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On Negation in GESL

Makharoblidze Tamar
Ilia State University, Tbilisi

Abstract

The presented paper describes the negation system in Georgian Sign Language (GESL)
exposing the proper examples for each case. In GESL negation is conveyed by the following four
types of lexical-grammatical forms:

> Negative particles;
> Negative grammatical elements;
> Negative modal verbs/words;
> Negative words (nothing, nobody. Never, etc)
The presented paper provides a matrix for combination these four types of negative forms.

NOT NEG(MOD) | NEG(EMPH) | NEG(PROH) | NEG(PERF) | NEG(FUT) | NEG. NEG.

MODALS | WORDS
NOT X Adj./S Adj./S Adj./S Adj./S Adj/S Adj.past | S
NEG(MOD) Adj./S | X T/S 0 0 0 T/S S
NEG(EMPH) Adj./S | T/S X 0 S T/S T/S S
NEG(PROH) Adj./S | 0 0 X 0 S S S
NEG(PERF) Adj./S | 0 S 0 X 0 S S
NEG(FUT) Adj/S |0 T/S S 0 X T/S S
NEGATIVE MODALS Adj.past | T/S T/S S S T/S X S
NEGATIVE WORDS | § S S S S S S X
NEVER/NOBODY/NOTHING

Keywords: Sign languages, Georgian Sign language, negation, negative combinations
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