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The process of transition to circular economy in Georgia

Aladashvili Maya

Khizanishvili Nanuli

lakob Gogebashvili State University, Telavi
Abstract

The currently operating linear model of the economy has been operating since the time of
the second industrial revolution, which can be visualized in the following scheme:



Obtain - Make - Use - Discard.

This model has worked effectively for a hundred years, due to the large reserves of
resources in the world. At this time, the focus was on increasing production and sales and not
paying attention to the storage of raw materials. This model, in the post-World War Il period,
greatly increased people's well-being, but the same model increased resource consumption and
contributed to the emergence of a wasteful society. The concept of a linear economy has become
unsustainable for the following reasons:

- Exhaustion of resources. (Especially, wood, metal, etc.)

- Ecosystem degradation. (Processes for extracting raw materials, such as logging, mining,
hydraulic drilling, etc., destroy the planet's ecosystems;)

- Waste and pollution. (Injection of chemicals into water, emission of carbon dioxide,
disposal of consumer waste, etc.)

However, fortunately, at the turn of the new millennium, the trend has changed, and
due to the depletion of resources, the accumulation of large amounts of waste worldwide, which
has created the danger of pollution to the earth, as well as the danger of destruction of natural
resources, attention has been focused on the security of demand and supply.

It is for the above reasons that the world is moving to a new economic model called the
circular economy, which involves replacing the word "discard” from the existing model with
"renew" and "reuse".

The present paper discusses the steps taken by Georgia in relation to the transition to a
circular economy, as well as the existing challenges and several main directions for solving the
problems.

Keywords: circular; economic; sustainable development; waste; polution.



