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temperature was within normal limits. Lymph nodes weren’t
palpable. During the examination of visible mucous mem-
branes, pathological changes weren’t observed. The erup-
tions on the body were numerous, symmetric, oval and cir-
cular, small sized plaques with fine scale on the lower part of
the body, there wasn’t spread of lesions on lower extremi-
ties. During a survey of the patient, it was found that his wife
also had a similar rash. A potassium hydroxide examination
of skin scrapings for fungal elements was negative. Patient
and his wife were diagnosed with Pityriasis rosea Gilbert’s
familial case, probably caused by virus agent. Recommenda-
tions were given to the patients and proper treatment was
prescribed.
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SUMMARY

Giorgobiani L., Todadze Kh.

BEHAVIORAL PATTERNS OF
METHADONE REPLACEMENT
THERAPY PATIENTS DURING THE
SARS-CoV-2 PANDEMIC

TSMU, DEPARTMENT OF NARCOLOGY; CENTER FOR
MENTAL HEALTH AND PREVENTION OF ADDICTION

SARS-CoV-2 pandemic has had a significant impact on
the entire society and especially on its vulnerable group,
such as drug users. The aim of the study was to determine
the behavioral patterns of users of state methadone replace-
ment therapy (MRT) programs during the pandemic. The
study was conducted in four focus groups. As a result of the
research, it was determined: SARS-CoV-2 the pandemic had
a significant impact on the patients. As a positive factor, the
fact that the relationship with medical institutions and the
information received from them significantly increased the
awareness of patients in terms of the prevention of Covid-
19. At the same time, patients noted an increase in anxiety
related to their and their loved ones being infected with Cov-
id-19. The measures implemented by the state to prevent the
spread of Covid-19 in the programs of MRT (taking home a
5-day dose of replacement medicine) caused a double result:
Most patients find that it improves their mood and sense of
comfort. At the same time, there was an increase in the mis-
use of drugs taken at home (injection use, taking a 5-day
dose in 3-4 days and then using other drugs/psychotropic
substances), and in rare cases, there was an alienation/ex-
change of belonging methadone for street drugs. These find-
ings are important for the future planning and implementa-
tion of opioid substitution therapy (OST) programs.
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