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Abstract

The article deals with the features of formation of the party systems in the post-Soviet
space. To understand the specific processes, the attention is focused on the inverse logic of the
post-Soviet states, the basic features of which can be expressed by the concept of
neopatrimonialism. In this context the functioning features of political parties, their principal
tasks and the logic of creating the "power party" are described. The article examines the key
criteria for the concept of the dominant party, such as its ability to consistently and steadily win
the elections, the significant duration of its stay in power, as well as its personnel Control over the
government. In the sociopolitical discourse the "power party" enjoys a privileged ideological
position and has more opportunities compared to its competitors to appeal to voters. Along with
that the party dominance reveals itself not only in its external manifestation (the stay in power),
but also in the substantial one — the ability to exercise an effective political choice. The article
analyzes the factors of sustainability of the "power party" systems: the historical merits of the
"power party"; the ruling party’s ability to effectively take advantage of the electoral system; its
strong relationships with the most affluent social groups and major corporations, as well as with
the predominant ethnic or linguistic social groups; a privileged access of the ruling party to media
resources. These factors are also effective in the polycentric political systems without any
dominant party. However, under the dominant party systems they manifest themselves in a
complex way, providing the ruling camp with a multi-layered protection due to a synergy effect.
Particular attention is paid to the phenomenon of clientelism, widely used by the ruling party as a
strategy of political mobilization. However, if discrimination arose by clientelism reaches the level
that denies clients the right to choose, this is certainly not consistent with the rules of democracy.

Key words: party system, neopatrimonialism, clientelism, clientpatronage network, post-
Soviet transformations, power party.



