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Assimilation in the Shavshian dialect
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Abstract

We call Shavshian the speech of the inhabitants of historical Shavsheti. We note that the
term Imerkhevian dialect was used to denote the dialect mentioned in the Georgian linguistic
literature (N. Marri, lv. Gigineishvili, V. Topuria, Iv. Kavtaradze, Sh. Putkaradze, T. Putkaradze
...), As much as it was believed that the Georgian language survived in only twenty villages in
the Imerkhevi gorge. The term was first used by Niko Mari, others echoed his opinion. We
introduce the term Shavshian dialect with the following consideration: A. Shavsheti (in today's
sense) and Imerkhevi are parts of one historical Georgian country, Shavsheti. B. Georgian
language is heard not only in the villages cultivated in Imerkhevi gorge, but also outside it: In
Ustamisi, Chakvelta... C. Georgian vocabulary is embedded in the Turkish speech of the
Shavshians. D. Georgian toponymy is still alive in the whole territory of Shavsheti; E. As part of
Shavshian, as dialects, we also consider Machakhelian speech. For all the named reasons, we



think it is better to use the term Shavshian dialect, in which, according to the available data, two
dialects can be distinguished: Imerkhevian and Machakhelian.

Shavshian is a pronounced dialect of the Georgian language. The authors discuss a
single phonetic phenomenon based on the various materials obtained through expeditions
arranged in the villages of Shavsheti - assimilation in Shavshian dialect. Cases of both vowel
assimilation and consonant assimilation are discussed. There is a remarkable linguistic picture,
namely: assimilation of vowel:

59>99: ©99b303° (<©596393%), §193920 (<{j23920)..-

30>90 (>92): gefoges (<solfogurs), odobsbg (<sdobsoby)...

0003090 (<53530(Y9), 39d0ambos (25903mb05)...

00>90 (>92): 8903009 (<dm0300Y), 390396s (<8M0E9bs), 39F0E9bs (<dmT0E)9bs)...

0>90>00: 3030f)39c0s (<3990(39005<dmT0f3909)...

SP >0 J0RIVI6 (<)db<5)0gdb).

999>199): 993mB03w0s (<89mB03e000)...

Assimilation of consonants:

be>Beo: 539D0sd (. 5356 ©sI)...

13>03: 9350 (<bFs39)....

39>JdY: 339232 (<339939)....

36>J6: 0mJ390 (<Bmp390)...

Cases of regressive assimilation seem to predominate in Shavshian dialect. The phonetic
features of Shavshian dialect are evident in the assimilation.

Keywords: Shavshian dialect, Southern dialects, assimilation, vowel assimilation,
consonant assimilation, regressive assimilation.



