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Journal“-8o 53 FH®BLRMMT>300L  3Medobozosl Pomdmoyqbls (Politisches Journal, 1783,
11:1082-1083). &9gLEgd0 8355830Mm@ slobsgl, HMA ,,0x35M39mdOL gbs Lobsdzowgdo 60dbsgl
03> BH0MMo  1g9mgboBgBHol  s35M33L,  9hmMagdol  3oal,  LoddmEGo
SBHM0dBH030L B0Mgdsls s MMLgaols 03390 LolEgdodo BsMm3sL. Jobgoge sdols, gus
3OmEqbo 3MgLsdo HomBmAgbomos s MMM E doSEMIMOZ0 5B, 9MSTIO MMAMEM(3
JOoLEH0BM@o  Lobgedfommadol dmBIdMOZ0 S WIAOEHOTFNMHO  LSbEIMgds.  SFMOYS,
»Politisches Journal“-ols doqoeomo Bomgro 5B39690L, vy GMAME AoMo0ddbgds XVIII
L5)3MBoL  deml Bo®sdogo — ,dMobEH0sbvIo  4399sbs  50MLSgEgm30“:  MEoR0YH-
LOFBdMEMEOO  JMBEIBREO0IE 0RO AOOEOL  3MEOEOIMM-LEBHMIGHYROIE  Bo@MBmMTo.
LodoMmm39M 33093 9©04dgds MMAMOE JMoLEBH0EMo LogMEg 90IMbsgewgmdo, mvII3s
JOoLE0BMdS 1339 WM MOl M30mT0BIBO - 0go bgds 033gH0YIEO  3MEOE030U,
LOgMMSTMOHOLM o™ ddEBLOLS o 9G3OM3MO AJM3MEOE0ZMNMO 3BMBOYIMGdOL gtod-
900 0bLEHMWIGhE0.
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53996 BHO©  YowodEadMEs s Mligmol 0d3gM0E 3ME0EH0ZSLmeb  SLMEOMPIdMS.
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“A Christian Country in the East”: XVIIIth Century German Periodicals as a

Source for the History of Georgia

Abstract

This article explores eighteenth-century German-language periodicals as sources for the

history of Georgia, focusing on the formula that depicted the country as a “Christian country in the

East.” It argues that this confessional label functioned as an interpretive framework through which

political, religious, and cultural information about Georgia was organized and simplified in
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European public discourse. Drawing on examples from historical, political, and scholarly journals,
the study shows how reports based on diplomatic correspondence, travellers’ accounts, and first-
hand observations (including those by Giildenstdidt and Reineggs) constructed a hybrid
informational space combining mediated knowledge with direct experience. The analysis traces the
transformation of the “Christian country” narrative from a religious-symbolic image, exemplified
by biblical geography and martyrdom stories, to an increasingly politicized discourse in the context
of Ottoman—Persian rivalries and Russian expansion. The article concludes that German periodicals
reveal a dynamic and evolving perception of Georgia, shaped by changing confessional, intellectual,
and geopolitical contexts of the eighteenth century.

Keywords: Georgia; 18th-century German periodicals; Christian country in the East; European
perceptions; confessional discourse.
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