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Yesterday afternoon, a tall, thin old man with a wooden leg and only one eye came across
the garden from Melanie’s house. (M. Mitchell, Gone with the Wind)

We were talking softly out of the balcony. The moon was supposed to rise but there was
a mist over the town and it didn’t come up and a little while it started to drizzle and we came
in. (E. Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms).
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Each time she came to see the doctor the hotel keeper’s wife and a little more freely and
after an hour or two in his presence went down feeling renewed and strengthened. (Sh.
Anderson, Death)

The rain was constantly slacking and we were moving along. (E. Hemingway, A Farewell
to Arms)
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It was nearly bedtime and when they awoke next morning land would be in sight. Since
some of the passengers were leaving the ship next day at Pago-Pago they had had a little dance
that evening and in his ears hammered still the harsh notes of the mechanical piano. (W.S.
Maugham, Theatre)
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As soon as they had regained strength, they stood up, joined hands again and continued
slowly on their way. (Th. Hardy, Tess of the D’ubervilles)
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I had been dreaming about wrapping bread in colored Filmex. I had dreamed a full-page
soared in a national magazine. (ibid)
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No one knew better than I what you had gone through and I wanted to stop fighting
and let me fight for you. I wanted you to play; play like a child — for you always had been a
child. (M. Mitchell, Gone with the Wind)
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Nino Okreshidze
Akaki Tsereteli State University
Variant Meaning Realization of Past Tense in English Language

Abstract

Past Tense is a strong grammatical category. It is realized by four aspect-tense forms: Simple Past,
Past Continuous, Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous. The following temporal-aspect variants of
the past tense are discussed in the article: Past Tense of a Separate Action, Correlative Past, Iterative
Past, Prospective, Exclusive and Inclusive.

The compositional and stylistic functions and their characteristics are also discussed in the article.

The variants of the verbal forms are defined according to their compositional - stylistic functions such
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as: narrative, descriptive, dramatic, retrospective and consequent. All the above-mentioned functions
are characteristic features of the texts which are given in the past tense.

Each variant meaning has its specific role to frame the content and helps to state the inner
linguistic relations inside the text. According to the classification of Simple Past, Past Continuous, Past
Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous, we can state their compositional and stylistic potential. The
qualitative description of the subject, the creation of the additional time sphere, representation of

consequent, retrospective and prospective functions.
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