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Diversity of Plants Containing Alkaloids and Peculiarities of Distribution in Adjara
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Abstract

Alkaloids are nitrogen-containing organic compounds that are widely used in medicine for the
treatment of cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, nervous, tumor pathologies. The aim of the research
was to study the species diversity of alkaloid-containing plants, distribution areas, habitats and
peculiarities of use in the floristic region of Adjara. According to the research, 35 species of
alkaloids  are  distributed  in  the  floristic  region  of  Adjara,  which  are  united  in  24  families  and  32
genera, including 28 species of the genus Orlebnia, 7 species of the genus Erlebnia, 1 species is
representative of the fungal kingdom. Two families are rich in species containing alkaloids: dog
Solanaceae and Amarillidaceae.  According to life forms: 2 species of trees,  3 species of shrubs,  2
species of lianas, 27 species of perennial grasses. Among the studied species 4 species are endemic
(Memiadze 2004), including one species is endemic to the Caucasus, 1 species is endemic to
Georgia, one species is endemic to Adjara-Lazeti, and one species is endemic to Adjara.  2 species
Galanthus voronovii and Galanthus krasnovii are included in the Annex to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna (CITES) (Bitsadze, 2001). Foreign flora -
Adventuria 2 species Gleditsia triacanthos Passiflora incarnata L 15 species are ornamental, 13
species are toxic.
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