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Memory and Traumatic Experience in Zaira Arsenishvili‘s Story
"When Fear and Dismay Rage"

Pataridze Salome
Ilia State University, Thilisi

Abstract

Memory cannot be observed directly, only through the observation of concrete acts of
remembering in specific sociocultural contexts can we make assumptions about the memory’s
nature and functioning. Memories are not objective reflections of past images. Rather, they are
subjective reconstructions of past perceptions. Remembering is conceived as a present act of
recollecting available data that were stored in the past. Versions of the past change in accordance
with the constantly changing present situation. That is why, individual and collective memories
never mirror the past, but rather they serve as an indication of the past for the person recalling the
past in the present. The present study analyzes the short story “When Fear and Dread Rage” (,,rotsa
mdzvinvarebs shishi da dzrts’ola®) of Zaira Arsenishvili, Georgian filmmaker, musician and
writer based on theories of Maurice Halbwach’s, Aleida and Jan Assmann and Sigmund Freud.
The analysis will reveal the role and importance of remembering in the conditions of a totalitarian
regime, how the regime tries to eradicate cultural memory, as it is the basis of the identity of a
social group, how the system demonizes the auto icon in the texts and what the bodies described
in the works tell us as signs and carriers of memories.

Keywords: Auto icon, body, memory, totalitarianism, dream.



