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DAVIT ISKHOMELIDZE!, IVLIANE SURMAVA?
PCR - AS ONE OF THE BEST METHODS IN THE DIAGNOSIS OF VISCERAL LEISHMANIOSIS
'TSMU Department of Molecular Biology and Parasitology; 2Tbilisi State Medical University, Georgia

SUMMARY

Modern medicine is increasingly based on the use of new research methods in diagnosing diseases.
PCR is one such method, which has been widely used in parasitology and significantly improved the
diagnosis of visceral leishmaniasis in our country. It turned out to be particularly interesting to use this
method in the case of visceral leishmaniasis relapses in Georgia, because molecular diagnostics allow us to
determine characteristics of the parasite, such as virulence and resistance to treatment.

In our opinion, it is interesting that according to the opinion of the deceased famous Georgian
scientist professor Otar Zenaishvili, that one of the reasons for the recurrence of visceral leishmaniasis,
among other reasons, may be the emergence of resistant forms of amastigotes that cause this disease to the
medicinal drug glucantin used in Georgia.
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