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To give some idea of the 
emotional force 
translation by Sir Oliver Wardrop: O beloved friend, more to be desired than life! Thou art gone, thou hast 
forsaken me completely, and hast left me heart-branded, consumed, weary of the world... But as I know thy 
heart, certainly thou didst not deceive me. It is evidently Fate that has betrayed me, and from it this is no 
marvel. To whom has it fulfilled good from then till now? The earth is emptied of joy by thy departure, thou 
hast taken everything good with thee. How can I endure the plague of old age and feebleness, as well as the 
sadness of being bereft of thee? Or how can I live and endure the thought of this? Grief is added to grief! I 
lying on a throne, and thou in the earth  I cannot think of it!
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