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The Role of a Teacher in Teaching  a Foreign Language 

The article deals with the 

teaching and investigation are progressing at a very accelerating rate. Previously, it was believed that the 

only basic tool a language teacher needed was a sound knowledge of the language. Now we know that 

linguistics is not the only area in which a language teacher should be trained. The importance of sociology 

and psychology and an extensive training in pedagogy is being recognized. The importance of these disciplines 

can be seen by analyzing the three main areas in which the approach to language teaching has recently 

changed.  

Emphasis on the individual learner. Each learner is seen as an individual with distinct needs, learning 

styles, and attitudes. Not only do different learners have different learning styles, but an individual learner 

utilizes different approaches to learning at different stages in the learning process. 

Eclecticism. Having come to the realization that each learner possesses distinct cognitive and 

personality traits, it can be concluded that one teaching methodology will not be appropriate for all students. 

The recent tendency has been towards eclecticism, selecting materials and methods from various sources. This 

puts a much larger responsibility on the teacher, for now he should be familiar with a wider range of materials, 

exercises and activities.  

Communication in a Social Context. One must also possess the appropriate schemata regarding the 

culture of the language in order to understand the communication and be able to respond properly. Recent 

research shows that communicative language teaching is among the most successful methods for enhancing 

-world communication and student participation. 

In conclusion, it is evident that the role of the language teacher today is not as simple as it once was. 

Teachers should have a broad background knowledge of the social environment of their students, different 
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pedagogical techniques, social and cultural aspects of the language. For a language is much more than lists 

of vocabulary and sets of grammar rules. 

role of the teacher, language classroom

 Language teaching and investigation are progressing at a very accelerating rate. Previously, it 

was believed that the only basic tool a language teacher needed was a sound knowledge of the 

language. Now we know that linguistics is not the only area in which a language teacher should be 

trained. The importance of sociology and psychology and an extensive training in pedagogy is being 

recognized. The importance of these disciplines can be seen by analyzing the three main areas in 

which the approach to language teaching has recently changed.  

Emphasis on the individual learner. The focus has shifted from the teacher to the learner. The 

language ability through learner pa

 Teacher acts as a facilitator in the learning process.  

Learners are at the center of instruction. That means that the  role has changed when 

compared to previous methodologies such as Audiolingualism and the Direct Method. The teacher is 

now seen as a facilitator in the learning process, and some of the responsibilities attributed to them 

are: 

a. Setting the communicative context of the lesson; 

b. Managing learners and creating opportunities for communication; 

c. Maintaining learner motivation; 

d. Establishing a welcoming and safe environment; 

e. Giving instructions and setting activities; 

f. Monitoring learning and providing constructive feedback; 

Each learner is seen as an individual with distinct needs, learning styles, and attitudes. Not only 

do different learners have different learning styles, but an individual learner utilizes different 

approaches to learning at different stages in the learning process.  

Eclecticism. Having come to the realization that each learner possesses distinct cognitive and 

personality traits, it can be concluded that one teaching methodology will not be appropriate for all 

students. The recent tendency has been towards eclecticism, selecting materials and methods from 

various sources. This puts a much larger responsibility on the teacher, for now he should be familiar 

with a wider range of materials, exercises and activities.  

Communication in a Social Context. 
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importance of what a language does (function) as well as what it is (structure) and what a language 

does is enable us to communicate. It is not enough to acquire knowledge of linguistic structure .One 

must also possess the appropriate schemata regarding the culture of the language in order to 

understand the communication and be able to respond properly. Recent research shows 

that 

communication skills due to its emphasis on real-world communication and student participation. 

CLT is a superior method because it gives students the resources they need to thrive in various 

linguistic and cultural contexts. This method enables students to use the vocabulary and structure that 

corresponds to a specific social situation. Hence the growing importance of sociology in language 

teaching.  

We have already mentioned that a teacher is now seen as a facilitator in the learning process, 

she must manipulate much more information in several different areas of knowledge. The problem 

lies not only in the amount of information to be mastered but in the application of that knowledge to 

a practical situation. In order to help learners improve their communicative competence, it is 

important to provide a range of practice activities. Although the ultimate aim is genuine 

communication, there is room for activities and exercises that ensure students practice language in a 

more controlled manner, focusing on the development of accuracy. These should not, however, be 

the only source of language practice. Activities that focus on the development of fluency are a vital 

part of a Communicative Approach lesson, as they give learners the opportunity to communicate 

meaning.   The language teacher should have access to three main types of information about her 

students:1) psychological factors, 2) personal needs, 3) social factors.  

The first type of psychological information the teacher must be aware of is knowledge structures 

her students possess. This knowledge will help the teacher determine the average level of the class 

and identify which students may need extra work to bring them up to this level and which students 

are beyond it and could therefore better concentrate on more advanced projects.  

The second type of information required for effective teaching is  needs. What do the 

learners want and need to get from the course? Will they have to read scientific texts or do they simply 

want to learn a few phrases for their vacation? Do they need general or medical vocabulary? It is 

important for the teacher to discuss these needs with them for different reasons. It will help her to 

select and present materials in the most appropriate way. Second, by voicing these needs, students 

will clarify them in their own minds and be able to formulate realistic goals to work 
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The social factors are the third major type of information important for the teacher. The teacher 

should be aware of important factors in the  social environment that might affect the process 

of learning. Psychological factors such as attitudes and self-esteem are known to affect language 

learning, but these attitudes and self-images are largely influenced by the people closest to us: family, 

friends, professional colleagues, etc. Accordingly, the lack of progress of a student in a language 

course may not be due only to a lack of language aptitude.  

In conclusion, it is evident that the role of the language teacher today is not as simple as it once 

was. Teachers should have a broad background knowledge of the social environment of their students, 

different pedagogical techniques, social and cultural aspects of the language. For a language is much 

more than lists of vocabulary and sets of grammar rules. 

Language is a form of communication among individuals in a specific context. It is a way of 

thinking and processing information. It is a symbol of a culture and of personal identity.  
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