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important for the people of Iraq to know that in a democracy, everything is not perfect, that mistakes are 
made. 

Another unarmed Black man was shot in a police incident. This should be 
intolerable. We have so much work to do #TerenceCrutcher
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She was warned. She was given an explanation. 
Nevertheless, she persisted.

Music was loudly playing, and the campaign was doing really well.   
Behind me and to the right was a large screen that was displaying a chart of border crossings 

under my leadership. 
Bullets were continuing to fly 
There was blood pouring everywhere 
Bullets were flying over us 
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/07/19/trump-speech-shooting-transcript-00169706

My hand was covered with blood

 He lost his life selflessly acting as a human shield to protect them 

https://www.politico.com/news/2024/07/19/trump-speech-shooting-transcript-00169706 
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[TheRoot:2025] https://www.theroot.com/15-of-the-craziest-moments-in-2025-1851750421
"catching heat

 
Root: 2025] https://www.theroot.com/15-of-the-craziest-moments-in-2025-1851750421 

  many without any criminal history  have already been 
detained and deported."[The Root: 2025] https://www.theroot.com/15-of-the-craziest-moments-in-2025-
1851750421

Orwell 

destroyed is the myth of military invincibility, lost the sense of strategic superiority,  lost the ability to divide 
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https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=salome+zurabishvili+speech+euro+assembly&ty
pe=E210US91215G0#id=2&vid=873a92b61c0600b365a9e28144f3d90a&action=click 

(defeat) Russia been 
defeated)

Strawson,

violating our law on occupation and raising questions as to the pro-European orientation of those who invited 

was allowed
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[Mason, 2003 ].
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The Role of Passive Constructions in Manipulative Political Rhetoric 

 
Abstract 

This paper examines the role of passive constructions in manipulative political rhetoric aimed 
at eliciting emotional responses. Politicians frequently employ the language of hatred and 
resentment to deepen societal polarization, portraying opposition forces as dangerous enemies while 
framing their own policies as ethically and morally superior. 

Politicians driven by a thirst for power use passive voice for various purposes: at times to 
convey indignation toward injustice, and at others to enhance their own image through empathy and 
emotional appeal. However, the frequent use of passive constructions can create ambiguous and 

 
The study highlights the linguistic impact of passive voice in political discourse, specifically its role 
in obscuring agency, evading political responsibility, and shaping public perception. The rhetorical 
analysis of figures such as Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton, and George Bush, etc. demonstrates how 
this linguistic tool facilitates responsibility avoidance and strengthens emotional appeal. 

Although passive constructions are often used in academic writing and media to maintain 
neutrality, George Orwell (1946) advocates for active voice to ensure clarity and specificity. 
Consequently, the choice between active and passive voice in political discourse is crucial. Active 
voice explicitly distributes responsibility, while passive constructions, in certain contexts, serve as 
instruments of political manipulation. While media frequently employs passive constructions for 
objective reporting, in practice, this rhetorical strategy is often used to shape public opinion, 
suppress agency, and manipulate narratives. 

 
        Keywords: Passive verb constructions, political disco

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


