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Georgian-Austrian Unknown Preludes
of the Treaty of Georgievsk

Natsvaladze Mamuka
Sokhumi State University

Abstract

Studying the external policy of the king Erekle II is a topical issue for the modern historiography.
The information maintained in the archives of various European cities, namely of Vienna, Vatican and
Venice, convey to us the fact that while exercising pragmatic attitude toward relations with the
European countries the King of Kartli and Kakheti considered the interests of both his own country
and of those European countries as well.

Over the years 1781-82 Erekle II sends his ambassadors to Europe twice: first he sends a Capuchin
monk Domenique who dies in Constantinople in uncertain circumstances not having reached the
destination; after him Erekle II sends another Capuchin Mauro the Veronese who also dies for
unknown reasons while still on his way. It is a very important fact that the letters sent by the King
Erekle, unlike the ambassadors, reach their destination which is the Emperor’s Court in Austria.

The present article shows the international political background that the king Erekle II had at that
time and that he attempted to use for the interests of his country.

The plan of dividing Europe anew, officially developed by the relevant imperial authorities of Saint
Petersburg and Vienna, aimed at neutralizing the Ottoman Empire and dividing its territories.
According to the Greek Project, it was supposed to resurrect the Byzantine Empire that would be
formally independent from Russia but factually acting as a marionette with the Romanov dynasty
ruling in it and build Dacia Kingdom as a buffer between the Ottoman and the Austrian Empires.

This project was topical for Erekle II who was trying to get involved in the international political
processes to the maximum level as the king of a sovereign and independent country, as in the result of
implementation of the Greek Project Georgia would obtain an environment of Christian countries
instead of the previous encirclement by Muslim countries. Thus, Georgia would find herself in an
absolutely different qualitative dimension that had been a sacred dream of the Georgian Kings at all
times.

This was why the Greek Plan held such a great importance for Erekle II. This international project
was made secret by the empress Catherine the Great and Joseph II, therefore, the official pragmatic
reason that Erekle II referred to when sending ambassadors to Austria which was obtaining financial
support for two regiments was merely a mask behind which in reality the ambassadorial mission served
the purpose of active involvement and participation in the implementation of the Greek Project.

The Austrian Emperor’s Court, on its part, was going to use this intension of the Georgian king for
its own pragmatic goals which implied strengthening of the Holy Roman Empire that had been actually
made fictitious by that time. The widely acknowledged and reputed international level diplomats of
the Austrian Empire Kaunitz and Kobenzl were involved in the process.

Key words: the Greek Project; Erekle the Second; Joseph the Second; the Kingdom of Kartli and
Kakheti; the Holy Roman Empire; the Empire of Austria, the Russian Empire; Catherine the Second.



