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When examining the early traces of language policy with the Arabs and the linguistic initiatives 
to implement this policy, three key stages can be identified: the period of the first four Caliphs, the 
Umayyad and Abbasid eras, and the post-Abbasid period. 

The beginnings of language-related activities in the Arab world are closely linked to the rise of 
Islam and the early period of the Caliphate. During the 7th and 8th centuries, particularly from the reign 

of aliph Umar (634-644) (see for more, Gelovani & Sanikidze 2009), the expansion of the Caliphate 

led to a more multiethnic and multilingual society. As territories grew, language contact increasingly 
- -

contain numerous references to the gradual infiltration of non-Arabs Arabic into the language habits of 
the Arabs themselves, contributing to the adoption of solecisms and other linguistic peculiarities. The 
vernaculars spoken in urban areas were viewed as more distorted compared to the language of the 
Bedouins, who lived in relative isolation from foreign influences on the Arabian Peninsula. This 
linguistic situation prompted the Caliphate to address language-related issues at the highest levels. 

The existence of the Caliphate as a state formation in a multiethnic environment necessitated an 
effective governance system capable of managing the entire territory through a centralized 
administration. Language issues played a pivotal role in achieving this goal from the outset. It appears 

standardized language. Standardized language, as a tool of authority, assisted to sustain a strong, 
cohesive governance structure, which in turn facilitated the effective implementation of the Caliphate's 
policies and ensured the smooth functioning of its administration, as well as the peaceful coexistence of 
its diverse, multilingual, and multiethnic population.This need for linguistic unity was further 
compounded by the sacred status of the Arabic language as the language of the n, which 
heightened the necessity of establishing and formalizing linguistic norms. One of the earliest instances 
of implementing language policy in this context can be traced to the preparation of the final and standard 
version of the n. The first caliph, Abu Bakr (632-634) is credited with collecting the scattered 
material, and it fell to caliph Umar (634-644) to put the n in book form. Since the first edition 
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contained some variations the third caliph, Uthman (644 656) took the initiative to standardize this 
version. The new edition became the final and standard version (Cheijne 1969: 58).

Numerous accounts indicate that the rulers actively called upon grammarians to preserve the pure 
Arabic language from foreign influence. In response, grammarians started to pinpoint the errors ( ) 
of urban speakers. In formulating linguistic norms, they predominantly relied on the speech of isolated 
Bedouin speakers (Miller 2007: 7). According to Ibn Al- -
Ziyad ibn Abihi (d. 673), concerned with the corruption of the language due to foreign influences, 
requested the assistance of Abu l-Aswad Al-Du'ali (d. 688). In some versions the central role in the 
foundation of grammar is assigned to the fourth caliph, Ali (656 66) (Versteegh 1997: 2). Both Al-

re said to have been prompted to investigate grammatical and language-related 
issues following the occurrence of  (Baalbaki 2014: 170).  

During the subsequent Umayyad period (661 750), considerable emphasis was placed on the 
importance of eloquent speech, good speech was considered as a mark of nobility. Good Arabic was 
even considered as a criterion for succession to the rule. During their less than one century of rule (661
750), the Umayyads succeeded in disseminating the Arabic language (Cheijne 1969: 61-64). One of the 
most decisive and impactful measures in this direction was implemented by caliph Abd Al-Malik (685-
705) to secure the dominance of Arabic throughout the Caliphate as he had declared Arabic as the official 
language. As some view, Abd Al-
wide territory (Cheijne 1969: 64). Abd Al-
demand for Arabic as a prerequisite of imperial service, which compelled non-Arabic speakers to learn 
Arabic and teach it to their proteges. It became unavoidable for them to articulate their claims in Arabic 
in order to negotiate their interests with the ruling powers ( -386). Accordingly, the 
Arabization reforms of Abd al-Malik further embedded Arabic as a unifying force within the diverse 
population of the Caliphate.  

The Abbasid dynasty (750 1258), though unable to establish the centralized government or 
political unity that characterized the Umayyads, nonetheless witnessed a significant socio-intellectual 
revolution that profoundly impacted the Arabic language. During this period, an active intellectual 
movement (for instance, the movement called -  formed by neo-Muslims) had a leading role 
in shaping the intellectual landscape, as well as translation movement enriched the language (Cheijne 
1969: 64-68). It was also during the Abbasid era that Al-  by Sibawayhi (760 796) was completed, 
a normative grammar that the Muslim world needed (Fleisch 1994: 172) (althou
dates from a later period, about a century after his death (Versteegh 2015: 203)). In about 840, the 
transition of the Basrans and Kufans from the exegetico-grammatical traditions to that of purely 
grammatical schools began, and in the period of 890 930, Basra and Kufa become established 
grammatical schools (Owens 1990: 218-219). In addition, the emergence of Baghdad School further 
enriching the intellectual landscape of the Abbasid period.  

Despite this intellectual flourishing, the internal division of the Islamic Empire in the 9th and 10th 
centuries brought serious consequences in the 11th century. One of the major factors contributing to the 
decline and intellectual stagnation of Arabic lied in recurrent invasions of Muslim lands by East Asiatic 
hordes, as well as the Mongol invasions in the 13th century with culminating in the fall of Baghdad, the 
city of peace, in 1258. Despite shifting center of activities to Egypt, North Africa and Spain, signs of 
decline were becoming visible (Cheijne 1969: 81-82). 

The decline of the Caliphate during this period significantly impacted the language situation. 
While earlier periods, such as the reigns of the first four caliphs, the Umayyads, and to a certain extent 
the Abbasids, saw the state actively engaged in implementing linguistic reforms, by the second half of 

-
Manzur, the author, emerges as a solitary figure dedicated to defending the Arabic language, stepping 
in where state-led linguistic initiatives had faltered. 



-227- 
 



-228- 
 



-229- 
 



-230- 
 



-231- 
 

ledi.jalaghonia403@hum.tsu.edu.ge
https://doi.org/10.52340/lac.2025.10.69



-232- 
 

 

 

 


