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Chronicle of the Literary Life of Kutaisi in the 1910s

Abstract

The literary life of Kutaisi at the beginning of the 20th century, particularly in the 1900s and
1910s, was rich and diverse. In many ways, it can be considered a unique phenomenon in the history of
Georgian culture. During this period, Kutaisi played a pivotal role in the early careers of prominent
Georgian poets, writers, and theater artists, influencing the development of their artistic beliefs and the
formation of their distinct styles. A large portion of Kutaisi's society followed the latest trends in
literature and culture with great interest and actively participated in their evaluation.

The creative life of Kutaisi in the 1910s was largely shaped by literary evenings and public
lectures held at the city theater and other institutions. The Public University also played an active role
in this cultural movement. As evidenced by reports in the periodicals of the time, a significant portion
of the city’s population attended these events. It is noteworthy that the written accounts of these lectures,
evenings, and published works were often not dry or impersonal; instead, they clearly reflected the
responses of the audience, sometimes with irony or even sarcasm.

The cultural life of Kutaisi during this period was largely defined by the Kutaisi Georgian
Gymnasium. The performances and literary evenings staged at the Georgian Theater were central to the
city's artistic landscape. Additionally, Kutaisi in the 1910s was spoiled by the diversity of its press.

The literary community eagerly awaited the publication of new books, and this is confirmed by
the numerous reviews and responses written about Galaktion Tabidze's works. In 1914, Tabidze's name
became widely recognized, both in the literary world and among broader circles of readers. It was
universally acknowledged that Galaktion was a promising new voice in Georgian poetry.
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