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Abkhazia (Apkhazeti in Georgian, Apsny in
Abkhazian), the historical and geographical province
of Georgia, is situated in the North-Western part of
the country on the Black Sea coast, between the rivers
Enguri and Psou. The River Psou and the Greater
Caucasus separate the autonomous republic from
Russian Federation while the Kodori and Abkhazian-
Svanetian mountain ranges of the Greater Caucasus
and the River Enguri — from the neighbouring
Georgian regions of Svaneti and Samegrelo. The
area of Abkhazia is 8700 square kilometres, which
comprises 12.3% of the territory of Georgia [1].

The Greater Caucasus spreads from the North-
West to the South-East of Abkhazia. The following
peaks of the Greater Caucasus are located within
Abkhaza: Dombay-Ulgen, Gvandra, Ertsakhu,
Pshish, Aghepsta. There are several pathways across
the Sancharo, Adzapsha, Alashtrakhu, Ptishi, Nahari,
and Magana passes of the Greater Caucasus. There
is a pathway to Svaneti through Khida pass. In the
past centuries the Marukha, and Klukhori passes were
used for trading and communication with the North
Caucasus [2]. The Greater Caucasus steeply descends
to the canyons of the rivers Bzipi, Chkalta, and Sakeni.
The mountainous part of Abkhazia is occupied by the
spurs of the Greater Caucasus. The Gagra range is the
most Western of them. Then is the Bzipi range, which
is linked with the Chkhalta (Abkhazian) range. To the
East the Kodori range divides r. Kodori basin from
the basins of rivers Mokvi, Ghalidzga, and Enguri. Its
part to the Khojali Mountain is called the Abkhazeti-
Svaneti range, while the part west from the Khojali
Mountain is called Panavi range [3].

Abkhazia is a mountainous country. 75% of its
territory is occupied by the moun- tains and foothills,
while the rest is covered by the valleys and lowlands.
In some places the mountains are situated directly at
the seashore, in other places there is a gap between
them. In the North-West, on the left bank of the
River Psou, the valley continues for 10-15 kilometres
between the sea and the Caucasus. Then the Gagra
range comes directly to the sea. To the South-east

from Gagra the mountains gradually recede and the
narrow seaside valley zone transforms into Bichvinta
(Pitsunda) lowlands. To the South- East from Bichvinta
(Pitsunda) the mountains again approach the Black
Sea and nearby Akhali Atoni leans against it. To the
South-East from Sokhumi the seaside zone gradually
widens and beginning from the left bank of the River
Kodori, passes into the Colchic lowlands. The seaside
zone is usually straight but the Gagra, Bichvinta
(Pitsunda), Bombora, Sokhumi, and Skurcha bays [4].

In the middle flow of the River Kodori, to the
North from the Kodori range, the highland region of
Tsebeli is situated. In the upper reaches of the River
Kodori another

highland region Dali can be found. In the upper
flow of the River Bzipi, between the Greater Caucasus
and Bzipi ranges the mountainous region of Pskhu is
located. The mountainous side of Aibga is situated in
the source of the Psou river. The River Psou divides
it into two parts. Most of Aibga is in the territory of
the Russian Federation, while a small part (160 km2)
is in the territory of Georgia. The name Aibga means
“evil ridge” in Adyghe language. According to the
dominant point of view, Pskhu is a composite name
consisting of the Circassian suffix - ps (water) and
the Abkhazian suffix -khu/-akhu (mountain, hill).
The name Tsebeli is derived from the name of the
early medieval castle Tsi- bili/Tsibilium, which is
mentioned in Byzantine sources. The name of the
fortress is con- nected with Tsipeli (Megr.-Svan —
Tsipuri, Tsipra, Tsipelita), the Georgian name of the
beech [5]. An interesting opinion has been expressed
lately, that the name Tsibili (of the Greek sources)
derives from the Megrelian word “chibili” (“firmly
built”). According to popular belief, the name Dali is
derived from the name of the Svan hunting deity and
means “Dali Kingdom” [6].

Abkhazia is covered with the dense net of
the rivers, which belong to the Black Sea basin:
The Psou, the Bzipi, the Kodori, the Gumista, the
Kelasuri, the Ghalidzga, the Mokvi, and the Enguri.
The River Psou (length 53 km, basin size 421 km?2)
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is the border river of Georgia and Russia. It flows
from the mountain range of Aibga and falls into the
Black Sea near the village Leselidze. According to
the established viewpoint, its name de- rives from
the Adyghe language and means “quick, swift river.”
To the South-East from the Psou the River Mekhadir
(length 15 km, basin size 23 km?2) flows. Its source is
located on the South-West slopes of the Gagra range.
The Mekhadir falls into the Black Sea near the village
Gantiadi. The longest river of Abkhazia is the Bzipi
(length 115 km, basin size 1510 km2). It begins from
the Adange pass on the Southern slopes of the Greater
Cauca- sus, at the height of 2640 metres above sea
level. It falls into the Black Sea near Bichvinta
(Pitsunda) cape. Bzipi is a modern name of the river.
It was called “Kapoetis Tskali” (the River Kapoeti)
till 1820s. This is a Georgian name and derives from
the name of the fish “Kapoeti,” which belongs to the
family Salmonidae. “Kapoeti” is a large variety of
trout which dwells in this river [7]. The hydronime
“Bzipi” supposedly is also of Georgian origin as it is
associated with the name of the plant “Bza” (Buxus).
The main river of Abkhazia flows along the valley
where boxwood is the dominant tree [8].

To the South-East of the Bzipi flows the
Mtchishta or Shavtskala (Black River), the karst river
with its source at the South slopes of the Bzip range
and falls into the Black Sea to the West of Gudauta. In
the Medieval times it was called “Mitsis Tskali”, i.e.
“Earth River” (Underground River) as its great part
flows under the earth. Its Abkhazian (The Mtchishta)
and Russian (The Black River) names represent the
translation of the original Georgian name “Shavtskala”
(“black water”). To the South-East from the Mtchishta
the

River Khipsta (length 33 km) flows from the
Southern slope of the Bzipi range. It falls into the
Black Sea near Gudauta. Its Abkhazian and Russian
names (The White River) are also the translation of
the Georgian name Tetrtskala. In the Middle Ages this
river was called the Zupu. The name of the political
centre of the Abkhazian Princedom in the 17th-19th
centuries — Zupu (present-day Likhni) — has derived
from this river, because it was located on its banks [9].

A small river, the Psirtskha, flows into the Black
Sea northwest of Akhali Atoni (New Athos). In the
Middle Ages it was called the Anakopia River after
the old fortress-town, Anakopia (present-day Akhali
Atoni). To the South-East of the Psirtskha the River
Gumista flows and joins the Black Sea west of
Sokhumi. The River Besleti flows into the Black Sea
within the boundaries of the present-day Sokhumi.
In the Middle Ages it was called the River Tskhomi
after the city of Tskhomi (now Sokhumi). To the

82

East of Sokhumi (near the village of Kelasuri) the
Kelasuri River joins the Black Sea. The largest river
(in Abkhazia) to the southeast of Kelasuri is the River
Kodori. It flows in the Dali Valley and joins the Black
Sea South of the village Adzubzha (Historical name
Shkatskari /“The Middle River” in Me- grelian/, the
same as Shuatskali /in Georgian/, which was directly
translated into Abkha- zian as Adzubzha). The name
“Kodori” has Georgian etymology and has derived
from the word “Kad” (common-Georgian for water).

The significant river is the Mokvi. It starts
from the Southern slopes of the Kodori range and
joins the Black Sea near Ochamchire. To the east of
Ochamchire the River Ghalidzga flows into the Black
Sea. In the Middle Ages it was called Egristskali (“The
Me- grelian River”). The name Ghalidzga is of the
Megrelian origin and means “the bank of the river.”
Initially it was the name of the riverside village. On
the South slope of the Kodori range starts the River
Okumi and falls into the Black Sea near the village
Gudava. The name Okumi is of Georgian origin (it
has derived from Megrelian “Kumu”) and means
“the place where flax is cultivated.” At first it was the
name of the village and then it became the name of the
river. The right tributaries of the Okumi are the rivers
Tsarche (The Dadistskali of the Medieval Georgian
sources) and Okhodje. The left tributary of the River
Okumi is called the Didi Eristskali (Ertistskali of the
historical sources). To the East from Okumi flows
the fast and deep River Enguri. It takes its source in
Svaneti from the glacier Enguri and joins the Black
Sea near the village of Anaklia [10]. The old name of
the river is the Eguri and has derived from Egri, the
tribe which lived mainly in the lower reaches of the
river [11].

There are many lakes in Abkhazia. The following
should be singled out: Ritsa, Small Ritsa, Blue Lake,
Mzi in the Bzipi basin; Amtkel, Kvarash, Adueda
Adzij, Derikvara Adzish in the Kodori basin; Inkiti,
Great Bebesiri, Bebesiri, Papantskvili in the coastal
area [12]. Lake Ritsa is located at the height of 884
metres above sea level in the lupshara (the right
tributary of the Bzipi) Gorge. Ritsa is the deepest lake
in Georgia (101 meters). The banks of Lake Ritsa
are surrounded with the mountain slopes which are
covered with the conifers and mixed forests. Because
of this, Ritsa is considered to be one of the most
picturesque lakes of the Caucasus. The small but very
beautiful Blue Lake is located on the right bank of
the River Bzipi, close to the Black Sea. Lake Inkiti is
situated in the Bichvinta (Pitsunda) valley nearby the
mouth of the River Bzipi [13].

The geographic location determines Abkhazia’s
climate. The Greater Caucasus pro- tects it from the
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cold Northern winds. Warm, never freezing sea and
rapid mountain rivers create a humid subtropical
climate. The atmospheric precipitation ranges from
1300-1500 to 2200 millimetres throughout the year
[14]. Approximately 55% of Abkhazia’s territory is
cov- ered with forests. There are over 2000 varieties
of the plants in Abkhazia. The main varieties of the
trees growing in Abkhazia are: Oaks, hornbeams,
maples, linden, beeches, chestnuts, walnut trees, firs,
pines, boxwood, etc. There is the pine relict grove
on Bichvinta Cape, where the State Reserve was
established in 1926. There are also the alder forests
in the South-East Abkhazia, where the swamps are
still preserved. The unique ex- ample of Abkhazian
flora is boxwood with the (an) average height of 10-
12 metres. The boxwood groves are preserved in the
valleys of the following rivers: The Zhoekvara, the
Bzipi, the Gegi, the Ghalidzga, the Gumista. The top
part of the Abkhazian mountain ranges is covered by
Alpine grasslands [15].

The rich and multifarious natural landscapes
define the diversity of fauna in Abkhazia. The red
deer can be found in the Ritsa forests. There are
West Caucasian turs and chamois in the subalpine
and alpine zones. The forests are populated by fallow
deer, bears, wolves, jackals, foxes, badgers, martens,
squirrels, rabbits, etc. From the avifauna we should
mention eagles, hawks, griffons, falcons, Caucasian
snowcocks, pheasants, quails, thrushes, hoopoes,
seagulls, etc. In the rivers and lakes are found trout,
Colchic barbel, catfish, sometimes salmon and the
Black Sea sturgeon. For the protection of the useful
Flora and Fauna the Bichvinta-Myussera, Gumista,
Ritsa-Avadhara, Pskhu State Re- serves have been
formed [16].

Abkhazia is rich in useful minerals. We have to
mention Tkvarcheli and Bzipi coal deposits. There
are also deposits of lead, zinc, copper, cobalt, baryte,
dolomite, gypsum, limestone, clay etc. The valleys of
the Kodori, the Sakeni, the Bzipi, and the Avadhara
rivers are especially rich with mineral waters. There
are thermal waters in the vicinity of Tkvarcheli,
Sokhumi, Akhali Atoni, and Gagra. The gorgeous
nature and unique mineral waters turn Abkhazia into
the richest health resort and create great conditions for
the development of tourism [17].

According to the 1989 census, the population
of Abkhazia comprised of 525 061 people. Among
them Georgians were 239 872 (45.7%), Abkhazs — 93
267(17.8%), Armenians — 76 541 (14.6%), Russians
— 74 914 (14.2%), Greeks — 14 664 (2.8%), other
ethnical groups — 25 804 (4.9%) [18]. There were five
administrative districts (Sokhumi, Gulripshi, Gali,
Ochamchire, Gudauta), one territory subordinated

to the Gagra city council, seven cities (Sokhumi,
Gali, Ochamchire, Gudauta, Akhali Atoni, Gagra,
Tkvarcheli), and five urban-type settlements (Bzipi,
Bichvinta, Gantiadi, Gulripshi, Myussera) in the
Abkhazian Autonomous Republic in 1991 [19].

Sokhumi, the capital of the Autonomous Republic,
is one of the ancient cities in Georgia. Toponym
Sokhumi derives from the Georgian word Tskhomi/
Tskhumi and means “hornbeam™ [20]. It is mentioned
as Dioskurias—Dioskuriada—Dioskuria in the ancient
Greek sources [21]. According to the antique
tradition, the name originated from the mythical
Dioscuri brothers, al- though it is possible that the
name of the town was the Greek comprehension of
the old Georgian name since “dia” means “mother”
and “skuri” means “water” in Megrelian [22]. In
the Ist century B.C. the Romans named the town as
Sebastopolis [23]. In the Georgian Medieval sources,
the city is named Tskhomi or Tskhumi. The 12th
century arab author Ibn al-azraq al-Fariqi is the first
who mentions the city as “Sukhum” [24]. Ottoman
Turks also called the city Sukhum or Sokhum [25].
The Turkish form became “Sokhumi” in Georgian
and “Sukhum” in Russian. The Abkhaz name for
the city is “Aqua.” For the first time, this name, in
its Georgian form “Aqu,” is denoted on the territory
of Sokhumi on the map of the Western Georgia com-
posed at the royal court of Imereti Kingdom in 1737.
It is interesting that next to it the “Tskhumi Fortress”
is also designated [26]. In the 19th c. the Russians
adopted the Turkish form “Sukhum-Kale” and were
using it till 1920s. From 1936 they replaced the form
“Sukhum” with “Sukhumi” [27].

Gagra is one of the most important resort centres
in Abkhazia. In the Middle Ages it was called Gagari.
This name means “narrow pass in the canyon” in
Old Georgian. On the left bank of the river Bzipi, on
Bichvinta cape, there is a resort city of the same name.
There is a pine relict grove on the cape. The Georgian
name of this tree-plant gave name of the settlement.
The ancient Greeks took the Georgian “bichvi’-
“pichvi” (Greek — “Pitios™) as Pitiunt [28]. Bichvinta
is denoted in the form of “Petsonda” on the Italian
naval maps of the 14-15th centuries. “Pitsunda,”
the Russian and Abkhazian name of Bichvinta, has
derived from it [29].

The city of Gudauta is located at the mouth of
the River Gudow. This settlement emerged through
the separation from the village of Likhni in the 1830s.
The name derives from the name of the river on which
it was built. Originally both the settlement and the
river were called Gudava. (Gudow is an Abkhazian
form of Gudava.)

Akhali Atoni (New Athos) is located at the mouth
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of the River Psirtskha (“The River Anakopia” of the
old). According to the 6th century Byzantine authors,
the fortress-city of

Trachea was located in this place. Its name is
a Greek translation of the old Georgian “Ughaghi”,
which means (difficult to traverse, impassable
place). It was called Anakopia in the Middle Ages. In
historical sources, namely in “Kartlis Tskhovreba,”
for the first time this name is mentioned in connection
with the events of the 730s. From the beginning
of the 19th century it was called Psirtskha (“river
mouth” in Abkhazian), although some maps still
mention the name Anakopia. In 1875, the Russian
authorities opened a branch of the Russian monastery
of St. Panteleimon on Mount Athos. The monastery
received the name “Novi Afon” (New Athos).

Urban-type settlement Gulripshi is located on
the left bank of the River Machara, at its mouth. It is
mentioned in historical sources from the 1830s. The
name in the Abkhazian language means “the Gulias’
dwelling, the Gulias’ water,” which indicates that the
Georgian clan of Gulia lived there. At first the village
was called Kvemo (Lower) Gulripshi, which was
renamed as Gulripshi in 1975 and received the status
of an urban-type settlement [30].

The city of Ochamchire is located southeast of
Gulripshi, on the right bank of the River Ghalidzga,
at its mouth. It was founded in the 1830s. The name
derives from “Ochemchiri,” which means “vast field”
in Megrelian. In the Ancient times, the Greek col- ony
Gyenos was located in the vicinity of Ochamchire,
at the mouth of the River Mokvi. In 1967 the form
“Ochamchira” was officially adopted as the name of
the city in Russian [31].

The city of Tkvarcheli is located at the source
of the River Ghalidzga. The name is Georgian
(Megrelian) and means “wooden staircase.” On the
17th c. Italian maps there is a settlement under the
name “Tkvaja” (the Italian form of the Georgian
toponym) in this place [32]. In the 1930s, in connection
with the development of the coal industry, an urban-
type settlement was established there. In 1942, the
workers® settlements of Tkvarcheli and Akarmara
were separated from the Ochamchire district and the
city of Tkvarcheli was created [33].

The most south-eastern city of the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia is Gali. It is located on both
banks of the River Eristskali. In the Middle Ages, the
village of Gogieli was located in this place. In this
form the name appears on the Italian maps of the mid-
17th century [34]. The village Gali is denoted on the
1861 map of Samegrelo. In 1886, the Samurzakano
district included the Gali community with the villages
of'the First Gali and the Second Gali. “Gali” is derived
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from “Ghali,” which means “brook” in Me grelian. In
1932, the urban-type settlement Gali was transformed
into a city [35].

The indigenous population of Abkhazia consists
of Georgians and Abkhazs. Ab- khazian and Georgian
languages belong to the Iberian-Caucasian language
family, Geor- gian —to the Kartvelian language group,
Abkhazian — to the North-Western or Abkhazian-
Adyghe language group. The latter, along with
Abkhazian, includes Abaza, Adyghe, Kabardian, and
Ubykh languages, which are spoken by the kindred
North Caucasian peo- ples: Abazins, Adygheans,
Kabardians, Circassians [36]. Until the late Middle
Ages, the Abkhazs were culturally and historically as
Georgian as the population of other indigenous parts
of Georgia (Kartlians, Kakhetians, Megrelians, Svans,
etc.) and ac- tively participated in the formation of the
Georgian state and Georgian culture [37]. According
to Niko Berdzenishvili, “Abkhazia was Georgia and
Abkhaz was as Georgian, as Hereti and Heretian, as
Kartli and Kartlian”[38]. In the late Middle Ages,
the new groups of Abkhazian-Adyghe descent
migrated from the mountains and the ethnic picture
of Abkhazia changed significantly. As a result of the
merging of the newly arrived Apsua-Abkhazs with
the local population (“old” Abkhazians — cultural-
historical Georgians and Colchis-Megrelians) the
current Abkhazs were formed as an ethnos [39].

In Soviet times, Abkhazian language had the
status of a state language. In this re- spect, Abkhazia
was the only autonomous republic in the USSR
where such a precedent existed. Currently, according
to the Constitution of Georgia (Article 2), the state
language of Georgia is Georgian, while, along with it,
Abkhazian is also a state language in the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia.

After the restoration of Georgia’s independence
on 9 April 1991, the Kremlin used the “Abkhaz
nationalism” to punish Georgia. The military
confrontation of 1992-1993, which was in fact a
Russian-Georgian war, was its direct result. The
consequences of the war were severe for both sides.
According to the official version, up to 10 000
Georgians and up to 5 000 Abkhazs were killed in the
hostilities. The separatists and their allies carried out
the ethnic cleansing of the Georgian population. Up
to 300,000 people living in Abkhazia, including more
than 200,000 Georgians, have become the IDPs [40].

After the 1992-1993 military conflict, the
separatist regime declared Abkhazia an independent
republic. Despite the Russian Federation’s open
military aggression against Georgia in August 2008
and the recognition of her separatist regions as
“independent states,” the international community,
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with the exception of a few states (Venezuela, Nauru, to the Georgian Constitution, Abkhazia is still

Nicaragua, ~Syria), unconditionally recognizes considered an autonomous republic.
Georgian state jurisdiction over Abkhazia. According
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BEKAH XOPABA
JoxTop ucropuu, nmpodeccop rpy3uHckoro yuusepeurera (I'py3us)

ABXA3HSI.
KPATKUM HCTOPUKO-TEOI'PAOUNYECKHUI OB30P

PE3IOME

B crarpe maetcs kparkoe MCTOpPHKO-reorpaduueckoe omnmcanue Adxasun. B ceBepo-3amamaHoit
yactu [ py3uu, Ha nodepexbe UepHoro Mopsi, Mexay pekamu Murypu u [lcoy, pacmonoxen oJuH u3
YTOJIKOB CTpaHbl — AOXa3us, SIBJISIONMASICS aBTOHOMHOM peciyonukoit B coctare [ py3un. Peka [lcoy u
maBHbIM KaBkazckuil BomopasienbHbI XpeOeT OTAENSIOT aBTOHOMHYO peciyOnuky ot Poccuiickoit
¢deneparun, a pexa Marypu u otrporu 6oinbimoro Kaekasza — Komopekwmii m Adxa3o-CBaHeTcKHii Xpeo-
ThI — OT COCEIHUX I'Py3UHCKUX pernoHoB — CBanetnn u Camerperno. [Inomans A6xa3uu paBHSIETCS
8,7 teic. kM2. CTonMIIa aBTOHOMHOM peciyonuku I. CyxyMu SIBJISIETCS OJIHAM W3 CaMbIX JIPEBHHUX U
3HaMEHUTHIX TOpo10B [ py3um.

Abxa3us — cTpaHa ropuctas. 74% ee TeppUTOpPUHU 3aHUMAIOT TOPHI M MPEATOPhs, OCTAIBHYIO
4yacTb — PaBHUHBI U HU3UHBL. B AOxa3uu MHoro o3ep: Puna, Anysna Ansnx, Jlepuksapa Ansui, Ksa-
pamn, Manas Puita, Amtken, ['ony6oe o3epo, Makut, bebecup, [Tananksunm u np. A6xa3us MOKphITa
rycroii ceTbio pek YepHomopckoro O6acceitna: Ilcoy, b3bion, Komopu, I'ymucra, Kenacypu, 'anunsra,
Moxksu, Unarypu. AOxa3usi HaXOAUTCS Ha CaMOi CeBEpHOH IpaHuile cyOTponuyeckoro mosica. Ias-
Helii KaBkazckuil BogopasienbHblil XpebeT 3aluinaeT ee 0T XOJIOAHBIX CeBepHBIX BeTpoB. Temoe,
HUKOTIJIA HE 3aMep3atoliiee Mope U OypHbIe TOpHbIE PEeKU CO3Ar0T MSTKUH, BIaXKHbII cyOTponudyecKuit
KJIUMAT. 3HaYuTeNNbHAas YacTh AOXa3uu, NpuOIU3UTENbHO 55%, MOKpbITA JJecaMu. 3/1eCh paclpocTpa-
HeHO Oosiee 2 ThIC. BHJIOB pacTeHMH, BKIo4ast 150 BUIOB JIepeBbheB U KyCTapHUKOB. OCTaIbHBIC KE
MPEJICTABICHBI TPaBIHUCTHIMU (hopMamMu. 31ech OOUTAIOT BUJBI )KMUBOTHBIX, XapakTepHbIe KaK st
PaBHHUHBI H TOPHOTO Jieca, TaK U JIISl BBICOKOTOPBs. [t 0XpaHbl ojie3Hoi (u1ophl U (hayHBI CO3/IaHbI
Punmncko-ABanxapckuii, [lexysekuii, [Iuiynnckuii, I'yMuctunckuii 1 Mrocepckuil 3al10BETHUKH.
Benukonennast npuposa v yHUKaJIbHbIE HICTOUHUKH NpeBpalnaoT A0Xazuio B Oorareinnyro KiuMaro-
JIOTUYECKYIO 3/IPaBHUILY.

OcHOBHBIM HacejieHueM AOXa3uu SBJISIOTCS TPY3WHBI U abxa3bl. AOXa3CKUH SI3BbIK BXOJUT B Ce-
Bepo-3anaHyto, abxa3o-ajabirckyo rpynny Moepuiicko-KaBkasckoil s1361k0B0#l ceMbu. C 3THOKYIIb-
TYpPHOM TOUKH 3peHUS], 10 MO3HET0 CPEIHEBEKOBbs a0Xa3bl ObUIM TAKUMHU K€ TPy3HMHAMHU, KaK U Ha-
ceJIeHHe APYTUX UCTOPUUECKUX MpOoBUHIM [ py3un (KapTIMHIbI, KAXeTUHIIBI, METPEJIbL, CBAHBI U JIp.)
¥ aKTHBHO yYacTBOBAJIH B ()OPMHPOBAHUM TPY3UHCKOM TOCYIAPCTBEHHOCTH M KYJIBTYPHL. B mo3mHem
CPEIHEBEKOBbE B pe3yJIbTaTe HATHCKA IOpIIEB — BTOPKEHUH U 11€JI€HANPABICHHOTO MEpeceeHus B
Abxa3uto xutesneit ropHoi 30861 3amaHoro KaBkasa, Ipon3onuid pagrKaaibHble STHUUECKUE H3Me-
HeHust. B pesynbrare cMeleHus NPUIILIOro TOPCKOro ¥ MECTHOTO TPY3UHCKOTO HaceleHUst chopMUpO-
BaJICsI COBpeMEHHBIN abxa3ckuii (ancya) atHoc. [1o mepencu 1989 r. Hacenenne AGXa3uu COCTaBIISIIO
525.061 uwenoBek. HanmonaneHblit cocTaB ObUT clieaytomuii: rpy3unsl — 239.872 (45,7%), abxa3bl —
93267 (17,8%), apmsiae — 76.541 (14,6%), pycckue — 74.914 (14,2%), rpexu — 14.664 (2,8%), octainb-
Hble 3THU4Yeckue rpynnbl - 25.804 (4,9%). Ilo agMUHHUCTPAaTUBHO-TEPPUTOPUATIEHOMY JIETIEHUIO
1991r. B AGxa3ckyro ABTOHOMHYIO PeciryOmuKy BXOIST 5 aAMUHUCTPATUBHBIX pallOHOB — | abCKmid,
Ouamuupckuit, 'ynppumnickuit, Cyxymckuit, ['ynayTckuit, a Takke moBeJoMCTBeHHAas [ arpuHCKOMY
TOPOJICKOMY coBeTy Tepputopusi; 7 ropogoB Cyxymu, ['arpa, I'amm, ['ynayTa, TkBapuenu, Ouamuupe,
Hogwiii Adon, 5 nocenka — b3pinu, ['antuanu, ['ynepunmmu, Mrocepa, [Tuiynna. B XV-II BB. 1o H.3.
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TeppUTOPHS HBIHENTHeW AOGXa3un BXo/mia B coctaB Koxuickoro napeTsa u moJHOCThIO ObLIa Hace-
JIeHa TJIEMEeHAaMHU B OOIIUHAMU TPY3WHCKOTO MpoucxoxaeHus; Bo 11-VIII BB. — B coctaB Drpucckoro
napcrsa (JIasukn); B IX—X BB. — B 3anasiHOTpy3UHCKOE IAPCTBO, KOTOPOE TPATUIMOHHO UMEHYIOT
«IlapcTBOM abxa30B» 1O Ha3BaHUIO €T0 Mpassiel nuHactud. [locie oopenuaenns [ py3un (XI), kax
SPHUCTABCTBO BXo/uia B ee cocTaB. B 70-90-e rogax XV B. equHoe rpy3MHCKOE TOCYIapCTBO pacnajia-
eTcs M TEPPUTOPHS HBIHEITHeH AbGxa3un Boimia B 3amanHorpy3unckoe (MMepernnckoe) napctro. B
50-x rogax XVIB. I'ypus, Ogumm u A6xa3us GpakTudecku oTAeTHINCh OT MiMepeTnHcKoro napceTsa.
[Tpu pemrarommeit mogaepxkke OcmaHckoi mmmepun abxasckue KHs3bs Ha pyoexe X VII-XVIII Bekos
CyMeJIH pacIlIMpUTh IPAHUILY HA FOTO-BOCTOK J0 p. Drpuckanu (HeiHe ['anua3ra), a nozauee - p. Ma-
rypu. B 1810r. Poccuiickas nmmepust mpuHsiza Adxa3ckoe KHsKecTBO (0T p. b3bios m0 p. ['anmmnsra,
6e3 L{ebenb bl ¥ APYTHX FTOPCKUX OOIIHMH) MOJ] CBOE KTOKPOBUTEIHCTBOY, € IIEJIBIO €10 MOoCe Iy ommei
okkymnanuu u aHHekcuu. B 1864r. Poccust ynpasnnuna AGxa3ckoe KHSIKECTBO W BKITIOUHIIA TEPPH-
toputo oT p.Murypu no I'arper B Cyxymckuii BoeHHbII oT/el, no3xke (1883r) nepenMeHoBaHHbBIN B
Cyxymckuii okpyT. Tepputopusi AOxa3uu MOUTH B COBPEMEHHBIX €€ rpaHuIax (UCKiodas cektop Me-
xagpip-I1coy) BrepBhie Obla opuImansHO Ha3BaHa « AOxa3ueit» B Mae 1919r., xoraa mpaBUTEIHCTBO
HezaBucuMon ['py3uHckoit Jlemokparnueckoit PecryOnuku mpu3Hamo ee aBTOHOMUIO B AOXa3CKui
Hapomusriit CoBeT mpuHSUI CIeNHaIbHOE OCTAHOBIEHHE O IEPEUMEHOBAHUH perHoHa. AGXa3cKasi aB-
TOHOMWS B HBIHEIITHUX IPAHHIIAX OKOHYATEIHLHO chopmupoBaiach B 1929 romay, korma PCOCP Bepuy-
na I'py3unckoit CCP teppurtoputo mexny pekamu Mexazsip u [Icoy. Bo Bpemst Boiinbr 1992-1993 rr.
Abxa3us Obuta okkynmpoBana Poccutickoit deneparueii.
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