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The English language is widely spoken across the world and has a significant impact on
various aspects of society. The purpose of learning foreign languages is to improve communicative
competence (CC). While speaking in English, one may use accurate grammatical structures and
lexical items, but if the accent and intonation are incorrect, it may cause difficulties in
communication and the result might be the listener's misunderstanding of the speakers message.
It is challenging for English language learners to achieve native-like pronunciation. The goal of
teaching pronunciation should make the listener easily understood by both native and non-native
speakers, the conversation should be understood without unnecessary difficulties and tension.
The theme of pronunciation and communication is a complex one that involves multiple factors.
It includes the various forms of the English language, the significance of the native speaker model
in teaching, the preservation of identity, and the impact of the native language on pronunciation.
It is essential to strike a balance between teaching the standard pronunciation and helping
learners to be easily understood without undue pressure to achieve a native-like accent.
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It is undeniable that English is the most widely spoken language in the world and has a
significant influence in various aspects of global society such as education, politics, economy,
technology, science, tourism and transportation. When it comes to learning a foreign language,
the focus is on improving communicative competence (CC), which includes the development of
writing, reading, speaking, and listening skills. People learn a foreign language not only to
communicate with foreigners but also to explore and learn about different cultures. Effective
communication requires the proper use of vocabulary, lexical items, grammar structures,
phonemes, intonation, and stress of the English language.

Why Teaching Pronunciation is important? It has been pointed out by Celce Murcia, M.
Britton D.M and Goodwin (2000) as well as Joanne Kenworthy (1987:3) that having a good grasp
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of pronunciation is crucial to successful communication. Certain groups of people, such as English
teachers, business people, flight attendants, telephone operators, diplomats, tour guides, and hotel
staff, require special attention to pronunciation. They need to study the phonetics of the English
language thoroughly and aim to acquire a "native-like accent" in order to fulfill the requirements
of their work.

Marla Yoshida shares her viewpoint on the importance of teaching phonetics in her book
"Teaching the Pronunciation of English." She believes that phonetics play a crucial role in
learning the English language. She argues that while the most common approach to teaching
English today is through communication, incorrect pronunciation can hinder the communication
process. This is because a speaker might use proper grammar and vocabulary but still
mispronounce words, use the wrong intonation or stress, and make their message difficult to
understand. Mispronunciation can lead to incomprehensible speech, especially when combined
with fast speech, making it challenging to comprehend. Yoshida believes that understanding the
prosodic characteristics of the language is an essential part of mastering it. As we can see, the
perfect knowledge of the language also implies the knowledge of the prosodic characteristics of
the language" M. Yoshida (2014:55)

The question is, how can we communicate effectively to avoid any misunderstandings? In
order to communicate effectively, it is imperative to consider how we speak and pronounce words
to avoid any misunderstandings. One aspect that plays a crucial role in communication is the
Received Pronunciation (RP), which is considered the standard English used in textbooks and
dictionaries. However, it is worth noting that it is difficult to define an "ideal" pronunciation
since the English language has many variations. According to M. Yoshida (2014:7), the notion of
good pronunciation is a complex issue. Moreover, some researchers argue that using a native
speaker model in teaching can be disadvantageous for learners. Modiano (2009: 64-65) suggests
that such an approach may not be helpful for non-native speakers, as it may create unrealistic
expectations and put pressure on them to achieve a native-like pronunciation. Additionally,
Pananen Poka (2007: 76) argues that foreign language speakers retain traces of their first language,
particularly in terms of pronunciation, which helps preserve the identity of each nation or ethnic
group. Furthermore, a learner's native language can influence their pronunciation of a foreign
language. Several scientists, such as M. Hewings (2004), S. Murcia (2001), M. Yoshida (2014), A.
S. Gimson (1973), G. Brown (1996), and V. M. Rivers (1968), have discussed that mastering a
pronunciation similar to a native speaker's is unattainable for a foreign language learner.
However, the goal of teaching pronunciation should be to help learners be easily understood by
both native and non-native speakers so that they can communicate effectively without
unnecessary difficulties and tense.

Several obstacles prevent English language learners from mastering proper pronunciation.
First of all, it is the native language factor, namely the differences that are expressed in the sound
system, accent, and intonation of two different languages. The greater the difference, the greater
obstacles the learner faces in pronouncing the words correctly. As Joanna Kenworthy (1987:3)
points out, there are "more or less acceptable" languages. This means that it is easier for a speaker
of some languages to acquire a pronunciation close to English, while for othersit is the
opposite. Wilga M. Rivers (1968:112-113) continues to argue that the acquisition of correct
pronunciation is complicated by the degree of difference in the sound system and intonation of
the native and target languages. Undoubtedly, every language has its sound system, in which all
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elements are related to each other, and it is impossible to find two languages with identical sound
systems and intonation. Therefore, the teacher must understand the essence of the problem to
better eliminate the difficulties inherent in the teaching process.

Apart from above mentioned, one of the biggest obstacles to learning a language is age. It is
generally easier to learn a language in childhood than in adulthood. In the 1950s and 1960s, Fen
field and Roberts were the first to suggest the idea that there is a critical period of language
learning. This is a biologically determined period in a person's life when language acquisition is
easier than in other periods. According to S. Brown, speaking with an accent close to that of a
native speaker is difficult for people of all ages if they have not started learning the language at
an early age. Some scientists believe that there is a "sensitive period" for learning a foreign
language, which occurs between the ages of 10 and 13. During this time, biological changes take
place in the human brain, which positively affect the acquisition of language pronunciation.
Joanna Kenworthy believes that younger individuals are better at perceiving and assimilating the
pronunciation of a foreign language because they already understand their native language. D.
Nunan (2002), on the other hand, believes that, from the perspective of foreign language teaching,
the phonological system of the native language has a greater impact on the acquisition of
pronunciation than grammar or vocabulary. Therefore, the critical period is of great importance.
It should be noted, however, that effective pronunciation is not limited to the childhood period.
Adults also have the ability to master proper pronunciation, because they can better formulate
goals, apply targeted frequent practice, and understand the differences and definitions between
segmental and suprasegmental features of the language.

Another important factor is whether the learner (pupil) lives in an English-speaking country
or not. If the learner lives in an English-speaking environment, then his pronunciation is
especially refined. However, this opinion is not always correct. Some people live in an English-
speaking country but spend most of their time around non-English speakers. On the contrary,
the learner may not live in an English-speaking country but uses English so often (at home, school
or work, listening or watching movies, or video recordings) that his pronunciation is completely
consistent with speaking in his native language. As we can see, it is important how much the
learner uses English, not whether he is in an English-speaking environment or not.

Teaching English pronunciation involves several challenges. Primary and high school teachers
often find that they don't have enough time to focus on pronunciation improvement tasks.
Moreover, activities to improve pronunciation are not aligned with the lesson's objective, which
is mainly to learn vocabulary and grammar. In the process of learning the language, the teacher
plays a crucial role in helping learners to perceive the sounds since they tend to make English
sounds similar to their mother tongue. The teacher should ensure that the students understand
the sounds characteristic of the language. When learning a new language, pupils may sometimes
correctly imitate the sounds of the new language, using the correct intonation and pronunciation.
However, at other times, they may fall back on the sounds of their native language when speaking
the new language. As a result, it is important for learners (pupils) to be aware of what they need
to focus on and practice, as speaking is mostly an unconscious process. During a conversation, the
learner may not realize that they are using the wrong pronunciation or intonation, which can
lead to misunderstandings and negatively impact the conversation. As we see, the issue of
pronunciation and communication is a complex one that involves several factors, including the
variety of English language, the role of the native speaker model in teaching, the preservation of
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identity, and the influence of the native language on pronunciation. It is essential to strike a
balance between teaching the standard pronunciation and helping learners to be easily
understood without undue pressure to achieve a native-like accent.

It is also important to consider the motivation and sense of responsibility of language learners
(pupils) when it comes to the teaching process. While a teacher may be skilled at identifying
errors and providing feedback on proper pronunciation, the pupils’ lack of interest can
significantly hinder progress. According to M. Yoshida (2014), learners are more likely to succeed
in any subject if they have a strong desire to learn. Additionally, Gimson (1973) notes that
attempting to learn a foreign language and its related elements in a short period, without the
learner's motivation and incentive to practice, can result in partial or unsuccessful outcomes. The
teacher has a responsibility and authority to enhance the motivation of language learners during
the learning process. According to H. Gardner's (1985) book, motivation can be defined in three
ways: the desire for success, the effort put into achieving it, and the satisfaction that comes with
completing a task. However, when it comes to learning a foreign language, the learner should be
motivated in two ways: interactive (when the learner is part of a group and interacts with others
while learning and using the language) or instrumental (when the learner's desire to master the
language is driven by a specific goal such as passing an exam, finding a job, or professional
growth).

To sum up, when it comes to learning proper English pronunciation, there are several
challenges that learners may face. These challenges may include differences in phonetics,
intonation, and rhythm between the learner's first language and English. However, the teacher
plays a crucial role in helping language learners overcome these psychological barriers and master
the proper pronunciation of English. effective teaching process can provide the necessary
guidance and support to help learners overcome these obstacles and achieve success. To teach
English pronunciation effectively, the teacher should provide learners with a comprehensive
understanding of the fundamental elements of spoken English. This includes both segmental and
suprasegmental features of the language, such as vowels, consonants, stress, rhythm, and
intonation. By teaching these elements, learners (pupils) can develop a better grasp of English
pronunciation and improve their communication skills. Moreover, the teacher can enhance
learners' motivation by introducing enjoyable learning activities. This could include games,
songs, interactive phonetic activities and exercises that help learners practice their pronunciation
skills while having fun. Additionally, providing learners with ample practice opportunities can
help them overcome any obstacles or boredom, and ultimately improve their pronunciation skills.

References:

1. Brown Gillian “Listening to Spoken English” Longman. 1996
Celce Murcia Marianne, Briton D.M, Goodwin J.M “Teaching Pronunciation” — a reference guide.
Cambridge University Press. 2010.

3. Celce Murcia Marianne “Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language” . Heinle and Heinle
Press. 2001.

4. Douglas H. Brown “Principles of Language Learning and Teaching” Longman. 2000

5. Gardner Howard “Social Phycology and Second Language Learning, — The Role of Attitude and
Motivation” Edward Arnold Publication. 1985

6. Gilbert B. Judy “Teaching Pronunciation. Using the Prosody Pyramid” Cambridge University
Press. 2008

119



965 Q5 3OS ISSN 1987-7232

7. Gimson A.C “An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English” Edward Arnold Publication. 1973
8. Hewings Martin “Pronunciation Practice Activities” Cambridge University Press. 2004
9. Hughes Rebecca “Teaching and Researching Speaking” Pearson Education. 2002

10. Kenworthy Joanne “Teaching English Pronunciation” Longman. 1987

11. Modiano M. “English as a Lingua Franca in the European Union”. 2009

12. Nunan David, Miller L “New Ways in Teaching Listening” TESOL. 2002

13. Rivers M Wilga “Teaching Foreign Language” The University of Chicago Press. 1968

14. Yoshida Marla “Understanding and Teaching the Pronunciation of English”. 2014

15. Nijaradze, Teona. (2023). “Phonetic Adaptation of Anglicisms in Modern German”. Language

and Culture (May 25, 2023). Accessed March 25, 2024. https://journals.4science.ge/ index.php/
enadakultura/article/view/1853

3505 (%5300d9

mms HNL0eggEol dsmdol Labgmdfogm wbogg®lodg®o
e-mail: takidze.maia@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.52340/1ac.2024.31.20

SJIF 2024: 8.268

06gobm®o 960l gmbgEozol (fomdmomddols) Lffsgergds/Lfsgeols 360dgbgemmds,
8mg0d900 BogBH™MMHgdo ©s 35000 EsAErg30L 3Bgdo

BlBGsIH0

0baolm®o 965 gggemabg 293MEggdeo gbss dbmgwomdo, GMIgMOE OE BYRSZEgbal sbgbl
Abmgmom LaBmysmgdol 43zgws bEgOMBY. MEbem gbgdol LFsgwgds/lffsgarol dMmagbo 3mdnbozsgommo
3033996300l (CC) go0dxmdgligds®gs ™mMm0gb@oMgdnwo.omaxge 0bawobr® 965%g dmbomdeg LEme
30585303 LEAHOWIBHOPL ©s IJLogMO JOMIMEIRL 0g4gbgdl LowdGolslL, LMoo godmmdggzsdl
0baobyMo gbol gmbgdgdl, dsa®ed dobo obEmbogos b6 Fobgzowo sGSLFMM0s. sGsLFM®Ts dobgzowds s
06@™bs3053 glodwms 3mIMbBozsgool 3Mmagbl bgwo dgmdsermb o  Bmbsmd®mol gbsgbowo 3960 0dbgl
Lfmeo  swddmwo  dLdgbgwol  Bogh. obaobym@o  gbol  Fgabfagegwmomgol  3dmdEomm-96sl
300bgsgLgdmo Fomdmmddolb smxawgds  dowofigggwos. Fomdmomddol LFsgwgdol dobsebl dLdgbgeol
50305  393900bgds Mbs FoMmamoagbogl  GmgmMi FBmMdWoG, slggg 9Ms FMdwon®  965%y
3bsMOMYgOMb, LomdMOL og90s BgIgHO LOO®EYJOOLS S IASDMEMBOL 56989 b bEgdmMEIL.
Fo6mH3mmgds ©s 3MIMboge0s 3mI3ErgdlryMo Lsgombos, Hmdgaeros dmoiegl Gsdgbody ggsd@m®l, dsam JmMol
0baoly®o 9bol Msgsai39mMgbgds, d8MdWoMMo gbol dmgwol Mmoo bfsgwgdsdo, 0©gb@mdol
d9bs6BMbgds o FIMdIWOoMMO gbol 5g3gbBHOobs s FotBmmddol @ogwmgbs. 96033bgemgzsbos dEsbLOL
©5395690s  0baolbMo  gbol  LEBHBIOGHWwo  FoMmdmmddol  LFsgagds/Lffsgarol  3GmEgldo.  sbg3zy,
dmbfogangms sbTsMgds Moms om0 LovdsMo BgdgBo BYHMmEol 25093y  S30WSE 50JdsO
29bgls AbIgHgeols dog.

1553396dm Lo GYzgd0: Homdmmdds, mddgo Bod@mmgdo, LHogws/Lffsgangds

9390BgbEH0: 3OMBILMEOO Meys AMlg3s

120



