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Two Georgian translations of Iv. Krylov's fable - "Dragonfly and Ant"

Seda Asaturova
lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University

Abstract

"Literary translation is a form of artistic creation ...", that is why translation is an
extremely difficult task.

The aim of our paper is to consider the Georgian translations of Ivan Krylov's fables, to
compare two different translations of the same fable.

We have selected Iv. Krylov's fable "Dragonfly and Ant" and his two Georgian
translations, Akaki Tsereteli and Raphael Eristavi. The following research method is used in
the paper: Contrastive - comparative analysis of the original text and its translation.

Akaki Tsereteli translated and rewrote Krylov 152 fables. Krylov was translated by Ioseb
Grishashvili, Konstantine Chichinadze, Alexander Abasheli, Grigol Tsetskhladze, Davit
Gachechiladze, V. Gorgadze and etc.

We have focused on two completely different translations of Krylov's fable ("The
Dragonfly and the Ant"): Akaki Tsereteli and Raphael Eristavi.

Two Georgian writers translated this truly amazing work by Ivan Krylov. Akaki Tsereteli
and Raphael Eristavi selected different ways of translation.

The translation of Raphael Eristavi is as close as possible to the original text: with word



order, with a carefully translated vocabulary, with an almost accurate translation of the
phraseologies, with a sequence of the predicate.

Akaki Tsereteli has slightly adapted Krylov's fable, the writer presents an almost
independent work and, at the same time, it is a brilliant translation.

Phraseologisms and metaphors are used in both translations, both translations are
brilliantly executed. But we still prefer Tsereteli's translation because of its script, melody, and
drawing.

We think that our research-comparison will contribute to the study of Krylov's work, in
general, the translation of fables will be useful.

Key words: translation, fables, contrastive — comparative analyses, comparison



