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Summary: The issue of Taiwan and its impact
on the existing political relations between the United
States and China are discussed in this paper. The
author pays attention to the double standards of the
US, and its versatile political course towards Taiwan
and China. Modern political relations are given,
and the challenges and the current difficult political
situation that is felt in the relations between the parties
are presented.
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Introduction: Nowadays the struggle for
world redistribution has taken an active phase, next
to the big and developed countries which are now
considered superstates, there are new countries that
are strengthening their condition as time goes by and
are trying to have a say in an international area. Due to
its rapid development, China has become such a state
during the past three decades. Such fast development
in China has become a huge puzzle for the United
States.

During the XIX-XX centuries, Taiwan used to
represent one of the most important parts of the Far
East’s politics. As of now, Taiwan has become a widely
unacceptable state despite that it has international
support, especially from the US. The issue of Taiwan
is one of the most urgent and important topics for
China.

The purpose of this paper is to display the rivalry
between China and the US in modern international
relations, the rising importance of Taiwan in these
relations, as well as the importance of these processes
for the rest of the world.

Results: Many consider China an important
political competitor because of its rapid development
in the last three decades. It’s also worth noting the fact
that China has problems that are not easy to settle, nor
does the solutions for these problems seem to be on
board. These problems are domestic tension, foreign
relations with some of South Asia’s regions, and
demographic issues.

Two problematic territorial units are considered
in domestic tension: Tibet and Xinjiang. Uyghurs with
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ethnical and religious differences live in the province
of Xinjiang, whose origins are connected to the
group of Turkish people, and their religion is Islam.
China has mentioned numerous times that the west
is encouraging Uyghur and Tibetan organizations to
expand working to reach their desired goals, which
clearly creates problems for China in consolidating its
own prestige in the international area.

The issue of Taiwan is also considered in domestic
problems, which is one of the biggest topics between
two states’ political relations and has an effect on
the existing relationship. After the 1949 civil war,
China and Taiwan are ruled by different governments.
Taiwan has support from the international system,
especially from the US. Taiwan is in active diplomatic
relations with multiple countries. It was Taiwan that
represented China at the UN until 1972.

Due to demographical problems, China is facing
serious challenges. China has had the “’One Child
Policy” ever since 1979, which caused a dramatic
decreasement in childbirth. Since 2016 citizens were
allowed to have two children, but this step still could
not improve the previous problem. [2] President Xi
Jinping, later on, activated the *’Three Child Policy”
which was needed after the COVID-19 pandemic,
which caused a heavy burden worldwide. Based on the
latest census, experts have suggested that China will
be forced to lift all restrictions on birth rates because
the majority of the population refrains from having
lots of children due to difficult social background,
they also think that a low birth rate will also impact
on Chinese people living overseas. The process of
aging also has a significant impact on demographic
problems.

The problem of Taiwan is one of the biggest issues
in the relations between China and the United States.
Taiwan is an island, which is divided from China by
the strait. Nowadays it is ruled independently, has an
independent government, a population of 23 million,
has its own constitution, flag, anthem, army, navy,
or air force, and has political leaders with different
political views - which include different opinions
about the status of the island. Taiwan is a modern state,
it actively handles modern technological challenges,
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and is distinguished by an active civil society, free
media, and an independent judicial system.

The nationalist government of China has taken
refuge in Taiwan in 1949, which was led by Chan Kai
Shi, who previously was defeated by Mao Zedong in
a communist war.

In Taiwan, as early as 1947, the local National
Assembly was elected, later on, in 1948 Legislative
Council was elected, which its authority was defined
for life. During these reforms, Chinese President Chan
Kai was in power, during the years in which the US
administration sought to distance itself from Taiwan.
[5]

US attitude towards Taiwan changed in the
years 1950-to 1953, right after the Korean War.
Under a 1954 agreement with Taiwan, the United
States took responsibility for protecting Taiwan and
other islands under its’ northern jurisdiction. In the
same year that U.S. military forces were deployed in
Taiwan, the Senate authorized the U.S. president to
use the forces at his discretion to protect Taiwan from
military attacks. Taiwan also played an important role
for the United States, as it was from its territory that
Chinese air reconnaissance was conducted, involving
Taiwanese pilots. The information was encrypted
by Taiwanese specialists who made a significant
contribution to the processing of the information
received because without their contribution it would
be almost impossible to encrypt the conversations
which were in Chinese dialect.

We can say that 1972 was a special date in the
history of China, because Nixon, who was in China
for an official visit, openly admitted to Mao Zedong
that Taiwan was a part of China. Later in 1978 he
said that he was canceling diplomatic relations
with Taiwan. After this period China has become a
permanent member of the UN Security Council.

In 1979 the situation changed again and the
US renewed its’ economical, cultural and military
relations with Taiwan. As for arms supplies, even in
the years since the severance of diplomatic relations,
the U.S. has not stopped supplying arms to Taiwan
[1].

None of the states can have diplomatic relations
with the Republic of China and People’s Republic
of China at the same time. After the severance of
diplomatic relations with the Republic of China
during the years of Jimmy Carter’s presidency, the
U.S Congress passed the Taiwan Relations Act, which
included informal relations with Taiwan. It was under
this agreement that the United States was allowed to
sell arms to Taiwan in order to protect Taiwan from a
possible attack. The U.S.” relations with Taiwan and
China’s topic is known as an ambiguous policy.

It is worth mentioning that every president of
the U.S. has had different opinions about China.
Even more, in the years of the rule of one president,
changes in attitudes were observed. For example,
during his presidency, Bush openly stated that he did
not consider Taiwan to be part of China. China took
this announcement as a violation of bilateral relations.

Taiwan always had a special attitude from the
United States, it also had and still has support from
the international system, which leaves China with
quite a small chance of resolving its existing territorial
claims to Taiwan by military force.

In 2005, the Chinese government passed an anti-
secession law that allowed it to use force against
Taiwan if it demanded independence. [6]

In 2009, China and the United States agreed to
cooperate in the field of defense and deepen relations,
although no significant progress has been made in this
regard. Moreover, relations between the two countries
have been further complicated by the US supply of
arms to Taiwan. The Chinese media actively covered
the issue, noting that the U.S. took too much on itself
when it applied double standards and sold arms to
Taiwan. The government of China noted that this
action would seriously harm the existing relations
between the two countries.

Now about handling problems with military force
from China’s perspective - Many believe that China
does not have the capacity to do so, but we should
not forget that China has significantly increased its
funding for defense weapons to modernize its military,
and it is also actively working to build a navy.

It is worth noting too, that in 2008 the relations
between China and Taiwan was improved, in Taiwan
during the years of Ma Ying-jeou rule, which initiated
the first introduction of air traffic between Taiwan and
China. Taiwan was opened for Chinese tourists, this
fact is also proved by the statistic that the number of
Chinese tourists in Taiwan was increased. Ma Ying-
jeou’s goal was to ease inter-sectarian tensions and
use China’s economic development for Taiwan’s
economic development, so that’s why he was aspired
to achieve social and economic integration with China.
It was these factors, the stable political situation, that
enabled him to come to power in 2012 for the second
time, based on the elections. After 1945, for the first
time in 2015 historic meeting was held between two
leaders of the two sides of the strait.

Tsai Ing-wen won in the presidential election in
2016, which was followed by irritation from Peking
and so China cut off diplomatic relations with Taiwan,
which with all this also lost 7 diplomatic allies
who have brought China to a standstill. Taiwan is
recognized as an independent country by the Vatican
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and 14 other countries. There seems so a perspective
of regulating relations between China and Taiwan,
especially after Tsai Ing-wen also won elections in
2020. [7]

Despite the fact that the United States has
unofficial relations with Taiwan, It is the main
guarantor of its security and the supplier of military
weapons to the state.

In the Conference held in Tokyo, Biden answered
to a question if the US would protect Taiwan, with:
“’Yes, this is the responsibility, which we took
upon.” Biden’s statement was followed by protests in
China. Foreign Minister Wang Wenbin described the
statement as «interference in China’s internal affairsy
and said no country, including the United States, had
the right to interfere. [9]

At the present stage, Biden’s statement that the
United States will use military force in the event of
a Chinese invasion of Taiwan should not come as a
surprise, since a similar statement was made in 2003
during the years of George W. Bush’s administration.
When asked by Bush if the United States had an
obligation to protect Taiwan, he replied that: “’Yes,
we have a responsibility and Chinese people should
understand it. Military power is definitely an option if
China takes steps to conquer Taiwan.»

Trump won in elections in 2016, which was
followed by congratulations from the leader of China
Tsai Ing-wen, this was the first case of telephone
communication between the leaders of these countries
since 1979. Despire this, Trump signed the Taiwan
Travel Act, in 2018, which encouraged all kinds of
visits. In 2020, the law was signed where the US took
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responsibilities to Taiwan.

About the existing relations between China and
the US during the pandemic, it was a significant
impasse, as Trump has repeatedly emphasized in
his speeches that China has facilitated the artificial
creation and spread of the virus. As for China’s
position, it was actively involved in disinformation
and propaganda made by Kremlin, and did not shy
away from following the anti-US narratives.

Famous scientist Henry Kissinger announced in
2017 that China would not wait forever to unify with
Taiwan, [11] his words were strengthened in 2013 by
Xi Jinping, who noted that the issue of Taiwan should
not be passed down the generation and joining with
Taiwan would be one of China’s priorities. [12]

Conclusion: If China can and takes over Taiwan,
it will be China’s win over the US, which will damage
the image of the US in the eyes of Far East region
countries, and it will create more problems, including
for countries in the region may question US support
in Asia-Pacific.

It should be noted too that with the struggle against
the COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan strengthened it’s
place in the modern inernational system.

Worth mentioning that the US and China are
both global actors, that’s why, in a tense relationship
between the United States and China, it is virtually
impossible for international order to be permanent,
because in the creation of new world order, the role
of superstates is equally important. Changing political
situations is one of the biggest puzzles in modern
international society.
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COIIO YKOoIIous
JlokTOp connaabHBIX HAYK, ACCOMUPOBaHHbIH npodeccop Bocrouno-EBponeiickoro ynnsepcure-
Ta (I'py3us)

BJIUSIHUE TAMBAHbCKOI'O BOIIPOCA HA IIOJJATUYECKHUE OTHOIIEHUS MEXY
KHUTAEM U CIIIA

Pesrome

B MexnmyHapooHbIX OTHOLUEHMSIX OopbOa 3a mepenes MUpa HUKOTAAa He Tepssl CBOEH aKTyalbHOCTH.
CeroaHs Hap41y € BEJIMKUMU M pa3BUTBIMU rocyAapcTBaMH, KOTOpbIE MbI ceifuac Ha3bIBaeM CBEpXAeprKaBaMHu,
TMOSIBJISIOTCS] HOBbIE CTPaHbl, KOTOPbIe BCe OOJIbLIE YTBEPKIAOT CBOE MOJ0KEHUE M MbITAIOTCS CKa3aTh CBOE
CJIOBO Ha MEXIYHapOJHOH apeHe, 3a MocjaeIHUe TPpU AecaTuieTus, Onarogapsi OypHOMY pa3BUTHIO, TAKUM ToO-
cynapctBoM ctan Kuraii. Takoe GbicTpoe pazButie Kutas crano cepbe3Hoii ronoBoiaomMkoii anst CoeTMHeHHBIX
ITaroB Amepuku. Bonpoc o TaiiBane Bcerna ObuT U 0cTaeTcs BaKHbIM (PAaKTOPOM B MOJIMTHYECKUX OTHOLLIE-
Husax mexxay Kuraem n CIIA. O6a rocynapersa, Kurait u CLUA, aBnsStoTCs 1100aIbHBIMHA aKTOPAMU, TIO3TOMY
OTHOLIEHHS MEKY HUMH OKa3bIBalOT CYLLECTBEHHOE BIMSHME Ha CTAOMIIBHOCTh MUPOBOM MONUTHKH. CeroaHs
TaliBaHb SIBIIAETCS IIMPOKO HEMPU3HAHHON CTpaHON, HECMOTPS Ha MEX/TyHAPOAHYIO TOAEPIKKY, OCOOEHHO CO
croponsl CLIA. TaiiBanb paccmarpuaetcs Kuraem kak yacTb cBoeit Tepputopuu, a TaliBaHe He OTKa3bIBaeTCs
OT CBOEH HE3aBUCHUMOCTH, HeCMOTpS Ha nepemeHuuByto noautuky CLIIA. TaliBaHp monb3yeTcss MOLIHOM MO/~
nepxkoii CLIA, 0ocoGeHHO B MOCIIEHUE TO/IbI.
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