TPY3MHCKMX MCTOPUYECKMX NAMATHWKOB, CneayeT OTMeTUTb, YTO CTEHbI
Mnopckoii LepkBu nobenunu, a Ha Kpblwe YCTaHOBWUAN HE CBOMCTBEHHbIA FPY3UHCKUM LEPKBAM Kymnos - B
pe3yfnbTaTe XpaM MOTEPAN CBOWM MepBO3AaHHbIN BUA. YUNTbIBas 0COOYIO LLeHHOCTb 4N [py3nm UCTOPUYECKUX
NamMATHMKOB Ha TeppuTopun Abxasuu, lMpaBuTenbCcTBO py3snm  Hanpaswuio oMuUnanbHOEe MUCbMO B Mex-
LYHapOAHbIA MCCnefoBaTeIbCKUI LLeHTP N0 COXPAHEHUIO M pecTaBpaLymn KynbTYpHbIX LeHHoCcTel, Muccuio
HabnogaTenein EBpocotosa, MexayHapoaHbli coBeT myseeB, FOHECKO. [Monaraem, 4To MeXAayHapoAHble
opraHmsaLmm JOMKHbI UCNOJIb30BaTb UMEIOLLMECS B UX PACMOPsHKEHWUW CPeACTBa, YTO6bl OCTAHOBUTHL LieNeHa-
npaBneHHOe YHUUTOXeHNe rPy3MHCKOro MCTOPUYECKONO U KY/IbTYPHOI0 Hacneaust Ha OKKYNMpoBaHHOM Teppu-
Topun pysnn. Kpome Bblllie OTMEYEHHOTO CNneAyeT OTMETUTL, YTO «BeHeumraHcKasa XapTua» npoBo3riiaLlaeT,
YTO MaMSATHUKN UCTOPUM WM KYNbTYPbl Ha OKKYNMWPOBAHHOW TEPPUTOPUN HENPUKOCHOBEHHbI N «Mbl 0653aHbI
nepegarb 370 Hacneane BO BCeM 60raTcTse ero NOA/ANMHHOCTU Ceayowmnm nokoneHuam. Cobopsl Nnopu v be-
VS YTPaTWUAM CBOKO UCTOPUYECKYHO N 3CTETUYECKYIO LLIeHHOCTb MOC/e TaK Ha3blBaeMbIX «pecTaBpaLMOHHbIX»
npoueayp.
MexayHapoAHOe Npaso, HanpaB/eHHOe Ha 3alnTy Ky/bTYPHOro Hacnefmns, CCblaeTcs Ha 3TO e4UHCTBO.
CornacHo «BeHeuLMaHCKOW XapTum», «<NaMATHUKN HEOTAENMMbl OT UCTOPUW, CBUAETENEM KOTOPOW OHW ABNS-
IOTCA», Y OHW JO/KHbI ObITb COXPaHeHb! B CBOEM TPajULMOHHOM BUJE.
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