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Nana Pruidze
Akaki Tsereteli’s unknown letter about repressions of year 1906
Abstract

Part of Akaki Tsereteli’s creative legacy is still spread in different foundations or private collections.
Difficulty about finding these writings is that some documents in various binders do not have description.
Currently foundations are intensively being studied in order to create digital catalogues and whenever this
process is finished, many interesting documents will be displayed.

“Burning down Imereti during movement” is one of Akaki’s public letters which remained unknown
until today. It will be published after 115 years in corresponding value of the writer's new academic publication
of his works. Manuscript is being held at Kutaisi’s historic museum.

“Burning down Imereti during movement” is about revolutionary movements and its echoes in Georgia,
which took place in the years 1905-1907. On the one hand it is a bold protest against King’s cruel policy; Also,
the article contains Akaki Tsereteli’s especially significant observations and thoughts about ongoing political
processes.

In the first paragraph of the article there is a very interesting observation of the author. According to his
words, the Russian empire from the very beginning intended absolute occupation and annexation of Georgia.
According to that, the friendly condition which led King Irakli of Kartli-Kakheti to let Russians in our country
without war and blood, was definitely going to break. Akaki thought that everything that was done by Russian
governance in our country, was provocative and its goal was to drag Georgian people into armed conflict.

Events occurred in 1905 led to logical conclusions. Georgian nobles decided to officially demand
national autonomy. On their emergency gathering they created an appropriate document and presented it to the
emperor. Surely, the empire would not let Georgia restore their autonomy. They needed a reason to finally
destroy us and the reason found out to be that revolutionary movement which was widespread not only in
Russia, but also its subordinate countries including Georgia.

According to Akaki Tsereteli, a significant part of society was against Georgia’s partaking in revolt from
the beginning. They had reasonable suspicion that if the revolutionary movement would be defeated, this would
totally change the perspective of Georgian-Russian relationship. Unfortunately, following events proved the
correctness of this assumption - Georgians were pled guilty for separatism and it led to very brutal repressions.
The events that occurred in Georgia were outrageous for Akaki. That is why he makes fun of Russia in his
article and boldly declares that the decision of the government - campaigning against unarmed and helpless

people, is worthless and unseemly.
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